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April 2017                                                                  Omaha, Nebraska Volume 49, Issue 4 

Hello Model A’ers!   
     Everything has been getting busier 
planning for the upcoming region-
al.  These next few months will prob-
ably test our nerves and anxiety, as 
we try to get everything organized 
and completed.  So as the Brits say 
“we must stay calm and carry 
on”,  patience is indeed a virtue.  
     I wasn’t sure what to write about 
for this month. Then I thought “This 
is a car club”, so here I go. 
     150 years ago  in March of 1867 
Nebraska became a state.  On July 
12th 1903, a retired physician made it 
to Omaha with his 2-cylinder, 20 
horsepower engine after crossing 
half of this continent from west to 
east.  He was 31 years old and had 

married a wealthy heiress, so he 
could afford to do this activity.  His 
name was Horatio Nelson Jackson. “ 
     In 1905 there were 571 motor ve-
hicles registered with the Nebraska 
secretary of state and by the spring 
of 1909 the Angus Automobile Co. 
had manufactured  more than 600 
Fuller cars in its factory near the 
Little Blue River” and “apparently the 
first one manufactured in the state 
was the Pabian, built in 1897  by Bob 
Pabian in Prague, a one-cylinder ve-
hicle with a maximum speed of 15 
mph and a thirst for a quart of oil 
every 2 miles. Pabian never made 
another car.”(Creigh, D.W., Where 
NE Dreams Grow. 1981, Miller & 
Paine, Inc. Pg. 100).   

     1905 saw legis-
lation between 
automobiles and 
horses (the cars 
had to halt until 
the horse 
passed).  By 1920 
there were over 
200,000 cars so 
that licensing was then turned over 
to the counties.  And with all these 
cars we needed roads.  And with new 
roads, better drainage, plows for the 
winter months, stop lights, the inter-
state system, a rise in taxes.  Oh how 
I digress,  all of this happened in 150 
years! 
   Esther 

President's Message 

Model As made the front cover of the 
Nebraska City Visitors’ Guide for 2017. 
This photo was taken at Arbor Lodge at 
the 2016 Arbor Day Celebration.  Three 
Meadowlark As attended this event, but 
they are not shown in this photo. 

Special guests at the April meeting will 
be Mr. Novotny from Gretna High and 
students from the Skills Program. They 
will present a short video and answer 
questions about the Skills Program.  
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Upcoming Events 

MONTHLY EAT-OUT NEWS 
by Anne Krueger 

(402-393-8274, akru@cox.net)    

 April 8  General Meeting 
 April 9  Visit to Durham Museum, The Mattress Factory 

    (see p. 3) 
 April 15  Spring Highway Pickup (see p. 3) 
 April 21  Eat-out at Main Street Café in Louisville (see below) 
 April 22  Pinewood Derby (see p. 3) 
 April 23  Board Meeting (see below)  
              ——————————Club events after April —————————- 
 May 13  Visit to Mike’s Classic Cars (see p. 5) 
 May 19-21  Tour to Orange City Tulip Festival (see p. 5) 
 June 17   Pancake Breakfast (note change of date) 
 July 29  Gretna Parade 
 August 26  Club Picnic 

——————————Big Events Coming Up———————————- 
 June 3  Skills, Grilles, and Grills Car Show in Gretna 
 June 5-9  REGIONAL MEET in OMAHA  
 August 20  Vintage Wheels at the Fort Car Show 
 October 27-29 Tentative—bus trip to the MAFFI Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan 

April Board Meeting  
April 23, 2 to 4PM at Sump Library in Papillion 

April Meeting Treats 
We want to thank Esther Miller and Mary McKinney for the great cookies for the March 

meeting. Karen Wickey and Anne Krueger will bring treats for the April Meeting.  

We need help with this! Please sign up for your turn to bring treats. 

EAT-OUTS COMING UP:  

Thursday, May 18: Stella’s in Bellevue 

Thursday, June 15: Shirley’s Diner in Millard 

March eat-out at Azteca Mary McKinney reports this:  On March 16, everyone enjoyed the good 

food and service at Azteca Mexican Restaurant. Attending were Millers, McKinneys, Noodells, Gertners, 

Lee Hendrix, and Dale Jergensen.  Azteca always serves plenty of free appetizers and desserts. A 

April eat-out  FRIDAY, April 21   6:30PM 

at Main St. Café   

             221 Main St in Louisville 
        http://www.mainstcafe221.com/menus 

P PLEASE sign up, if you plan to attend. e 

http://www.mainstcafe221.com/menus
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Admission to the Durham is FREE on April 8 & 9. 
There might be a crowd, but at least we won’t be 
driving our Model As (you can if you want to). 
Afterwards, we plan to catch a bite at  
THE OLD MATTRESS FACTORY 501 N 13th 
 http://www.themattomaha.com/ 
Be sure to sign up if you plan to join us.  

Upcoming Events 

April 15 is Important this year for more than Taxes  
Normally we would be sweating 15 April because of taxes, but this year we 
get a break until the 17th.  So there is no reason not to take a couple hours on 
15 April (Saturday morning) to assist your fellow club members cover a cou-
ple miles of Highway 36 and remove any trash that may have accumulated 
since last fail highway pickup.   We already have a few members signed up, but we need a few more to 
make the task easier and quicker.   So sign up at the April meeting for the a little public service and a 
lot of fun in the open air with your friends.  We will follow the nature walk with lunch at Runza, and 
who knows there may be free ice cream!!  So don’t miss this chance to do a good deed and have some 
fun.  See you at Cubby’s at 156th St. and Highway 36 at 10:00 am on Saturday, 15 April, 2017.  
                      Howard 

Pinewood Derby — April 22 
Join us at the Wagon Wheel District Pinewood Derby at Bellevue University on 
Saturday, April 22nd from 10 am -12 noon to show our cars, visit, and see the 
Derby.  The Derby runs from 11am -4pm, if you wish to stay longer.  We will 
eat out after 12 noon at one of the restaurants.  Please sign up at the next 
meeting. Hope to see you there! 
 
The Boy Scouts love to see our Model As as they arrive for the Derby. It’s a good way to get kids inter-
ested in Model As.  If weather permits, be sure to drive yours.  
 

If you don’t know about the Pinewood Derby, it is a model car race that 
Boy Scouts do. They modify a Pinewood kit and then race the cars. It is very 
similar to our Hubley Derby. You might get some hints about the best way 
to get your Hubley to run fast. If you don’t know what a Hubley is, see 
http://www.mafca.com/hubley_cars.html -- you will want to be prepared 
for the Hubley Derby at our meet in June. 

Sunday, April 9, 1 to 3PM 
 One of the traveling exhibits is  

Searching for the Seventies:  
The DOCUMERICA Photography Project  

Many of us lived through and remember the 
70s well. It ought to be fun to revisit them.  
Other current exhibits are: 
 Ak-Sar-Ben: A Good Place to Race 
 Zoo Revolution: The '70s at The Henry 

Doorly Zoo 
 Through the Perilous Fight: “The Star-

Spangled Banner” and the Civil War 
 Orchestrating a Nation: Musical National-

ism in the Nineteenth-Century  
See descriptions of these exhibits here. 

http://www.themattomaha.com/
http://www.mafca.com/hubley_cars.html
http://www.durhammuseum.org/experience/exhibits/temporary/exhibit-details.aspx?ID=392
http://www.durhammuseum.org/experience/exhibits/temporary/exhibit-details.aspx?ID=319
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 Upcoming Event—Our 2017 Regional Meet 

Plans are progressing for the June 5-9 2017 Omaha Regional.  At 
last count, we were up to 37 confirmed registrations and 52 hotel room 
reservations for the majority of the nights.  This includes a large number 
of guests planning to arrive on Sunday, June 4th, and the majori-
ty planning to stay through Friday night.  Of note, we have received actual 
meet registrations from the expected neighboring states, but also from 
some far-away places, including Arizona, Nevada, and even North Caroli-
na. We feel good about these numbers for late March, and are hopeful 

that these numbers start to really pick up during April.  On that subject, it is a good time for club mem-
bers to register.  Remember, the registration fee increases after May 1st, and it may be more difficult to 
ensure you get the Regional merchandise you want.  We are counting on club member participation on 
a massive scale during the Regional itself.  Your efforts will be needed starting on Sunday, June 4th as 
we will be doing lots of set-up as well as early registrations on Sunday evening.  Monday June 5th will 
be a very busy day as we will be registering participants all day starting at 8:00 AM, running an active 
hospitality room, and culminating the day with our Monday Evening Welcome Dinner.  The rest of the 
week will be equally busy, and we will be needing lots of members driving their Model As on the vari-
ous tours. helping to ensure our guests get to where they need to be, and get back to the hotel safely.  
  

If you haven't done so, be sure to check out the Regional website at:    
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/index.html 

  
This is where you can find all the information on what's going on that week, as well as download your 
registration packet to register for the meet.  If you are unable to download or print out a registration 
packet, let Dale or Greg know before the next general meeting and we will bring you one.   While visiting 
the web site, be sure to check out our great raffle prizes, including the Snap-on Tool Chest (retail value 
$4210), as well as other great prizes including Suzanne Earnest's fabulous quilt. 
  
Our next Regional Committee meeting will be on Saturday, April 8th at 5:15 PM, just before the general 
meeting.  As always, any club member is invited to stop by and see what we're planning. 
  
Greg and Dale 

Breaking News… News from the Model A Era  
MARCH 23, 1929 - President Herbert Hoover had a phone 
installed at his desk in the Oval Office of the White House.  
He was the first President to have a phone on his desk.  
Even though President Hayes had the first phone installed in 
1877, it was in the telegraph room and could only call the US 
Treasury. The next phone installed was located in the foyer 
of the White House.  
http://www.manufacturediscontinued.com/exhibits/
telephones/presidential-telephones-of-the-united-
states.html  

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/index.html
http://www.manufacturediscontinued.com/exhibits/telephones/presidential-telephones-of-the-united-states.html
http://www.manufacturediscontinued.com/exhibits/telephones/presidential-telephones-of-the-united-states.html
http://www.manufacturediscontinued.com/exhibits/telephones/presidential-telephones-of-the-united-states.html


 

Volume 49, Issue 4 

5 

ORANGE CITY TULIP 
FESTIVAL—MAY 19-21 
     It’s more about Dutch 
Heritage than Tulips, but 
it’s a great time. Several of 
us attended the Tulip Festi-
val a few years ago and had 
lots of fun, so we decided 
to go there again. The plan is to leave Blair on Friday around noon. Orange City is about 120 miles north-
east of Blair We will stay in LeMars, which is about 18 miles from Orange City, on Friday and Saturday 
nights. We have 10 rooms reserved at the EconoLodge in LeMars. Anyone interested in going needs to 
make reservations at the EconoLodge as soon as possible. The reservation number is 712-546-8800. 
Tell them the reservation is under the Model A Car Club for May 19 & 20.  The rate is $65/night ($71.50 
with tax) for king-size bed, but you can change that to two queen size beds, if you prefer. One handicap 
room is available.  
     We have learned that the Denver Model A Club is planning to attend these festivities. We thought it 
would be fun to get together with them on Saturday and serve them lunch.  
     If you have questions about this fun tour, call Don or Janet Graves @ 402-453-7166.  We will provide 
more information next month. 

A Bus Trip is in the Works! 
   We are working on a bus trip to Hickory Corners, Michigan 
to visit the Gilmore Museum, where MAFFI’s Model A Muse-
um is located.   
   The tentative dates are Oct. 27-29. We would leave Omaha 
on Friday, visit the Museum all day on Saturday, and return 
on Sunday.   
   These museums have so much to see. See  
MAFFI’s museum and Gilmore Museum for lots of infor-
mation.   
    We will need to fill the bus to make the trip cost-effective 
and we probably won’t have enough people to fill the bus so 
start thinking about friends and family who might want to 
go.  

Immerse Yourself in Classic Ford High Performance Cars 
The Club is planning to tour the facility of Mike Patak, Mike’s Classic Cars on May 13, 
which is located at 9701 N. 204th St., north of Elkhorn NE. and just across the street 
from the National Guard Training facility.  They have a history of restoring some beau-
tiful Classic Fords, plus Mike has his own collection of rare and fast Ford products.  If 
you were lucky enough to have visited this year’s World of Wheels you would have 
seen several examples of their work.  I understand that he even has a couple of Bow Tie products for 
folks that don’t bleed Blue.  We will tentatively plan to meet there at 10:00 and spend a couple of hours 
looking at his cars and their restoration process, and then retire for a delicious lunch at one of Elkhorn’s 
fine dining locations.  If the weather cooperates this would be a nice drive in your antique iron.  So sign 
up at the April meeting so we know how many to plan on.     Howard Denker 

More Upcoming Events 

http://www.octulipfestival.com/
http://www.octulipfestival.com/
http://www.maffi.org/My_Homepage_Files/Page7.html
http://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/
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Always a Bridesmaid 
On March 19, 9 club members went to Mahoney State Park for their spring play. 6 very funny ladies 
acted and this is one of the best plays we have ever seen at Mahoney. After the play, everyone en-
joyed B-B-Que at Parkers.  Attending were Millers, McKinneys, Cahalanes, Noodells, and Lee Hendrix. 
Thanks to Mary McKinney for reporting on this event.   

Past Events 

Activities at General Meetings 
We don’t have a lot of tours this time of year, but 
we are still thinking about our favorite topic—  
Model A Fords. At the February and March meetings 
Don Graves has given Tech Talks on Radiator Shells 
and Windshield Frames.  
 
If you have ideas for Tech Talks you would like to see 
in the future, please let Don know. Call him at 402-
659-1815 or write your idea on the clipboard at a 
meeting.  

The women have been busy at meetings, too. We call the room the ladies meet in the ‘Hens’ Nest.’ 
Mostly the women just have fun visiting. Below they are taking a Valentine quiz and sharing photos 
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Getting to Know Ed and Susan Dellinger 
Our interest in Model A's first started several years ago when we were on 
our way to a friend's home in Bellevue.  We took the wrong street and 
went past a house that had several Model A's in the front yard.  Susan 
made me go around the block again and said she liked the way the 1929 
looked at her.  It had headlight shades on it.  After visiting with our 
friends, we had to go by one 
more time and she insisted we 
stop to look at them.  We did 
and ended up buying the 1929 
Roadster.  We brought it home 
and put it away in our big barn 
and there it sat for 10 years.   
About 1 1/2 yrs. ago we 

brought it to the front of the bldg. and started to check it 
out.  Well, it needed lots of everything.  A friend suggested 
we join the Meadowlark Model A Club about 5 yrs. ago to get 
help with any questions that we may have. That was one of 
the best decisions we ever made. That's when we found out 
that the car belonged to Esther Miller's father.   

Susan was anxious to join in on the Club's car activities so 
we looked for a car because the 1929 was a long way 
from driving.  Don Graves suggested that we look at the 
1931 Slant Window Town Sedan in Gretna.  We called 
and found out that the owner was a friend of ours who 
worked at the old Western Electric Co. with us. He said 
that his wife did not know how to drive it and didn't like 
to ride in it.  Go figure. We bought it on sight and drove it 
home.  We have enjoyed it so much.   
We have also made many great friendships being associ-

ated with the Club.  We have driven to Detroit, Door Co. 

Wisconsin, Hickory Corners, Michigan and Yellowstone 

State Park along with numerous local jaunts. We have 

hopes to keep travelling to all different points of the United States (within reason).  So far the car has 

not failed to get us home (fingers crossed).  Unfortunately, the 1929 is still in pieces in the shop.  We 

hope to someday get it running before we get too old to drive. 

The Dellingers love many kinds of cars. Besides, their two Model 
As, they own these cars:  
 1901 Oldsmobile Replica 
 1932 Chevrolet 
 1941 Pontiac Woody Station wagon 
 1966 Pontiac Lemans Convertible 
 2007 Pontiac Solstice 
The car at the right is the 1932 Chevrolet. Sue says it is great for 
parades but geared really low so it can’t go very fast.  
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Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

April 
Day Name Event 

9 Steve & Nikki Anderson Anniversary 

10 Katie Musel Birthday 

13 Tony Hartenhoff Birthday 

16 Linda Beiriger Birthday 

17 Charlie Earnest Birthday 

19 Jim Musel Birthday 

26 Millie Jankowski Birthday 

26 Roger Olsen Birthday 

29 Bob & Mary McKinney Anniversary 

29 Dick Knapp Birthday 

   

Please welcome these new members: 

 Dave Uhrich 

 Larry & Linda Thomas 

 Don &  Gerry Chase 

May 
Day Name Event 

8 Marilyn Cahalane Birthday 

9 Ken Grigsby Birthday 

11 Ed & Susan Dellinger Anniversary 

17 Roger Sebeneicher Birthday 

21 Barney Deden Birthday 

22 Rose Wanek Birthday 

24 Jill Musel Birthday 

27 Dick & Mary Knapp Anniversary 

28 Greg Bowden Birthday 

28 Howard & Mary Denker Anniversary 

30 Nadine Schmid Birthday 

Life is like a camera.  

You focus on what’s  

important.  

Capture the good times. And if 

things don’t work out,  

take another shot. 

NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS 
We are so sorry if you were sick or in the hospital and we 
didn’t send you a card.  But, we didn’t know. Next time, 
let us know if you are someone in your family should get 
a card. We would like to hear good news, too! 

Bob Benton is selling some of his cars. His web site at 

http://bobsoldcars.godaddysites.com/ says  
“It's time to let some of my collection go so others may 
enjoy them.” 
There are a couple of Model A’s including this 1929 
Model A Ford Roadster Pickup. 
Bob has some beautiful cars.  Be sure to take a look! 

In Memoriam: Former Meadowlark, Nadine Pavik,  

passed away on March 25. Nadine and her husband, 
George, were members from 1969 to 1990. Nadine 
was 99 years old. 

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
http://bobsoldcars.godaddysites.com/
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in our newsletter. 

Volume 49, Issue 4 

Members may place FOR SALE or WANTED ads in this newsletter for free—space permitting. Send the infor-
mation to the newsletter editor, Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org).    Business card ads (like those below) are 
$12 per year for members and $24 per year for non-members. If you would like to place one of these ads or 
know a business who would like to, contact our Treasurer, Janet Graves. 

We could use a few more ads to support the newsletter. If you know of a business that might like to advertise 
here, please ask for a business card. We will put the ad in for one month and send a copy to the business to help 
them decide if they want to continue for a year. 

This spot FOR RENT 
If you know of a business that might like 
to advertise here, please ask for a busi-
ness card & give it to Janet Graves. We 
will put the ad in for one month and send 
a copy to the business to help them de-
cide if they want to continue for a year.   

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2017 Officers 

President Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

VP/ Pres. Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net 

Secretary Sue Dellinger 402-298-8549 suened@jagwireless.net 

Treasurer Janet Graves 402-453-7166 janet@omahaneb.org 

2017 Board Members 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 popoutomaha@centurylink.net 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 don@omahaneb.org  

Karen Noodell 402-234-6110 dn20256@windstream.net 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net
mailto:suened@jagwireless.net
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:popoutomaha@centurylink.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:don@omahaneb.org
mailto:dn20256@windstream.net

