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Special Points of Interest: 

 

 Upcoming events 

 Before and After 

 Annual Banquet 
 

 Well  turkey day is over and Christmas 

is right around the corner.  This is one of 

the best times of the year,  however dur-

ing this time of the year there is  little 

time for our cars or our hobby.  It is 

however  a good time to make sure that 

we do the right things to ensure that our 

vehicles survive the winter months.  

Make sure that you are at the next meet-

ing when we discuss things that we 

should do for your cars, while we con-

sume Christmas Goodies. 

 

Last month's attendance was way down, 

but in spite of the low numbers ,  we 

were able to elect a great new set of of-

ficers and board members to assist Lee 

Hendrix in running the club next year.  

Your new officers are Lee Hendrix, 

president,  Don Graves, Vice President,   

Secretary Vicki  Heeren,  Treasurer, 

Mary Denker, new Board Members 

Doug Heeren, Sherri Kunz, and Howard 

Denker.  I hope that you all show them 

the same support and help that you have 

provided me over the past year. 

 

The White Elephant sale was fun as usu-

al however due to the low member turn 

out it raised a new record LOW amount 

for the  treasurery.    Since this month's  

meeting is close to Christmas,  I encour-

age all members to bring in some 

Christmas goodies to share with your 

fellow members.  We will have a short 

meeting and then enjoy the goodies and 

conversations with our friends.  The on-

ly club business that is left to take care 

of this year is the payment of 2011 dues 

and making reservations for the club's 

annual banquet .  Millie Jankowski will 

be taking your dues and banquet reser-

vations.  So don't leave home without 

your check book. 

 

The Kids Christmas Party was held last 

Sunday with 12 children attending.  It 

was a wonderful time for the little ones, 

Lee Hendrix daughter provided some 

great activities for the kids.  They were 

all busy making and consuming marsh-

mallow snowmen that were as tasty as 

they were cute.   Then when the excite-

ment started to slow down, who showed 

up but Santa Claus himself.   He gave 

the kids an update on what was going on 

at the North Pole, and made sure that 

they were doing their best to be good 

and got promises from all of them that 

they would help at home this next 

month.  In exchange he listened to each 

and every one of their wants for Christ-

mas.  It sounded like he made some 

pretty big promises, just hope he can 

hold up his end of the deal. 

Merry Christmas Everyone 

 your lame duck president,  Howard 

Denker 

From the Editor: 

 

It was a light news month, but 

it did provide an opportunity 

to put in the handouts on 

sparkplugs.  

 

Please contact me at 

dwjerg@gmail.com if you 

have any ideas for upcoming 

newsletters or phone me on 

402-949-0521. 

 

Dale 
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Meadowlark Model A FORD Club Annual Banquet 
 

Anthony’s Steakhouse 
 

7220 F Street, Omaha, NE 

 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

 

All dinners are $25.00 
Includes 20% gratuity, 7% sales tax &  

2.5% city restaurant tax 

 

Please make an entree choice when you pay.   

 

        Dinner Choices:    8oz. Top Sirloin, Chicken Parmigiana, 

 Pecan Crusted Pork Loin, Baked Salmon  

 
All dinners include house salad with Anthony’s own Italian  

Dressing and your choice of a vegetable and starch.  

Kid’s Christmas PartyKid’s Christmas PartyKid’s Christmas Party   

I only have a visual report of the Kid’s Party. Being that a picture is worth 

a thousand words, it looks like the kids had a good time. 



 

Before and After 
Ed and Millie Jankowski’s 

Tudor 
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We acquired our Model A tudor in the summer of 

1980, shortly after completing the first addition on 

our home, which added a second garage to park the 

truck in.  The truck really never had a chance.  
 
The car was acquired from a retired gentleman lo-

cated near the Crossroads shopping center. As al-

ways it had a few problems that needed immediate 

attention in order to be safe.  My Dad was over just 

about every evening to help tinker.  He 

had a 1929 tudor in his younger days so it 

was reminiscing for him. We enjoyed a 

few short trips on weekends such as to 

visit my folks and a spin around the block, 

but Millie did not feel comfortable and 

thought it was a little unreliable. I had my 

doubts too. 

 

One Sunday afternoon a friend called to 

say there was a bunch of old cars like 

mine at the nursing home on 55th and 

Grover. We immediately piled in the tudor and 

motored over there.  That was my first expo-

sure to the Meadowlark Model A Ford club.  I 

met John Mabry, Don Lueders and others.  

John became a friend for life and really guided 

me through those early days of Model A own-

ership.  By early fall after a trip to the cross-

roads to buy a floor jack the old girl started 

knocking in the bottom end which was great, 

now I could look inside the engine. What I 

found was not good.  John’s words were, “We 

can probably cut some grooves with a church 

key and she will run, but...”.  That is when the 

restoration started.  While buying the jack we 

ran into Howard Denker, and I told him about 

my great acquisition.  Howard was restoring 

his Model A at that time (1980). 

 

The engine went to Marysville, Missouri that win-

ter, the body was taken off the frame and placed on 

a homemade “worktable” and the chassis was total-

ly disassembled.  In the summer of 1981 the body 

was moved nightly from the garage to the driveway 

with the help of several neighbors.  It became clear 

after that summer that I could handle 

                                              Continued next page 
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tinkering with mechanical things, but I was no 

body man. So in late summer the body was 

hauled off to Council Bluffs Iowa to Otto 

Sarr, who according to the Model A club 

guys, was quite the body man.   I continued to 

work on the chassis and under the guidance of 

John Mabry finally got the rear end together 

correctly so it would have 3 speeds forward 

and one backward.  Parts requiring platting 

were taken to Val at Omaha Plating on S 24th 

St. It took Val until the spring of 1983 to find 

the crank-hole cover rivet so the radiator shell 

could be installed.  But that shell sure got a lot 

of comments setting behind 

the counter in his shop.  

Later that fall Don Britton 

gave me a one-gallon gas 

tank and helped get the en-

gine started.  For the re-

mainder of 1981 and the 

summer of 1982 we terror-

ized the neighborhood with 

our peach crate seat as we 

raced the chassis on the lo-

cal streets.  It is a wonder 

that we never got the cops 

called on us. The body, 

fenders, and other painted 

parts were at Otto’s until the winter of 

1982 when Tony Hartenhoff and Otto trail-

ered the body to our garage and we placed 

it on the chassis.  That winter we installed 

the interior.  Jerry McManus came over 

after several monthly meeting just to see 

how things were coming along.  Jerry was 

restoring his pickup at that time (1982).  In 

the dead of winter Tony and Otto came 

over a few nights and hung the fenders.  

They used a spit can in my garage.   

 

April 1983 was the maiden voyage for our 

tudor to the wings and wheels rally at the 

Council Bluffs airport.  We had a lot a fun 

that first summer attending the Model A 

club activities.  The best was when the kids 

were riding in the back seat bouncing around 

and said, “this is fun let’s do it some more.”  

 

Since that restoration the tudor has provided 

me with many opportunities to tinker and we 

recently refreshed the black paint with the 

help of Don Graves.  

 

The tudor has provided our family with lots of 

fun and kept me from the bars with the contin-

uous tinkering for the past 30 years. 

 - Ed and Mille Jankowski 
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Model A Sparkplug 

Recommendations 
(Oklahoma Guarantee) 

 

Recommended Sparkplugs for the Model A: 

 New Champion 3X - $27 

 Champion W18 (Equal to Champion 3X) - $12.96 

 Autolite 3076 (Hotter than W-16Y) - $2.34 

 Motorcraft TT10 (Same as 3076) - $3.60 

 

Not Recommended for the Model A: 

 Champion C-4 (Ref. Ford S/B Aug. 1932) 

 Champion W-16Y (Equivalent to C-4) - $12.96 

Heat Range Test - Larry Brumfield 
fordbarn.com 

 

 Start with car at operating temperature 

 Run at cruise speed for a few miles 

 W/O letting off throttle, turn off ignition 

 Push in clutch and let off throttle 

 Coast to stop and let cool a little 

 Remove and examine plugs 

 Should be Lt. Brown to Grayish Tan 

 White is too hot, Black is too cold 

Below are a couple of  handouts on sparkplugs provided by Howard Denker several 

meetings back. 



 
 

December 2010 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 3 4 

Kids 
  Christmas 
    Party 

6 7 8 9 10 Regular 
   Meeting 

12 13 14 15 
     Board 
  Meeting 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 Christmas 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

 

December 
 

11   Regular meeting  No tech talk scheduled. Bring 

cookies and other goodies for sharing. 7:30 pm 

Town Hall, Douglas County Health Center, 42nd 

and Woolworth Ave, Omaha, NE  

 

15   Board meeting at a place to be announced. 

 

25  Christmas 

 

January 
 

7 Annual Banquet - Anthony’s Steakhouse  

           see page 2 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY 

INSURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroidery 
Quality Computerized Monograms & Embroidery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 
   

 
Come to the "Best in the Midwest" 

for your new Model 'T' and 'A' 
parts.  See us for mechanical parts, 

books, accessories, sheet metal, 
fenders, roadster bodies, pickup 

beds, wood kits, and original style 
bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Rick & Joan Birkenholtz 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 
 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of Ameri-
ca (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, prospec-

tive members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is to keep 

you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of future 
activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information and 
other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 7:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2010 Officers 

 

 

2010 Board Members 

 

 

 Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year.  
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

VP/ Pres. Elect Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 

Secretary   

Treasurer Millie Jankowski 402-558-7679 

Steve Anderson 402-571-1041 

Ed Jankowski 402-558-7679 

Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 

Bruce Rima 402-533-8198 

Bob Rand 712-642-2068 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 


