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Special Points of Interest: 

 

Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

Birthdays and Anniversa-

ries 
 

As I set down to 
write another 
message; I am 
thankful for the 
beautiful Fall 

weather that we’ve enjoyed.  Today 
is a reminder of what we are to ex-
pect for the next few months.  It is 
cold, SNOWY, and a good day to be 
inside. 
 I officially put my Model A to 
rest for the winter last week.  All I 
can do now is to scan the various 
catalogs and magazines and dream 
of projects to undertake next spring. 
 I would like to take the op-
portunity at this time to encourage 
all members to be thinking about 
the Model A Museum.  I would like 
to see the club approve a donation 
to that organization so we can have 
our name displayed as being a con-
tributor.  Some of us may never get 
a chance to go there; however, our 
children or grandchildren will be able 
to see that we cared enough about 

our hobby to see it continued. We 
will have some discussion about this 
at the upcoming meeting. 
 I would like to thank El & Dot 
Gertner hosting a chili and pie sup-
per for the club.  I think I can speak 
for everyone attending that every-
thing was delicious thanks for the 
hospitality. 
 Just a reminder about this 
month’s meeting.  Don’t forget to 
bring your favorite cookies to share 
with everyone.  We are not planning 
on having a tech talk this month, 
although I’m sure that there will be 
various conversations about the 
Model A’s. 
 Here’s wishing everyone 
have a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  If you are traveling dur-
ing the holiday season, please be 
careful and drive safely. 
 
Merry Christmas 
 
Lee Hendrix 

President's Message 

2012 Membership Dues are still $24.00 
 

We will be collecting your membership dues for 2012 at the December 
meeting.  If you can’t make the meeting, please send your dues to the 
treasurer: P.O. Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 
 
THANKS 
Mary Denker 
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Before and After 

My Love Affair With the Model A 
By El Gertner 

 

It all started back in the 50’s when I was in high school 
that I developed my love for the Model A. At that time 
most farmers would buy a new car and put the old A in 
the grove. I did my share of looking through the 
neighbors’ groves for Model A’s, and parts that I could 
use. My first Model A was a two door 1931 that I earned 
when I did a neighbor’s chores for a long weekend. When 
I settled up on my wages I said I would take the Model 
A. He agreed, and I had a Model A. I called it my rabbit 
hunting car. 
 
On warm winter days I would drive over to the cattle 
tank and fill the radiator with water. When finished I just 
drained the water until the next time. I worked for several summers for another neighbor, lived at 
home, and used the A to drive back and forth. It was better than the Doodle Bug Scooter. In the eve-
nings this neighbor would help me work on the old A. It got a paint job, gun metal gray, and a piece 
of Masonite for a new top. It was not restored to the standards I have today. She needed a name, so 
I named her Isabel after the farmer’s wife. I ended up selling Isabel to my cousin, Wayne. 
 
My second Model A was a coupe that I found when I was hired out to swath a neighbor’s oats field. I 
ended up buying the Model A coupe for fifteen or twenty dollars. My brother and I took my Dad’s 
tractor that evening and pulled the A out of the grove. When we got it into the yard, we filed the 
points, got it running, and drove it home. At that time this farmer got a new ’49 Ford. On the way 
home with the old A I knew why he got a new car. The A had a good body and an excellent engine, 
but if you got going a little too fast it would start to shimmy due to bad front king pins. It would al-
most throw you off the road. I learned how to avoid the problem and enjoyed it around Dad’s farm. 
 
When I went to college Dad said to get that junk out of the grove. I sold parts of the coupe and dou-
bled my money. I thought I did well. 
 
I inherited a 1934 Chevrolet that our family picked up from another neighbor a few years earlier for 
twenty dollars. My older brother had taken it to college. It was brought home with a head gasket 
leaking, and I tore it apart and overhauled the motor. I would go to our local mechanic and ask all 
kinds of questions. The valves were ground, and I fit each of the bearing caps. My Dad would shake 
his head as I had pieces of the engine all around our little tool shop. He ended up as proud as I was 
after I got it running. It was a very good driver, and I learned a few mechanical skills. 
 
After I finished school and started teaching, I still wanted to restore a Model A. I wanted to find one 
while they were still available. I had this desire to drive with a group of old cars across country. If I 
would have known how long it would take to fulfill my dream I may not have started. 
 
Looking for a Model A, I remembered seeing an A that was in an open garage a couple of years ear-
lier. It was on a farm near Eldridge, IA where I had been selling Electrolux vacuum cleaners. The 
mother of the owner of the Model A still lived on the farm. The son was in Ames, Iowa going to vet 
school. The Model A was pulled out of the garage. She said a couple of kids had tried to get it started 
but failed. So it was for sale. It wouldn’t start because it was out of gas. The mother wanted me to 

Continued on page 5 
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Meadowlark Model A FORD Club Annual Banquet 
 

Anthony’s Steakhouse - 7220 F Street, Omaha, NE. 

Saturday, January 14, 2012 

Cocktails @ 6:00 p.m., Dinner @ 7:00 p.m. 

All Dinners are $25.00 
Includes 20% gratuity, 7% sales tax & 2.5% city restaurant tax 

 

Please make an entrée choice when you pay. 

Dinner Choices: 8oz. Top Sirloin, Chicken Parmigiana,  

Pecan Crusted Pork Loin, or Pecan Salmon. 
All dinners include house salad with Anthony’s own Italian Dressing and your choice 

of vegetable and starch. 

 
The evenings’ entertainment after dinner will be a gift take away game!  Everyone is 

asked to bring a wrapped gift ($10.00 max ) to participate.    
 

If you can’t make it to the meeting on Saturday night please mail in your selec-

tion and payment to the Club P.O. Box 6011, Omaha NE 68106.  Don’t be left 

out of the Fun!! 

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Hands On Tech Talk 
 
Heads up!! Coming up soon after the first of the year we will again hold a 
Distributor clinic similar to the one we did a couple years ago. Since most of 
the cars are put away for the winter, this is a great time to re-build your 
current distributor or an extra distributor.  We will examine your distributor 
at one of the next meetings and determine what it needs and then on a 
Saturday morning, yet to be determined, we will meet at Don Graves ga-
rage where we will re-build what you bring and then have you learn to in-
stall it in a motor, set the timing and start the motor. It is a great way to become familiar and 
comfortable with the Model “A” ignition system.  Blow ups of the Distributor and parts lists will 
be available at the next meeting. 
 

Howard Denker 
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Upcoming Events: 

December 10th - Regular meeting with board meeting prior and cookie exchange after 
January 14th - Annual Club Banquet, Anthony’s Steakhouse, 7220 F Street, Omaha, NE 
January 19th - Olive Garden, 7505 Dodge St, Omaha, NE, Ed Jankowski contact person 
February 18th - Bunko & Soup, Doug and Vicki Heeren contact people 
July 3rd - Picnic and Fireworks - 160 Ginger Cove Rd, Valley, Ne, Doug & Vicki Heeren contact people 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Board mtg 

5:45pm 
Monthly Meet-

ing 
6:30pm 

11 12 13 14 

  

15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Soup + Bunko= Warm Tummies, Hands & Hearts 
 
Mark you calendars for the February 18th Soup and Bunko Bash.  Bring a batch of your favorite soup to 
share, and warm up those hands as you take your chance with the dice.  Lots of hot air will be sure to 
follow as we make the rounds in a Bunko tournament.  If you have never played Bunko, give it a try- It is 
easy to learn and even a beginner can come away with a prize.  Where? Douglas County Hospital Meeting 
Room @ 6:30. Contact Doug & Vicki Heeren with any questions. 
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have the car when I told her I wanted to restore it. Making a long story short, we talked to her son, 
and he put a price of $300 on the car. I said he should send me the title, and I would send him a 
check. That is how I acquired my 1930 two door in April of 1969. 
 
I went out to pick up the car, taking some oil and gas along. I changed the oil where it stood and 
jumped it with my ’64 Pontiac. It started, and I drove it twelve miles home. I wasn’t quite ready to 
work on it just yet. For a while I would drive Isabel, named after my first A, around the block occa-
sionally until the timing gear went out. 
 
I then started taking parts off the car, restoring them, wrapping them in paper and stroing them in 
boxes in my basement. This happened until I got the frame on wheels and the body back on the 
frame. Then I decided to store the A away from home. What a mistake. I couldn’t get it back home 

again even to work on it. It was stored 
in one garage where water would run 
across the floor in the spring. Another 
was a garage of a friend whose cat used 
my car to perch on. 
 
Well I didn’t give up on old Isabel, and 
six or seven years ago, with the help of 
Don Graves, got it upholstered. Finally, 
Isabel was ready for the road and the 
tour I dreamed of so many years earlier. 
Isabel now has a good life in her own 
garage! 

Annual Banquet Entertainment 
January 14th 

 

This year instead of hiring outside entertainment the board has decided that we will ask every 
member who plans on attending to bring a wrapped present with a value of $10.00.   All pre-
sents will all be put on a table, and each member that brings a present will be given a num-
ber.  After the dinner, awards presentations, and installation of officers we will play a game of 
Take Away Gifts.  The member that has drawn the number 1 will go first and pick a gift, 
unwrap it, and proudly display it for all to see.  Then we will proceed to the member with 
number 2.  He will be given the option of picking a wrapped present from the table, or taking 
an opened gift that one of the members already has.  No one is allowed to immediately take 
back a present that was taken from them, but must take one from the table or from one of 
the other members.  There are limited choices at first, but the more gifts that are opened, the 
more choices become available as the game proceeds.  A time limit of 1 & ½ minutes will be 
allowed to complete each new number drawn.  You can look forward to some very stimulated 
competition for some gifts.  We will proceed through all of the numbers, and then go back to 
number 1, since originally they did not get a chance to steal a gift.  We will continue through 
the numbers until someone says that they are satisfied, and at that point the game is over 
and everyone has the gift they have at that point. It really is not very complicated and will be 
a lot of fun!! 

Before and After cont. from p. 2 



 

From the Editor: 
 
I seem to have overcome my heart’s electri-
cal issues, and the Dr. indicated I would need 
no more surgeries unless something else 
pops up. Now I can use the winter to see 
what I will be ambitious enough to do on the 
A come Spring. My list of things for last year 
will be where I will start as I had several 
things that I couldn’t do through the Summer 
and Fall.  
 
Thank you to all the members who have in 
my life and made this past year a joyful one. 
 
Dale 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Drinks at the Meeting 
 

Coffee (decaffeinated) is served at the meet-

ings to accompany the treats. However, if you 

are not a coffee drinker, you will need to bring 

your own drink or buy one from the in-house 

vending machines. 

December 
Day Name Event 

13 Greg & Priscilla Bowden Anniversary 

18 Joan Klutts Birthday 

20 Dave & Judy Beckman Anniversary 

FOR SALE: 1929 Standard Fordor Sedan – Murray body. Most work 
done, but needs to be finished. New LeBaron Bonney upholstery kit 
included. 
For more details, contact Ben Cacioppo, 402-291-3351 
 
FOR SALE: 1929 Special Coupe. Older, nice restoration – still looks 
real nice.  Has rumble seat and trunk on rear. 
For more information, contact Don Graves, 402-659-1815. 

For Sale: 

January 
Day Name Event 

2 Bob McKinney Birthday 

2 Bill & Barb Patterson Anniversary 

9 John Schmid Birthday 

9 Verl & Shizuko Chase Anniversary 

11 Dale Jergensen Birthday 

11 Barb Patterson Birthday 

28 Charles Leddy Birthday 

Merry Christmas and Best 

Wishes in the NewYear 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroi-

dery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 

   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2011 Officers 

 

2011 Board Members 

 

 

  

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year.  
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 

VP/ Pres.  Don Graves 402-453-7166 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Steve Anderson 402-932-1401 

Ed Jankowski 402-558-7679 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 


