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Hello Meadowlark Model A’ers, 
    I hope you all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.  Our grandson,  
Emerson, had his first ever Thanks-
giving at almost 6 weeks old!  The 
weather was absolutely beautiful 
wasn’t it.  This time of year one 
thinks a lot about our loved ones 
who were here before us and that 
have left us in what seems to be too 
soon.  A true occurrence that I al-
ways think about at Christmastime 
is Christmas Eve, 1914.  On the 
Western Front (in No Man’s Land) in 
World War One, this momentous 
event changed the lives of soldiers 
from, France, Germany, and Eng-
land.   “In the trenches, along many 
parts of the front, things were not 
as they had been.  The spirit of 
Christmas was in the air and it was a 
most powerful and pervasive 
force.  Added to the other elements 
already present-the proximity, the 
sharing of extreme conditions, the 
growing tendency towards a ‘live 
and let live’ mentality, the eager-
ness of families, friends and even 
authorities that the soldiers share 
the pleasures of the season- 
that spirit became irresistible”. 
(Brown, M & Seaton, S., Christmas 
Truce, 1984, MacMillan, Pg.60-
61).  It started as a barrage 
of singing back and forth, which be-
came less patriotic and more hymns 
and old songs.  Disapproved Christ-

mas trees were carried up, along 
with other symbols of the season.  A 
shell riddled church was set up for 
special services for the German 
Troops to start with (all denomina-
tions).  In some sectors of the line of 
trenches, the truce began as early 
as December 23rd.   Soldiers started 
crossing the short distance between 
the trenches (some as close as 30 
yards) bearing no arms, started ex-
changing cigarettes and greetings.  A 
parley of the officers of Germany, 
England, and France discussed a 
truce.  A Christmas Day burial of 
killed soldiers occurred jointly in No 
Man’s Land.   As word or words 
from the soldiers that were sent 
home and censored, the upper 
brass of the countries involved be-
came concerned.  Fraternization 
and companionship were not good 
for the killing machine of 
war.   Eventually most of these men 
were transferred to another area of 
war so they would start fighting 
again.  I am always struck by the 
thought that Politicians and Kings 
(Presidents, Dictators) get us into 
the wars, but they do not fight in 
them.  How propaganda and preju-
dice help promote our willingness to 
partake in these events. Well, may-
be a six pack and a bon fire would 
do more for world peace.  

   I will end my December message 
by saying that this year moved along 

pretty 
fast.  Dale 
Jergensen and 
Greg Bowden 
brought the 
Regional Meet 
together suc-
cessfully and 
was a lot of 
fun.  We had 
fun tours and a 
parade, so there should have been 
something for everyone.  We had 
two good shows: the Skills, Grilles, 
& Grills planned by Ken Grigsby and 
the Wheels at the Fort planned by 
Patty and Barney Deden.  I would 
like to thank the Board members for 
contributing their time and effort 
for the betterment of the 
club:  Anne Krueger, Lee Hendrix, 
Karen Noodell, Don Graves & How-
ard Denker.  Anne Krueger and Lee 
Hendrix will be ending their terms 
and Jim Musel and Dave Miller will 
be starting their terms.  A big thank 
you to Janet Graves, Susan 
Dellinger, and Bob McKinney for 
also keeping everything going in the 
paper area (newsletter, secretary 
minutes, treasury), and general 
guidance. 
I hope that this Christmas finds you 
to be at peace.  I hope to see you all 
at the Christmas Banquet. 
        Stay Calm & Carry On, 

                Esther  
 

President's Message 

Important Deadline!!! 
The Club Banquet will be on January 6 at Lo Sole Mio . You can 
see the menu and details on page 3. The deadline for reserva-
tions with payment is December 9 (the general meeting date). 
If you are not able to attend the meeting, be sure to contact 
Janet Graves (402-453-7166) to get your reservation made. 
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Upcoming Events 

 December 9 Regular Meeting 
 December 17 Board Meeting (see below) 

 
       ——————————Club events in 2018 —————————- 
 January 6, 2018 Banquet—note date change — NOT 2nd Saturday 
 January 21, 2018  Board Meeting,  2-4PM Sump Library 

 June 2, 2018 Skills, Grilles, and Grills Show in Gretna 

December Board Meeting (2017 & 2018 Board Members) 
December 17th (Sunday afternoon)  2:00-4:00 pm at  Sump Library, Papillion  

Non–board members are welcome, but please let Esther know that you will be attending 
and if you want to have an item added to the agenda. 

Meeting Treats 
Thanks to everyone who brought Chili and other goodies  

to the November meeting. 

In DECEMBER we ALL bring treats to share 

L No Eat-Out in December p 
 

Let’s make this our resolution for the New Year: 
 

IF YOU SIGN UP, SHOW UP! 

 
 

November Eat-out  
at Nettie’s 

 
We had a small group  
(9 of the 15 who signed up),  
but we enjoyed our journey to great 
Mexican Food.  
Yum!! Toad Tacos and ChimiChangas! 



 

Volume 49, Issue 12 

3 

Upcoming Event 

 3020 S. 32nd Ave (annex on west side of 32nd Ave) 

Saturday, January 6 
4:00PM Cocktails (Cash bar) 
5:00PM Italian Buffet Dinner 

Lasagne 
Chicken Parmesan 
Fettuccini Alfredo  

Tomato Basil Starter 
Mixed Greens Salad 
Homemade Bread 

Roasted Garlic Cloves 
Dessert 

 

Followed by Awards, Officer & Board Installation, 
and Entertainment by The Kramer Sisters 

 

Member price $15 
Non-member Guest price $29 

 

Please make reservation with payment by 
December 9 (meeting date) 

 

If you have dietary restrictions, please inform 
Esther Miller 402-593-2009 

or Karen Wickey 402-217-5342 

Annual Banquet at Lo Sole Mio 
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Past Events 

Highway Pickup 

Saturday, November 4th, 10 of our 
Meadowlark Model “A” members 
showed up to support the Club’s 
commitment to the State Highway 
Department and our environ-
ment.  We need to thank these 
members for their willingness to 
share the work with their fellow club 
members.  Barney Deden, Mike  
Cahalane, El Gertner,  Don 
Graves,  Steve Zikmund, Jim Musel 
and daughter Kylie,  Dave and Esther 
Miller. The amount of trash was re-
duced from previous years, so with 

10 volunteers the task went fairly quickly and in no time we were sharing Runzas and a few good sto-
ries.  After lunch many of us went to visit Don Ohnstad who lives just north of the highway we pick 
up.  He owns several rare and nicely restored cars, and has one of the nicest man Caves that I have ever 
visited.  I am amazed at how clean and organized that he keeps his work area.    Howard Denker 

Veterans’ Day at Hy-Vee 

Three Meadowlarks and one 
member of the Centennial 
Model T Club answered the call 
to provide antique autos for 
the Veterans to view at their 
annual Breakfast celebration. 
 
Dave Miller reported that 
“HyVee provided us with 
breakfast and we enjoyed the 
employee quartets music and 
visiting with the veterans and 
amongst ourselves. “ 
 
Meadowlarks attending were 
Dave Miller, Jim Musel, and 
Steve Zikmund. The Model T 
was provided by George 
Schmidt, who also provided 
these photos. 
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Chili Cook-off 

Bunco 

We had several good Chili entries for the Cook-off. Thanks to judges Anne Krueger, Dave Miller, and Jim 
Musel, who tasted and rated them all.  The winners were First Place: Janet Graves. Tie for Second and 
Third: Mike Tritsch and Mary Denker. Mike won the tie-breaker and took the prize. 

Big winners were:  
Jim Musel, Esther Miller, 
and Kiley Musel.  
Booby prizes went to  
Nancy Hanshaw, Ken  
Krueger, and Katie Musel.  
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What happened 90 years ago on December 2?  The first Model A went on sale. 

Here is your chance to be a Santa this year. We have decided not 
to play our usual ¨Take-away Gifts” at the Banquet. 
That cost each of us  around $15 for a gift. We got to take one 
home, but it might not have been one we wanted. So, this year you 
can (if you wish) donate the money that we would have spent on 
these gifts. This money is being collected at the November and De-
cember meetings as well as at the Banquet and then will be  
donated to the Food Bank for the Heartland . 

The club has a new FlickrPro photo website at  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/156747756@N06/albums .  
Be sure to check it out! This link will take you to a list of ‘Albums” each of 
which have a cover logo like the one at the right. Once you click on an 
album, use the Navigation bar above the title slide (shown below).  
You can view the photos in slideshow mode (1), small photos (2), or large 
photos (3). When you want to check out a different album, click on ‘Back 
to albums list.’ The site is still in process. More to come. 

MAFCA is selling 7 styles of Model A Christmas 
cards in its online store. 
 
Visit the MAFCA store & scroll clear to the bottom 

to buy this card or 6 other styles. 
 

There are lots of other goodies in the store, if you 
are still shopping for Christmas presents. 

1 2 3 

Did we make it around the world this year? Probably not  
But, we still need your mileage for the year.  If you have put your ‘A’ away for the 
winter, don’t forget to record your odometer reading! Send it to Janet Graves  
(janet@omahaneb.org or call 402-453-7166). If you have the reading from the start 
of the year, please send that, too. It looks like we will be starting from scratch. 

https://foodbankheartland.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/156747756@N06/albums
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?show_price=yes&page=1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/156747756@N06/albums/72157690785250166


 

Volume 49, Issue 12 

7 

The Night before Christmas  
 
    ‘Twas the night before Christmas, the 
clock struck eleven. Everyone else was in bed; 
they’d be up long before seven. Milk and 
cookies for Santa, carrots for the reindeer. 
Set out for the visitors they hoped would 
soon be here. I turned off the lights as I 
walked through the house, chuckling as I 
thought of the proverbial mouse.  
    I looked out the window into the bright 
starry night, and grumbled as I saw he’d for-
gotten the garage light. I put on my coat, 
boots, mittens and hat. You can bet in the 
morning he’d hear about that. I walked to the 
garage, and as I got near, some movement 
and a voice inside I could hear.  
    I crept to the window and scraped off the 
frost. Looked inside to see some elves and, of 
course, Santa Claus. Elves on the running 
board, trunk and spare, I stood still, couldn’t 
move, didn’t dare. I listened as he spoke to 
them, smiling as he did. He talked about the 
Model A, his car when he was a kid.  
    “This vehicle is a piece of the past, this 
standard Fordor car, it made the world a 
smaller place, so men could travel far. This 
car gave every man a chance to step beyond 

his home. To leave his land, his town, his state, and go and go where he would 
roam. It opened up the world to every man, this little Model A Ford. The average 
man could buy this car - he couldn’t afford an L-29 Cord.  
    “This car you see here, this chicle and copra drab Model A. Is sixty-four years 
old, if it’s even a day. It is cared for and loved by the family who lives here, who 
get pleasure and enjoyment with it, all through the year. It makes my heart glad 
and me, happy to see, that a simple thing can be a joy to a family.”  
    He shined the motometer and patted the hood, then he commented, “Even the 
body is framed with wood.” He gathered his elves and went to his sleigh, and went 
off of the roof, up, up, up and away. I walked back to the house and went up to 
bed, with the vision of Santa Claus still in my head.  
    I dreamed of Santa and elves all night. And woke the next morning to the 
sounds of delight. The children were up, down by the tree, looking at their stock-
ings to see what they could see. The carrots, milk and cookies were gone, the 
plate was clean, Santa, his elves and reindeer had made the scene.  
    There was a note from Santa to all the family “Merry Christmas to all, and save 
a ride for me!” they all looked puzzled, wondering what did this mean? As I smiled 
to myself, my eye had a gleam. I knew what he meant, that wonderful man. Model 
A Ford people have fun, as no one else can.  
 
Reprinted from :The Running Board, Northwestern Connecticut A’s 
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Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

January 
Day Name Event 

2 Bob McKinney Birthday 

2 Bill & Barb Patterson Anniversary 

9 John Schmid Birthday 

9 Verl & Shizuko Chase Anniversary 

11 Dale Jergensen Birthday 

11 Barb Patterson Birthday 

12 Ken & Anne Krueger Anniversary 

25 Priscilla Bowden Birthday 

28 Charles Leddy Birthday 

29 Ingrid Holm Birthday 

31 Brian Gernandt Birthday 

December 
Day Name Event 

13 Greg & Priscilla Bowden Anniversary 

16 Nancy Hanshaw Birthday 

20 Dave & Judy Beckman Anniversary 

28 Susan Dellinger Birthday 

30 Patty Deden Birthday 

Dave and Esther Miller’s new 
grandson, Emerson Theodore, 
is doing well.  He visited 
Grandma and Grandpa for 
Thanksgiving. Looks like he is a 
good little sleeper.  

Dave and Cindy Uhrich have a new granddaughter, 
named Kinsley Marie.  She was 5 weeks early and spent 
some time in the NICU at Methodist Women's Hospital.  
She is now home and starting to gain weight.  

Congratulations to  
Nancy Hanshaw.  

She is retiring Dec. 1! 

DUES are $24.00 per year per family. They are due on December 1.  

Hurry! If you haven’t paid your dues, send then to our club mailbox:  
Attention: Treasurer, Meadowlark Model A Ford Club, PO Box 6011, 
Omaha, NE 68106. Get it post-marked by Dec. 1 to avoid the late 
fee.  

B A B Y  U P D A T E S  

Thanks to our club artist,  
Dale Freyer, for the Santa and 
Model A painting on page 1.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with members who are 
having health issues. We hear that Dave Beckman is hav-

ing  ongoing 
breathing prob-
lems. 
 
Dave was our 
President in 2007. 
                  
We are thinking 
of you, Dave! 

  
We are happy to 

welcome our 
new member, 
Jack Sanford. 

 
Jack has a ‘29 

Roadster. 

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
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Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in our newsletter. 

This spot FOR RENT 
If you know of a business that might like 
to advertise here, please ask for a busi-
ness card & give it to Janet Graves. We 
will put the ad in for one month and send 
a copy to the business to help them de-
cide if they want to continue for a year.   

We could use a few more ads to support the newsletter. If you know of a business that might like to advertise 
here, please ask for a business card. We will put the ad in for one month and send a copy to the business to help 
them decide if they want to continue for a year. Any member ought to be able to sell a FREE ad! 

Members may place FOR SALE or WANTED ads in this newsletter for free—space permitting. Send the infor-
mation to the newsletter editor, Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org).    Business card ads (like those above) are 
$12 per year for members and $24 per year for non-members. If you would like to place one of these ads or 
know a business who would like to, contact our Treasurer, Janet Graves. 

Check out our photo on the MAFCA web site.  
This is from our International Model A Day (IMAD) tour. 

https://www.mafca.com/imad.html


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-
quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 

per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  

     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 
     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 

     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2017 Officers 

President Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

VP/ Pres. Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net 

Secretary Sue Dellinger 402-298-8549 suened@jagwireless.net 

Treasurer Janet Graves 402-453-7166 janet@omahaneb.org 

2017 Board Members 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 popoutomaha@centurylink.net 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 don@omahaneb.org  

Karen Noodell 402-234-6110 dn20256@windstream.net 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
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mailto:MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net
mailto:suened@jagwireless.net
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:popoutomaha@centurylink.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:don@omahaneb.org
mailto:dn20256@windstream.net

