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 President's Message 
 
 
It’s already August.  Where has the summer gone?  It’s 
back to school time for some, time to get those late 
summer projects done for others.  Whatever is on your 
agenda, don’t forget to stop and smell the roses.  This is 
a beautiful time of year.  A great time to take your Model 
A out and enjoy a ride in the country. 
 
July was busy with Model A events almost every 
weekend.  The Gretna Parade was great with lots of 
Model A’s and a big Thank You to Bob and Mary McKinney for hosting lunch afterwards.  The 
Swanson Ford Show in Ceresco was a fun time again with lots of cars.  The tour to Joslyn 
and to the Titanic display at the Children’s Museum was really something to see.  Camp 
Creek was a hit again with lots of cars on display in addition to tractors and steam operated 
trains (our own Larry Blecha’s steam engine is a work of art you have to see) and machinery.  
Our Shenandoah show was rained on but there was still a nice turnout.  The Lewis and Clark 
celebration and car display in Fort Calhoun was a great time with lots to see and do. 
 
We have some terrific things coming up in August and beyond. Just to mention a few:  our 
weekend tour to the Endicott Brick Yard and other area locations August 20-22.  Our Club 
Picnic on September 19th at “The Narrows” in Council Bluffs on the river.  Our September 
General Meeting will feature a guest speaker Ronald W. Thurber with a presentation on the 
National Steam Auto Tour in Sun Valley Idaho.  Check the calendar and read on in this 
newsletter. 
 
Thank You for your Food Bank donations.  Last month we collected 28 cans of food and 
$8.00.  Don’t forget to bring a can of food with you 
to all general meetings. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting! 
 

              Don 
 
 Fords and more in 2004! 



Meadowlark Events & Special Dates 
August 2004 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 
Cleo Wells’ 
Birthday 

3 4 5 6 
Tighe’s 
Anniversary 

7 
Jim 
Kvetensky’s 
Birthday 
 

8 9 
Dunn’s 
Anniversary 
Leonard and 
Gloria 
Johnson’s 
Anniversary 

10 11 12
Barbara 
Bunch’s 
Birthday  
Jim Paskach’s 
Birthday 

13 14 
Regular 
Meeting 
7:30PM 

15  
Lewis and 
Clark Trail 
Marker Tour  
Irma Graves’ 
Birthday  
Jan Paskach’s 
Birthday  
Lori Rima’s 
Birthday 

16 17 
Hanson’s 
Anniversary 

18 
Karen 
McManus’ 
Birthday 
Lavonne 
Olsen’s 
Birthday 

19 
Eat Out Jack 
and Mary’s 
Restaurant 
7PM 

20 
Brick Yard 
Tour 
Ostransky’s 
Anniversary 
Harley 
Heckman’s 
Birthday 
 

21
Brick Yard 
Tour 

22 
Brick Yard 
Tour 
Shyken’s 
Anniversary 

23 24 25 26 
Board 
Meeting  
Location at 
Graves’ 
house   

27 28 
Donna 
Goddard’s 
Birthday   

29 30 31 
Jan 
Hartenhoff’s 
Birthday             
Carol 
Hendrix’s 
Birthday 

 

 
 
More Meadowlarks events: 
Sept 19 Club Picnic at Narrows Landing, Council Bluffs 
Sept 25-26 Council Bluffs Historic Homes Tour Car Display 
January 8, 2005 Annual Banquet 
Still in the planning stages—Fall Tour to Manning, Iowa  
 
Non-Meadowlark events 
PARADES 
 Sept 6 – Septemberfest Parade 
 Sept 18 – Benson Parade 
  
OTHER AREA EVENTS  
 August 15 – see box at right  
 Sept 10-12 Swap Meet at Greenfield, Iowa  
 Sept 26 Fremont Swap Meet  
 Oct. 3  ENWICC Mel Alexander Swap Meet in 
                       Manley, NE. at Cass County Fairgrounds 

Sizzlin’ Summer Car Show 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 
Sunday, August 15 
Lakeside Ampride 

4040 South Expressway 
I-80, Lake Manawa Exit, ¼ mile south 

 
Registration 10:00—Noon 

Show: Noon—4:00 
Award Presentation 3:30 

 
Preregistration $12 

$15 per vehicle day of show 
 

Questions?? 
Phone: 712-366-1132 

Fax: 712-323-9667 
lakesideampride@hotmail.com 



August 15 – Lewis & Clark Marker Interpretive Trail Markers Tour 
This will be a local tour to visit markers that have recently been installed to 
mark the path of the explorers in our area. You may have seen the recent 
article about them in the Omaha World-Herald. These 10 to 14 foot icons 
have been decorated by local artists using clay, glass, and metal. 
 
We will meet at the Cubby’s Gas Stop on 48th & McKinley Rd. (just west of 
the Mormon Bridge on HWY 36 & 75). We will leave at 1:00PM. Our first stop 
will be Fort Calhoun and then we will work our way south –eventually ending 
up at the Lewis & Clark Monument outside of Council Bluffs. 
 
Bring a picnic lunch to eat at the end. This will be an easy Model ‘A’ tour, 
visiting some places you may have never seen before. Hope you can make 
it. Call Don & Janet Graves (453-7166) if you have questions. 
 
August Eat-Out – August 19, 7PM  
Sign up at the meeting or let Lee Hendrix know if you plan to attend. 

It is all about chicken at this West Omaha favorite, where you will 
find some of the best fried bird around. The "Famous Chicken 
Meals" come in large ($8.99), regular ($7.99) and small portions 
($6.99) and are served with two heaping side selections. House 
favorites include chicken and noodles ($6.99), Steak Jack Daniels 
($10.99) and chicken fried steak with all the trimmings ($7.99). 
(from the Orbitz.wcities.com Destination Guide). 

 
 
The “Brick Yard” Tour – a summer driving tour –Aug 20-22 
It’s time to get your “A” out for a good stretch! We will be driving to Beatrice on Friday evening, 
visiting the Endicott Brick Yard on Saturday morning, driving to York while visiting some interesting 
places along the way on 
Saturday afternoon, eating 
Sunday morning brunch at a 
great restaurant in York, then 
heading home.  
 
We don’t have first hand 
knowledge of the brick yard, 
but we hear it is very 
interesting. They make all 
kinds of bricks, but they also 
carve brick murals like this 
one from their web site. 
 
Some of the other places we plan to visit are historic downtown Fairbury, the World’s Largest Porch 
Swing in Hebron, and Lee’s Legendary Marble Collection in York.  
 
Selection of motels and departure decisions will be discussed at the August meeting. If you want to 
join the tour but won’t be at the meeting, please call Don & Janet Graves, 453-7166 for information. 

Jack & Mary’s 
639 No. 109 Court 
Old Mill Shopping 

Center 
Omaha 



   In Memoriam – Donald D. Britten  

 
                   Dec. 10, 1912  to July 9, 2004 
 
The year was 1973. Our Model A Club was in one of its prime growing 
years. Our membership saw 24 families join our organization. Of that 
group, only 5 families are still members this year.  
 
One couple in the “Class of ‘73” was Don and Mary Britten. Their ’28 
Sport Coupe wasn’t quite ready for Model A outings, but within a year 
or so it was. From that time on, it didn’t matter what the activity, the 
Brittens were there and having fun. The Sport Coupe ran like a fine 
clock. Don was quite a craftsman and was always “dreaming up” 
something to make it run even better. He enjoyed old guns, too. He 
restored many guns which looked like junk when he acquired them. 
However, when he was finished with them, they looked and operated 
good-as-new. 
 
Through the years, both Don and Mary held various offices in our club: Co-newsletter editors,  
board members, vice-president, and kitty keeper to name a few. Don loved being Sergeant-at-Arms  
at meetings. He held that job for a total of 16 years. 
 
Unfortunately, Mary died a few years ago and Don’s health started to affect his ability to join in  
activities. The Sport Coupe didn’t get out as often any more, but Don still kept his interest in his 
hobbies and tried to be as active as possible in our club. Although he spent the last couple of years 
in a retirement home, he was still able to attend the Ford Show and annual banquet last year. 
 
Don joined Mary this past month. I’m sure they are enjoying being together once again. Thanks,  
Don & Mary, for some fun times with our Model A Fords. 
 

  
 
 
 
     

 
2005 Model A Calendar 

 
Featuring art work by our 

“resident artist” Dale Freyer 
 

$14.95 
(plus $2 if we need to send it) 

 

Order by Oct. 15 to receive by Dec. 15 
 

Ways to order: 
 • Sign order sheet at the meeting 

• Call or e-mail Janet Graves 
453-7166, janet@omahaneb.org 

• Visit our web site at 
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 

 



July Tours to See Pieces of History 
 

Camp Creek Antique Machinery & Threshing Show 
 
The Camp Creek folks chose a great week-end for this show at their grounds near Waverly. They featured Fords 
this year and there were many Ford cars and Ford tractors as well as many other tractors. The displays of many 
types of historic machinery in action were fascinating. Thanks to Art & Debbie Push for inviting us! 
 
Several of our members showed their Model A’s and enjoyed the day. It was fun to see one of our current 
members (Larry Blecha) and one of our former members (Charlie Cook) running their mini-steam engines 
around the steam train track. 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lewis & Clark Celebration in Fort Calhoun 
August 1 was another beautiful day, although a bit on the hot side. We showed 15 of our A’s as part of the 
celebration and enjoyed the displays ourselves, even though there were 40,000 other people trying to do the 
same thing. The photos below show our President and Secretary negotiating with one of the living history 
campers and the reproduction keel boat that is retracing the route of Lewis & Clark.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other tours this month included the museum tour to Joslyn and to the Children’s Museum to see the Titanic 
Exhibit. They prohibit photography, though, so we don’t have photos of these events.     



Back to School Shopping 
 
According to the 1930-31 Fall & Winter Catalog 
for Fall & Winter, these are the best choices for 
girls’ back to school clothing.  
 
The prices for the girls’ dresses actually ranged 
from 98 cents to $4.98, so these are the top of 
the line. The less expensive dresses were the 
same styles, just different materials. 
 
Parents today would like those prices, but they 
might not like taking care of these clothes – it 
doesn’t look like Permanent Press was part of 
the package. 
 
It does make you wonder whether children 
behaved differently when wearing this type of 
clothes to school, doesn’t it? 
 
 
 
 
  
Fluids needed   
from a Model A Service Bulletin 
Transmission 1 Pint 
Rear Axle (car) 1 ½ Quarts 
Truck Worm Axle 2 Quarts 
Truck Bevel Gear Axle 4 ¼ Quarts 
Dual High 1 Quart 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NEW & USED CARS & TRUCKS 
SALES  SERVICE  PARTS  LEASING 

 
 
 

3401 S. EXPRESSWAY  COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 
SOUTH OFF OF I-80 ON LAKE MANAWA EXIT 

PARTS SERVICE366-0531 366-2526 366-2415 

See Harry or 
Scott for all your  
FORD needs 

FOR SALE 
436cc Polaris Sno-mobile Engine with 

Variable Clutch. Runs Good. 
  

Still Have 2 Ton Hydraulic Floor Jack  
(in good condition) 

  
John Mabry 

(402) 333-3568 

Wanted: Support for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Walk on Aug. 14. Janet Graves & 
Jenny Wulff (Janet’s daughter) will be walkers. You can support them by visiting http://walk.jdrf.org. 

 
Tech talk at August Meeting: 

• The latest fuel filters for that increasing 
problem of rust in the gas tank 

• Door latch restoration. What’s available 
to rebuild latches and one way to do the 
job 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     This is the official publication of the 
Meadowlark Chapter of the Model A Restorers 
Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA).  This monthly newsletter is 
mailed to members, prospective members, and 
editors of similar publications. Its purpose is to 
keep you informed about what has taken place 
and to remind you of future activities. 
     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items 
wanted, for sale, or trade.  They are also invited to 
submit technical Model A information and other 
interesting tidbits.  Material should reach the editor 
by the last Saturday of the month. 
     Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are 
$24.00 per year prorated monthly for new 
members.  Membership in one of the national 
clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs 
if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $30.00 per year and 
MARC dues are $35.00 per year.  
 
 

 
2004 Officers 

President Don Noodell 402-234-6110 
VP/ Pres. Elect Lee Hendrix 895-2432 
Secretary Karen Noodell 402-234-6110 
Treasurer Ruby Monahan 322-1914 

 
2004 Board Members 

Mike Kauss 332-4331 
Janet Graves 453-7166 
Fred Mann 493-7874 
Bob McKinney 332-3993 
Bob Rand 642-2068 

 
MONTLHY MEETINGS:  
Second Saturday of each month (except January) 
at the Commercial Federal Savings and Loan, 
4860 S. 96th (just south of 96th & L)    
 

Doors open at 7:00PM, 
Meeting starts at 7:30PM. 

Prospective Members: 
Call Membership Chairman, Don Graves, 
 for more information about our club.  

402-453-7166 


