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Special Points of Interest: 

 

Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

Birthdays and Anniversa-

ries 
 

    Happy New 
Year every-
one; welcome 
to 2012. First 
of all, I would 
like all of you 

to know I’m excited to be your Presi-
dent once again, and I really look 
forward to working with the other 
officers and board members. To-
gether, I think we can continue the 
tradition of making this club a fun 
organization to be part of.  We will 
do our best to make this happen.  
I’m also looking to each and every 
one of you to give us new ideas that 
would make enjoyable events for our 
club. 
    A big thank you to Mary and Millie 
for setting up another great banquet. 
Anthony’s did an outstanding job 
with the food and service once 
again. This threesome made a real 
enjoyable evening for everyone. 
    Also, thanks to all the volunteers 
who are listed in this newsletter.  
They will help out with many of the 
club’s tasks so the Board can spend 
time enjoying their Model A’s, too. 
    We plan to have a guest at the 

February meeting. Tom Jamison, 
from the Des Moines Club, will be 
here to tell us about the Regional 
Meet they are planning for this sum-
mer.  Be sure to come to the meet-
ing so you can catch up on all the 
highlights of this Regional. 
    We will be making a bit of a 
change at our regular meetings.  In-
stead of waiting to eat cookies after 
the meeting, we will have dessert 
and coffee and a cold drink at the 
beginning of the meeting time. So, 
when you arrive anytime after 6 PM, 
help yourself to these treats and visit 
a bit. The short business meeting 
will start at 6:30. Then, we will break 
for a few minutes while we set up for 
a Tech Talk for the guys and a La-
dies’ activity for the gals. 
    If for some reason you cannot 
make it to the next meeting, be sure 
to check out the monthly calendar 
for future events and plan accord-
ingly. A contact person will be listed 
for each event so you will know who 
to contact if you have questions. 
    Hope to see you all on the 11th.  

Don Graves 

President's Message 

February Meeting Activities 
 

Let’s Get Technical: The Tech Talk at the February meeting will be on the 
installation of metal valve stems in inner tubes that have rubber valve 
stems. 
 
The Ladies’ main activity will be coming up with ideas for what we would 
like to do this year. We have done lots of fun things while the guys have 
their Tech Talk: Games like Bunco and Farkle, Crafts, and “Show and Tell.” 
We will have a bit of Show and Tell this month as Jan Hartenhoff is going to 
bring some of her vintage clothing. She would like to sell some of it and 
wants to see if there is any interest among the club ladies or ideas about 
how to go about selling it. Ladies: Bring your ideas about what you would 
like to do. 
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Death of Former Meadowlark 
 
Former member Don Spinharney passed away on January 22. Don and his wife, Rose, were mem-
bers of our club for 21 years.  In 1992 Don sold their Model A and devoted most of his spare time to 
the Omaha Christian Clown organization. While members of our club, Don served as President, 
Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, and served on the board 5 times.  Those of us who remember the 
Spinharneys will recall the skits he used to dream up for both our annual banquets and Regional 
Meets.  Probably the wildest skit was when Rusty Fender married Trany Mission at one Regional 
Meet, and then at the next Meet their twins were born – four months apart. You had to be there to 
believe it! There are some great fun memories of Model A times with Don and Rose. 
 
 Our condolences to Rose and their family.  

Tech Talk for February/Distributor Clinic March 
 
For a second time in four years we are going to hold a hands on tech talk rebuilding distributors at 

Don Graves Shop on Saturday March 31st.   The start time will be announced later.  This is a great 

way to get to know more about your Model A and how the electrical system works.  We will rebuild 

all of the distributors brought to the clinic and then have a test car for members to install their dis-

tributors in, time it and see that it starts and runs.  There is no better way to do this because there 

will be several knowledgeable members there to assist with the work. 

 
So if you have an extra distributor, or the distributor out of your car, bring it to 

the February meeting and we will determine what parts you will need to re-

build your distributor.  Then you will have time to get the parts ordered and  

have them available for the clinic.  I will have a couple distributors at the 

meeting so that you can determine which way you want to go with rebuilding 

of yours,  plus blow ups of the distributors will be available.  This will be fun 

and a good way to learn more about your car.  Hope to see you at the Febru-

ary Meeting!! 

Howard Denker 

Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh 
 

We are in the planning stages for an August 3 - 5 weekend trip to Neligh, NE. Current attractions 

which are being planned are the historic mill, the ash fossil beds, a drive-in theater and a winery 

tour. Lunch on the way back will be at Dusters in Columbus. More details will be forthcoming as 

they are finalized.  

 

The Ashfall Fossil Beds are especially famous for fossils of mammals from the middle Miocene geo-

logic epoch. The Neligh Mill is a surviving reminder of the grist mills that once dotted Nebraska’s 

landscape. It may be some time before we know the movies, but just 

think about your trips to the drive-in when you were younger! Just 

remember the ‘A’ doesn’t have a defogger like your newer cars have. 

 
Greg Bowden 
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Meadowlark Volunteers 

 
 

Bylaws/Procedure Book Elaine Blecha, Janet Graves, 
Don Noodell 

Car Council Reps Howard Denker, 
 Dale Jergensen 

Club Merchandise Don Noodell 

Club Property Board of Directors 

Eat-out Organizers Ed & Millie Jankowski 

Ford Show Lee Hendrix, Steve Anderson,  

Doug Heeren, Ed Jankowski 

Historian Janet Graves 

Kitty Keeper Nikki Andersen 

Insurance Rep. Doug Heeren 

Ladies’ Activities Janet Graves 

Librarian Mary McKinney 

Membership Don Graves 

Nat’l Correspondent Dale Freyer 

Newsletter Editor Dale Jergensen 

Newsletter Publisher Janet Graves 

Newsletter Reporters Vicki Heeren, Janet Graves,  

Ed Jankowski, Howard Denker 

Parade Chairman Bob McKinney 

Photographers Karen Noodell, Vicki Heeren, 

 Janet Graves 

Refreshments Bob McKinney 

Sergeant-at-Arms Steve Anderson 

Sunshine Reporter Mary McKinney 

Tech Talks John Mabry & El Gertner 

Tours Board of Directors 

Web Site Editor Janet Graves 

Meadowlark Volunteers 
 
A club such as ours keeps going successfully by the 
members pitching in and helping do the many jobs in 
addition to the officer and board positions. Below is 
the list of positions and the individuals who agreed to 
take on the responsibilities. 
 
We thank them for the contribution to the club. 

El Gertner's Chile 

 

Brown first four ingredients in large skil-

let: 

2 # ground turkey or hamburger 

2 lg green peppers, diced 

1 lg onion, diced 

1/2 stalk celery, diced 

 

Put in crock pot: 

2 cans light pinto beans, drained 

1 can mushrooms, sliced 

1 heaping T brown sugar 

1 heaping T yellow mustard 

3/4 c ketchup 

1/2 t pepper 

1/2 t salt 

1/2 t garlic salt 

1 t Mrs Dash, Table blend 

1 T parsley seasoning 

1 t Italian seasoning 

1 t Old Bay seasoning 

1 T Chili powder 

2 qts stewed tomatoes  (2 lg cans) 

 

Add skillet ingredients to crock pot. 

 

Cook and enjoy.  This makes 8 quarts of 

chile. 

2012 Meadowlark Board 
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Soup + Bunko= Warm Tummies, Hands & Hearts 
 
Official definition: Bunco (also Bunko or Bonko) is a parlor game played in teams with three dice. Meadow-
lark Model A definition: a game of dice that results in much fun, amusement and laughter. 
 
Come join your fellow Model A enthusiasts for an evening of Soup/Chili and Bunko. 
When? 6:30, February 18th at the Douglas County Health meeting room. We will start 
the evening sharing our favorite soups or sides. The club will provide place settings and 
drinks.  After filling our stomachs we will fill our minds with small talk and dice adding. If 
you are new to the game, it is easy for all ages to learn. (School aged children and grand-
children are welcome to join in!)  If you’re an old pro, tally your card to win prizes for the 
best and worst scores of the night.  Questions or weather cancellation contact Doug & 
Vicki Heeren. 712-540-0380. 

Upcoming Activities for 2012 
Mark your calendar 

 
February 16th - King Kong’s, Eat out, 6:45pm 3362 South 13th ST, Omaha, NE 
February 18th - Soup and Bunko party, 6:30pm Douglas county Health meeting room 
March 11th - The Kitchen Witches 2pm with dinner at Parkers- Mary Denker, see details 
March 31st - Distributor Workshop, Don Graves garage 
April 14th - Trash Pick-Up 
May 12th - Anniversary Party 
July 35d - Picnic and Fireworks, 160 Ginger Cove Rd, Valley, NE, Doug and Vickie Heeren contact 
July 28th - Ford Show 
August 3rd-5th - Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh, see details 

“A” Events 

The Kitchen Witches 

By Caroline Smith 

Our Sunday, March 11th outing will be at 2:00 p.m. to see a PG-13 rated production at the 

Kountze theater in Mahoney State Park.  Following the play we are planning on having 

dinner at Parkers in Ashland.  

 

 The play is about two “mature” cable-access cooking show hostesses who have hated 

each other for 30 years, ever since Larry Biddle dated one and married the other!!   

When circumstances put them together on a TV show called The Kitchen Witches, 

the insults are flung harder than the food.  A TV producer son tries to keep them on 

track, but it’s a losing battle. 

 

The tickets are $10.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 12 and under. To reserve your tick-

ets, call (402) 944-2523 ext.#7122    

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN TICKETS. We will have a sign-up sheet 

at the February 11th meeting so we know how many we will have for the restaurant. If you 

can’t make the meeting please call Mary Denker with any questions.  Hope you can join in 

the fun! 
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February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Regular mtg 

6:30 pm 

12 13 14 15 16  Eat out @ 

King Kong’s 

17 18 

Soup &Bunko 

6:30 pm 

19   Board mtg - 

McKinney’s 2pm 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29    

March 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Regular mtg 

6:30pm 

11 The 

Kitchen 

Witches, play 

See article 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 Board mtg 

Sherri Kunz 
19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Distributor Tech 

session 



 

From the Editor: 
 
I got 3 recipes this month. Thank you to 
those that sent them. I only had room for 1, 
and I look forward to putting the other 2 in 
upcoming issues of the newsletter. 
 
I am looking forward to the driving season. 
Planning is in the works for a weekend trip to 
Neligh, NE. Other short trips are being looked 
at as well. 
 
I am also looking for members to write up a 
short story about your car or cars. 
 
Dale 
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FOR SALE: 1929 Special Coupe. Older, nice restoration – still looks real nice.   
Has rumble seat and trunk on rear. For more information, contact Don Graves, 402-659-1815. 
 

  

 
 

February 
Day Name Event 

6 Judy Stern Birthday 

14 Gene & Barb Partridge Anniversary 

19 Ludy Lorence Birthday 

19 Steve Lustgarten Birthday 

27 Leroy Rima Birthday 

March 

Day Name Event 

1 Larry & Elaine Blecha Anniversary 

1 Shizuko Chase Birthday 

8 Esther Miller Birthday 

15 Dot Gertner Birthday 

17 Charles Earnest Birthday 

18 Ron Peterson Birthday 

18 Lee & Carol Hendrix Anniversary 

18 Bob & Trish Rand Anniversary 

22 Paul & Shari Briese Anniversary 

25 Priscilla Bowden Birthday 

26 Evelyn Lueders Birthday 

27 Dale Freyer Birthday 

29 El & Dot Gertner Anniversary 

30 Delmar & Barb Bunch Anniversary 

30 Dave Miller Birthday 

  
 
WANTED: 1930 Nebraska License Plate 
with 3 or 4 numbers. Prefer Douglas 
County. Contact Paul Briese at  
402-964-2239 

Some good stuff still in Frank’s Garage!! 

 New Pistons      Air Plane Engine Hood Ornament Cowl Lights 
 Re-babitted Rods     Single & Dual Gage Mounts  Fans 
 Carburetors      Rebuilt Pressure Plates   Distributors 
 Motors       Cowl Ventilator Doors   Shock  Absorbers 
 Horns       Heater Manifolds, Assorted Makes 

                                         Power House Generators 
Lots of other good stuff, some of this is getting in short supply 

Call Frank Cooper   402-426-2618 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroi-

dery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 

   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2011 Officers 

 

2011 Board Members 

 

 

  

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year.  
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Don Graves 402-453-7166 

VP/ Pres.  Dale Jergensen 402-949-0521 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

El Gertner 402-339-5904 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 


