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Volume 37, #7                                                                                July, 2005

 

 President's Message 
  

Time has almost gotten away from me and it’s already time for the 
newsletter once again. This month has barely gotten started and we find 
ourselves with many activities lined up for almost every weekend.  
There were a group of club members who drove there ‘A’s to Walnut Iowa on 
the 2nd to help and observe The Great Race. What a sight to see that many 
old cars arrive and depart on their way to Tacoma Washington.  We all had a 
good time talking to the drivers and navigators and gain a little more 
information about the race.   The weather cooperated with us it was a 

beautiful day for a drive.   We didn’t have any real major problems going or coming.  
 
Everyone returned from the Regional in Colorado and it sounds as though they all had a good 
time.  Lots of activities and the only thing that didn’t cooperate fully was the weather by the 
sound of things.  
 
Remember to bring your canned goods for the food bank this weekend. Will be looking forward 
to seeing everyone at the meeting.  
 

Lee 
 
 
 
 

 

2006 Model A Calendar 
 

We are going to have Model A Calendars featuring Dale 
Freyer’s art work to sell again this year. We offered fliers 
in Colorado and had a lot of interest and even took 
orders. 
 
Please think about who you can buy one for or sell one 
to this year. We hope to have them ready by August or 
September at the latest.  
 
There is a slight raise in price this year – from $14.95 to 
$15.00 (just to make it easier) plus $2 if shipping is 
necessary.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 

 
2 

3 4 
 

 

5 6 
Monte Frost’s 
Birthday 

7 
Karen Noodell’s 
Birthday 
Pam Molden’s 
Birthday 

8 
 

Swanson 
Ford Show in 
Ceresco* 

9 
Gretna 
Parade with 
Lunch after at 
Kauss’ home* 
 
Regular 
meeting 
7:30PM 

10 11 12 13 14 
Tom Hooker’s 
Birthday 

15 16 

17 
Riverboat 
Cruise & 
Lunch at the 
Hollywood 
Diner* 
 
Pacific 
Springs 
Show* 
 
Jerry McManis’ 
Birthday 

18 19 
El Gertner’s 
Birthday 

20 
Bob Harty’s 
Birthday 
 
Harley Heckman’s 
Birthday 
 
Lee Hendrix’s 
Birthday 

21 22 23 

24 
Board 
meeting at 
Beckman’s 
7PM 

25 
Don & Karen 
Noodell’s 
Anniversary 
Janet Graves’ 
Birthday 

26 
Audrey Freyer’s 
Birthday 

27 28 29 30 
Henry Ford’s 
Birthday 

31 
 

Trip to Ceresco on the 8th. A small group of Model A’s will be meeting at Lowe’s on 
West Center about 6:30PM to drive out together. Call Lee Hendrix to let him know if 
you plan to join the group. 

  
 Gretna Parade + Lunch 
July 9 –line up for the parade by 9:15AM on S. 216th St. in Gretna -- 3 blocks south of McKinney’s 
house (11425 S. 216th). It’s near the school. Lunch will be served after the parade at the home of 
Mike and Sharon Kauss, 21757 Mandy Lane. All Meadowlarks who attend the parade are invited. 
 
Ashland Parade –July 23 
Line up at 9AM at the far west edge of town. 
 
Other Upcoming Events: 
August 20 -- Red Oak Car Show – more info later 
August 20 -- Commemorative Air Force 
                     Fly-in & Cookout at Council Bluffs Airport 
 
**September 18 – Club Picnic**  
Sept. 24 – Byway 136 Fun Run in Beatrice, NE 

 

July 2005 

 

TJ's PLUS 
 

Home Maintenance and Repair 

Quality work at reasonable rates 

Painting  Roofing  Hardboard Siding  Concrete 
Gutter Cleaning  Snow Plowing  and more 

 Terry Williams 
O (402) 758-1352 
C (402) 677-0642 

Omaha, NE 

  
 

Insured  
Free estimates 
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Come with us for a ride on the River City Star Riverboat 
 

Sunday, July 17   2:15PM 
 
Departing from Miller’s Landing, just north of downtown Omaha on 
Freedom Park Road. 
 
The ride is from 2:30 to 3:30 PM. But you have to be there 15 minutes early 
– so be there by 2:15PM. We won’t be waiting for latecomers! 
 
Adults $12.00, Children under 12 $8.00, Seniors $10.00 
(Their definition of Senior is 65 or older) 
 
Feel free to bring guests. The boat holds 250 people. 
They have concessions and “spirits,” but remember that 
we are planning to eat at the Hollywood Diner 
afterwards. 
 
See more information about the boat at 
http://www.rivercitystar.com/ 
 
 
After the cruise, we will eat at the  
 

Hollywood  DINER   
2214 Abbott Drive 
Carter Lake, IA  
(between downtown Omaha and Eppley Airport) 
 
This new addition to our area is an old-fashioned diner that features fun foods named after Hollywood stars. 
Here are some examples of their menu: 

• The Lionel Beefymore Hot Roast Beef & Mashed Potatoes     $7.95 
(Lionel Barrymore, Actor) 
"A many tendered thing"-freshly sliced roast beef served open-faced on white bread with Mash-ed potatoes and 
gravy. 

• The Reuben Williams (Robin Williams, Actor)      $6.95 
Mrs. Doubtfire would squeal with approval at our tribute to this Omaha original! Corned beef piled high with kraut, 
Swiss, and 1000 Island dressing on rye. 

 
They can make even a PB&J sandwich sound good! They also have great sounding sodas, malts, and sundaes. 
You can see their whole menu at http://ads.omaha.com/images/Restaurant/Hollywood/menu.html & we will 
print it out to bring to the July meeting. 
 
If you can’t make the Riverboat cruise, feel free to join us for dinner at the diner about 3:45PM.  
However, we would really appreciate knowing who all is coming so we can reserve an appropriate size space. 
 
PLEASE sign up at the July meeting or call Don & Janet Graves (453-7166) by Wednesday, July 13. 
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The Pikes Peak or Bust Regional Meet at Colorado Springs, Colorado  
 
is now history. The Meadowlarks who went had lots 
of good times. The following is a short description 
of the highlights by Don and Janet Graves. 
 
Not deterred by rain, hail, and other bad weather, 
Mike & Sharon Kauss, Bob & Mary McKinney, 
Rick & Peggy Klutts and the two of us drove our 
Model A’s from the Omaha area to Colorado 
Springs. We were joined in Colorado by Charlie & 
Suzanne Earnest, Rodney & Lucy Lorence, Rich & 
Pam Molden, and Bob & Trish Rand who trailered 
their A’s. Ed & Gail Kauss (Meadowlarks who live 
in Pahrump, Nevada) came from the other direction. 
 
We thought we drove a long ways (550 miles) but at 
the banquet we learned that 15 folks had driven 
their A’s more than 1000 miles and 6 more than 
1600 miles. The long distance winner had driven 
1684 miles. 
 
Most of us arrived on Saturday because the first 
event was to start at 7AM on Sunday morning. 
Because there were so many early birds, they put on 
a Pizza Party at a nearby retirement village. We 
found that Model A’ers from all parts are similar to 
our club – they can make 180 pizzas disappear in a 
very short time. 
 
Sunday was the Hill Climb, which was held at one 
of America’s premier hills: Pikes Peak. The Climb, 
which sees who can climb a short stretch of road the 
fastest, was held at the half-way point, where the 
elevation is “only” 9500 feet. We Meadowlarks 
were all spectators for this event – what flatlanders! 
But, we did participate in the Pancake Breakfast 
that the Colorado Springs Club put on. We learned 
something important on the tour to the halfway 
point – the host club was selling hooded sweatshirts 
for a very good reason – it’s cold up there! 
 
On Monday, we split up and went on different 
tours—a good idea when there were over 350 
registrants for the meet. Our tour of the Royal 
Gorge via train was beautiful and allowed us to 
admire the gorge from the bottom rather than the 
top. We drove back to Colorado Springs “the long 
way” -110 miles--and saw lots of beautiful sites. 

Tuesday was Seminar Day. They had a great variety 
of seminars to catch the interest of the ladies and the 
gents. The Fashion Show Luncheon was a great 
success.  (See info on Fun Fashions on page 7.)  
 
On Wednesday, there were more seminars and then 
the Car Show at a shopping center. This is where 
the People’s Choice voting was done. In lieu of 
judging, this meet had People’s Choice voting by 
participants. Our Oval-window Business Coupe 
took 1st place in the coupe class and Bob & Mary 
McKinney’s Huckster took 3rd place in the small 
truck class. In addition, they had voting by the 
general public and Rich & Pam Molden’s Hillbilly 
Truck took 1st place in that vote.  
 
Thursday was the Grand Tour to Pikes Peak. Most 
of the Meadowlarks took the Cogwheel Train, but 
we drove our little coupe all the way to the top. We 
saw beautiful scenery (although Janet missed some 
of it because she couldn’t make herself look over 
the edge of the road).  
 
Several lucky Meadowlarks won door prizes. Ours 
was a certificate for $25 worth of Shell gasoline. 
They had several raffles and Don won 4 new 
Champion spark plugs, but missed the Model A 
engine and gas pump replica that he was hoping for. 
They also had a drawing that was for those who 
participated in many events. Ed Kauss and Janet 
won fleece blankets from the Ford 100 year 
anniversary.  
 
All in all, it was a very enjoyable Regional Meet 
and a nice trip in the Model A. The planners had 
some new ideas and they turned out to be great 
events. We had a great time. Now, we can start 
looking forward to the next Regional Meet which 
will be in Oklahoma City – June 18-24, 2006. 
 
We couldn’t share near all of our experiences here. 
We will spend some time at the July meeting 
showing a sampling of the photos we took and the 
souvenir DVD that we purchased. If you went to the 
meet, please bring your photos, mementos, and 
stories to help us out. 
 

  Don & Janet Graves 
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July EAT OUT at  Famous Dave’s BBQ in CB 
 
July 21 – 7PM  
50 Arena Way 
Council Bluffs 
 
Dinners  
from $7.99 
Sandwiches 
from $5.99 
 
 

The Great Race Goes Through the Midlands 
 
Several Meadowlarks went to Walnut, Iowa on July 2 to “help with” the Great 
Race: Dave & Zach Beckman, Larry & Elaine Blecha, El Gertner, Don & Janet 
Graves, Tony & Jan Hartenhoff, Lee Hendrix, Ed & Millie Jankowski, Rich & Pam 
Molden, Don & Karen Noodell, and Gary Rohrberg 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE sign up at the meeting or call Lee Hendrix at 895-2432 if you plan to join us. 

For obvious reasons, Tony Hartenhoff took 
a liking to the racer called “The Splinterbox” 
– a Model A Station Wagon. The owner 
seems to have taken a liking to Tony’s 
Station Wagon, too, because there are 
photos of it on his web site at    
www.splinterbox.com.
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Another option for July 17: 
 
The club has been invited to 
participate in a "Cruise Down 
Memory Lane" at the Pacific 
Springs Village, 173rd and 
Pacific.  I know the club is 
going on a river cruise that 
same afternoon, but there may 
be a few members that are not 
planning to go on the cruise 
and might like something else 
to do.  It would probably 
provide a lot of smiles for some 
older folks that remember our 
wonderful old cars. 
    From Howard Denker 
 
 
 

Sunshine report 
We were sorry that the Rands had to leave the Colorado Springs Meet early. Trish Rand’s 
father died on Thursday morning. Our Sympathy to Trish and Bob and their family. 
 
Leonard Johnson has been suffering with kidney stones this summer. We hope he is feeling 
better now. 
 

          The Club has sent a $50 donation to the Shriner’s Hospital as a memorial for Lloyd Texley.  
 
  
NEW IN THE CLUB LIBRARY: “LADIES FUN FASHIONS FOR TOURING” 
Not original or reproduction Model A Era Clothing, but fun clothing that you can find and wear today.  
I attended this seminar at the Regional Meet and will make a copy of the booklet given to us for anyone 
interested. If you would like a copy, call me at 332-3993 or e-mail marybobmckinney@aol.com.  
         Mary McKinney 
Bad Times in a Model A 
 
One of the horror stories we heard in Colorado was about the 
couple from the Tacoma, Washington Model A Club who 
were killed in a crash in their Model A. There are photos and 
a brief story at http://www.scvcma.org/safetycheck.html .  
The photo at the right is from that site.  
 
According to the story, another car turned in front of this 
Model A. The group who just went to Colorado discussed this 
problem on the way home – it seems like other drivers don’t 
always recognize a Model A the same as a newer car. Maybe 
they think we are not traveling as fast as we are.  Anyway, 
please watch out for those other drivers. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 
Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA).This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 
prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its 
purpose is to keep you informed about what has taken place and to 
remind you of future activities. 
     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, 
or trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A 
information and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the 
editor by the last Saturday of the month. 
MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month 
(except January) at 7:30PM at the Faith Westwood 
Church –enter on west side & go down hall to the right. 
 

 

 

2005 Officers 
President Lee Hendrix 895-2432 
VP/ Pres. Elect Bob McKinney 332-3993 
Secretary Karen Noodell (402) 234-6110 
Treasurer Janet Graves 453-7166 

 
2005 Board Members 

Dave Beckman 388-0008 
Howard Denker 333-1393 
Harley Heckman 733-0475 
Leonard Johnson 493-3830 
Mike Kauss 332-4331 

 
  
Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per 
year prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one 
of the national clubs is required.  You may join both national 
clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $30.00 per year and 
MARC dues are $35.00 per year.  
 
Prospective Members: Please call Membership 
Chairman, Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more 
information. 

Monthly meetings are now at Faith Westwood Church. See map and directions below. 




