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Meadowlark Model A Ford 
Club, Omaha, NE 
 
April 2014 
 
Special Points of Interest: 
 
 Calendar 
  Events 
 Upcoming Events 
 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 

The robins have 
been back for a 
while and the 

calendar now 
says “Spring”, 
but the weather 

has not yet made up its mind to 
let go of Winter. Never the less 
the “A” season is upon us. A cou-

ple of our members have ven-
tured out and about if only for 
some short drives, and that gets 

me excited for the new touring 
season.  The Board is working 

hard to develop a variety of 
events for both short jaunts and 
long tours. Be sure to check out 

the calendars and articles of up-
coming tours and opportunities to 
get out with other “A” enthusi-

asts.  And if you happen to “get 
the bug” and want to get out your 
“A” there is no reason not to ven-

ture out on your own, or call up 
other members and see who is 
free for an impromptu outing.  

Someone else may be thinking 
the day is calling for “A” remarka-
ble adventure too. 

 
Keep the wheels rolling. 
 

Doug 
 

 

 

Litter Pickup 

April 12th 

We will be doing 

our April trash 

pickup along Highway 36 by the 

Elkhorn River west of Bennington. 

We will meet at 10 am at Cub-

by’s, 15625 C W Hagan Dr., 

Bennington, NE. We will then 

carpool to our section of Hwy 36. 

After picking up the litter, we usu-

ally go to Runza for a bite to eat. 

This is the same day as our Gen-

eral meeting, thus no opportunity 

to sign up. Please call Howard 

Denker at 402-333-1393 and 

let him know if you are going to 

be able to participate in our trash 

pickup. 

Welcome New 

Members 

Gayle and Barbara Hanshaw have 
joined the Meadowlarks. They 

have a 1931 Deluxe Roadster. 
They traveled with us to Kearney 
last summer. 

 
We missed getting their photo-
graph, so we will try to include 

that next month. 

President's Message 
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Bowling at Wildcat Lanes  
March 16th 

 
Randall and Daniel Vance, Doug and Vicki 
Heeren, El Gertner, Dave and Esther Miller, 

Greg, Priscilla, and Julia Bowden, Dale Jergen-
sen, Bob and Mary McKinney enjoyed bowling at 
the Wildcat Lanes in Papillion. El Gertner even 

took the opportunity to drive his A 
 
Daniel and Julia. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Hen’s Nest 
 

As the pictures will show 
we have our blankets tied 

for the June Show. We 
had a lot of fun getting 
them cut and tied. Hop-

ing to make good money 
for the club. 
 

Next month the 
weather should be 
better so we hope to 

have a good showing 
at the meeting. We 
thought we would do a 

show and tell for 

next month.  
Bring something 
old. Maybe you 

got it from your 
Mom or Grand-
mother. 

 
Hope to see you there. 
 

Suzanne and Anne 
 
 

April Tech Talk 
 

Howard Denker will give a 
tech talk on generators. If 
you have a cylinder type 

generator (1929-1930) 
and would like to have it 
tested just bring it to the 

meeting. We will test the 
generators after a short discussion.  

Bob, now what are you going to do? 
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Tulsa Regional 
June 9-12, 2014 

 

Thinking about driving your Model A to the Tul-
sa Regional and don't want to drive alone?  Let 

Greg(402-332-5522) or Dale(402-949-0521) 
know if you want to be part of a group of Model 
A’s heading to Oklahoma. We plan to depart on 

Friday June 6th and spend two nights on the 
road seeing a bit of the Kansas Flint Hills, then 

return on Saturday, June 14th after spending 
one night on the road.  
 
 

Tour to Fort Atkinson 
Fort Calhoun 
May 4, 2014 

 
On Sunday, May 4, we will have a tour to 

Fort Atkinson in Fort Calhoun. This is one of the 
days the Fort will be hosting a Living History ac-
tivities. We will meet at Cubby’s Gas Station at 

48th & McKinley and drive the 9 miles north to 
Fort Atkinson.  A valid State Park Entry Permit is 
required to enter the park. The Visitor Center 

requires an admission fee of $2 for adults, $1 
for children under 13, children 3 and younger 
are free. 

 
In case you don’t know much about Fort Atkin-
son, it is a very interesting place – even more 

interesting when they are having a “Living His-
tory” day.  This Fort was built in 1819 on what 

was called the “Council Bluff” east of Fort Cal-
houn, Nebraska. The bluff used to overlook the 
Missouri River, but is now a few miles away. 

William Clark (of Lewis & Clark) recommended 
the site.  
 

The primary goals of Fort Atkinson were to 
“protect the fur trade, show the flag, and keep 
peace with the Indians.” The Indians who were 

native to the area at the time were the Pawnee, 

Omaha, Iowa, Oto, Missouri, Osage, and Sauks. 
The soldiers assigned to the Fort spent most of 

their time in agricultural duties as they had to 
raise all their own food. The only military action 
the soldiers were involved in was in 1823 when 

a fur trading company was attacked by the Ari-
kara Indians.  
 

At its height, Fort Atkinson housed nearly ¼ of 
the standing US Army, approximately 1200 sol-

diers. The Council House at Fort Atkinson was 
the site of conferences with several Indian 
Chiefs. In 1824 the only international treaty that 

has ever been signed in Nebraska was signed 
there when the Chiefs of the Pawnee Nation 
met with representatives of the Mexican Gov-

ernment to sign a peace treaty. 
 
The Fort was closed in 1827 because the fur 

trade was under control and the action with the 
Indian Wars had moved further west. By the 
mid-1850s, the grounds had become a cornfield.  

In the mid-1950s, archeological digs uncovered 
the location of the buildings and walls. The Fort 
Atkinson Foundation and the Nebraska Game 

and Parks Commission cooperated to develop it 
as a State Historical Park. This information is 
from http://www.fortatkinsononline.org/#/about

-the-fort/history. 
 

As of the writing of this, we don’t know exactly 
when the events start for the day because the 
Fort Atkinson office does not open until May 1. 

If you are interested in this tour, please sign up 
and we will contact you as soon as we get some 
solid details. Also, we plan to have a picnic at a 

small park in Fort Calhoun. There is a nice shel-
ter we will use for our picnic. If a wiener roast 
comes to mind, we will do it there, or, if you 

would just like to munch on a sandwich, that 
will work to. Be sure to sign up at the meeting if 
you want to go on this tour or call Don Graves 

at 402-659-1815. 

file:///C:/Users/DJergensen/Downloads/April%2014%20newsletter%20articles.doc#/about-the-fort/history#/about-the-fort/history
file:///C:/Users/DJergensen/Downloads/April%2014%20newsletter%20articles.doc#/about-the-fort/history#/about-the-fort/history
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Sunday May 18th 
Chalco Hills Recreation Area 

9:30am 

We will be holding the Spring Pancake 

Breakfast at the Chalco Hills Recreation 
Area. The first pancakes will be started at 9:30. 
This is always a fun time even though it can be 

cool. The food will be provided by the club. The 
club will be accepting free will donations to cov-

er the cost of the food. We are planning a presi-
dent’s tour after the breakfast, so get your  A’s 
tuned up and ready to go. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Off to Michigan in a Model A 

 

The Graves and McKinneys are planning a Mod-
el A trip to the MAFFI museum in Hickory Cor-

ners, Michigan, and the Henry Ford Museum 
and other places in Dearborn, Michigan. This 
will be a 10 to 12 day trip starting sometime 

around July 3 to 5 and returning by July 16 or 
17th (because we have to be back for the Gret-
na parade). Besides the museums, one highlight 

of the trip will be a ferry trip across Lake Michi-
gan. 
If you would like more information, please call 

or e-mail Janet Graves (402-453-7166/ 
janet@omahaneb.org). If you might be interest-
ed in joining us on this trip, let us know by May 

1. We don’t have the exact dates and other de-
tails of the trip worked out yet because we 

need to know who all will be going to see what 
works for them. 
Don & Janet Graves and Bob & Mary McKinney   

 
Balloons and Bridges Trek 

July 31—Aug 3 
 

Balloons and Bridges Trek - Visit the Bridges of 
Madison County and other historic sites near 
Winterset, IA and attend the National Balloon 

Classic in Indianola, IA. We will stay three 
nights in a motel in Osceola and cover around 

400 miles in our Model As. Some general infor-
mation is available on the following two web-
sites. More details will be provided later.  

POC: Greg Bowden 
http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com/ 
http://madisoncounty.com/index.php?page=the

-bridges  
 
 

ENWICC 
 
The Eastern Nebraska Western Iowa Car Coun-

cil (ENWICC) is comprised of car clubs of the 
said area. It has 2 major functions, the swap 

meet in Lincoln in March and a book that lists 
all of the car clubs, car shows, and cruise ins. 
Their web site is www.enwicc.com. Howard 

Denker and Dale Jergensen are the representa-
tives for the Meadowlarks. The Council is in ur-
gent need of a web site host. Thus anyone that 

can help in that area, please contact Dale 
Jergensen at 402-949-0521. 
 

Car Council books will be available at the April 
meeting. 

http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com/
http://madisoncounty.com/index.php?page=the-bridges
http://madisoncounty.com/index.php?page=the-bridges
http://www.enwicc.com
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Upcoming Activities for 2014 
Mark your calendar 

 

April 10, 2014 General Meeting, 6:30 pm, Douglas County Health Center 

April 17, 2014 Eat Out, Main Street Café, Lewisville, NE, contact Bob McKinney  

May 4, 2014 Fort Atkinson Tour, time to be determined, Contact Don & Janet Graves  

May 18, 2014 Pancake Breakfast/Picnic, Chalco Hills, 9:30 am with drive  following 

June 9-12, 2014 Regional Meet, Tulsa, OK 

June 28, 2014 Ford Show, Westwood Plaza, 120th& W Center Rd 

July ? -?, 2014 Michigan in a Model A 

July 19, 2014 Gretna Parade, more details to follow 

July 31—Aug 2 Balloons and Bridges Trek, see below, Greg Bowden contact 

August 17, 2014 Wheels at the Fort, Fort Omaha, 30th & Fort Streets 

 
 
Tech Talks at Monthly Meetings 
 

We have had a variety of Tech Talks at our reg-
ular monthly meetings. Several times the ques-
tion has been asked “What would you like a 

tech talk on?” However, that question is usually 
not answered following the Tech Talks.  So, 

here is your chance: write me a note telling me 
what you would like a Tech Talk on. You can e-
mail me at don@omahaneb.org or write a pa-

per note and send it to me or put it in the Sug-
gestion Box that will be provided at the meet-
ing. Or, heck, just call me at 402-659-1815. 

 
If your request is on an item that doesn’t re-
quire much explanation, that is fine. I will com-

bine those small requests together, and we will 

have a Tech Talk that covers all those smaller 
problems.  If you would like a topic covered 

again, that’s fine, too. 
 
The idea of these Tech 

Talks is to cover areas you 
might not understand. It’s 
very possible you are not 

the only one who would like 
this topic covered.  My goal 

here is to have all members 
understand any and all are-
as of our Model As and 

make you feel comfortable 
while driving them.  
 

Hope to hear from YOU, 
Don Graves 
 

 

April 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

May 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

mailto:don@omahaneb.org
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Sunshine Report 

If you have Sunshine news about any of our 

members and would like to share it, please call 

Mary McKinney at  402-332-3993.  

Deadline for Newsletter 
submissions 

 
May newsletter, April 25, 2014. Please 

call/email me and let me know something 
is coming if you’ll miss the deadline. As a 
general rule, the deadline for submitting 

an article for the newsletter will be the 
Friday of the 2nd weekend before a 
General Meeting. My goal, which isn’t 

always met, is to get it to Janet sometime 
during the following week. This allows a 
little time for the mail to get the mailed 

copies to members before the meeting. 
Speaking of which, if you would like to 

switch your mailed newsletter to a down-

April 
Day Name Event 

9 Steve & Nikki Anderson Anniversary 

13 Tony Hartenhoff Birthday 

17 Charlie Earnest Birthday 

26 Millie Jankowski Birthday 

26 Roger Olsen Birthday 

29 Bob & Mary McKinney Anniversary 

29 Dick Knapp Birthday 

   

May 
Day Name Event 

5 Dan Welton Birthday 

8 Marilyn Cahalane Birthday 

9 Ken Grigsby Birthday 

11 Ed & Susan Dellinger Anniversary 

17 Roger Sebeneicher Birthday 

21 Barney Deden Birthday 

22 Rose Wanek Birthday 

27 Dick & Mary Knapp Anniversary 

28 Greg Bowden Birthday 

28 Howard & Mary Denker Anniversary 

30 Nadine Schmid Birthday 

31 Lee Cramer Birthday 

Congratulations to Larry and Elaine 
Blecha 
 
On March 1, they celebrated the 50th anniversary of their   

wedding.  
 

The Blechas have been Meadowlarks since 1971 so we 
have had the pleasure of knowing them for 43 years. Our 

kids grew up together. In fact, we have this photo be-
cause the Blecha’s daughter, Amanda, shared it on Face-
book and our daughter, Jenny, shared it with us.  Other 

Meadowlark kids who keep in touch on Facebook are Da-
vid Knapp, Mike Hartenhoff, Colleen Crabtree, and Laura 

Witte 

 

Don and Janet Graves 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 
Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 
prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 
to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 
future activities. 
     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 
trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 
and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 
Saturday of the month. 
MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 
January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 
Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 
 

 
  

2014 Officers 
 

 
 
 

                             
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year pro-
rated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national 
clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  
MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are $38.00 per 
year. 
 
Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 
Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 
Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

President Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

VP/ Pres.  Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

Secretary Karen Noodell 402-669-3290 

Treasurer Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 

            2014      Board Members 

Charlie Earnest 402-289-4406 

Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274 

Barney Deden 402-558-3314 


