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Special Points of Interest: 

 

 Calendar 

 July’s Events 

 Upcoming Events 

 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 

I can’t believe 
I’m writing the 
President’s 
message for 
July already – 
our summer is 

really going along at a fast pace. 
 
We have just completed our tour 
across Iowa and down to Hannibal, 
Missouri.  What a fun time we had! 
Yes, it was rather hot: 103 degrees 
in Hannibal one day and only 101 
degrees the next. It really wasn’t bad 
when we were on the move in the ‘A’ 
and the windows were wide open. 
We saw a lot of sights, ate a lot of 
food, met a lot of interesting people, 
and, most of all, enjoyed each oth-
er’s company while enjoying our 

Model A’s.  
 
July is another busy month with lots 
of activities. Check out the calendar 
of events and plan to be part of  
these activities. I know you’ll have a 
good time. 
 
Please remember our annual Ford 
Show, which will take place on July 
28th. Your attendance and help put-
ting the show together will make it all 
the better.  Please give Lee Hendrix 
a call (402-895-2432) and ask how 
you can help. 
 

Hope to see you out and about en-

joying your Model ‘A.’ 

Don Graves 

President's Message 

New Members: 
 
Please welcome these new Meadowlark Members: 
Bob & Janet Benton of Omaha who own a ’29 Road-
ster pickup and a ’29 Roadster.  
 
We have several new members since our roster was 
published. We will be printing a mid-year roster, which 
will be available at the July meeting. 
 
Here are some of our newer members that we have 

finally captured with the camera: 

 

 

Barney & Patty Deden  

Mike & Marilyn  
Cahalane  

Mike Tritsch &  
Karen Wickey  

Dan Welton and  
his dad, Ron  
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Regional Meet Sends Many Meadowlarks Home as Winners 
 

The 2012 Model A Central Midwest Regional meet was held June 11-16
th
 in Altoona, Iowa (east of 

Des Moines). Eight Meadowlark Model A’s made the trek for a week of fun activities and engaging 
conversations with other Model A enthusiast. The event drew 100 Model A cars and 200 registrants 
from eight different states. 
 
The Meadowlarks made their mark in a number of events. Roger Olsen and Doug Heeren proved 
their maneuvering skills as they came in 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place respectively in the car games.  Bob & Mary 

McKinney’s 1930 huckster and Tony and Jan Hartenhoff’s 1929 Station Wagon won a three-way tie 
for people’s choice, “Best of Show” award.  In the Hubley races Doug Heeren’s car placed in the top 
eight, and Bob McKinney came in third over all. Roger Olsen won the prize for being the oldest to 
drive his own A to the meet, while Doug Heeren won a prize for being the youngest to drive his own 
A to the meet.  The Meadowlarks who attended also had luck on their side as they were the winners 
of many drawings and door prizes. 
 

 

Delmar & Barbara Bunch, Roger Olsen, Dave & 
Judy Beckman, Tony and Jan Hartenhoff enjoy the 
welcome party on Monday night.  

Monday night’s “State Basket” winners in-
cluded Don Graves, Judy Beckman, El 
Gertner and Charles Earnest. 

Doug Heeren & Bob McKinney show their speedy 
Hubleys  

Some of the Meadowlarks attending the banquet 
included: Delmar & Barbara Bunch, Charles Ernest, 
Tony & Jan Hartenhoff, Roger Olsen, Dave & Judy 
Beckman, Doug & Vicki Heeren, Bob & Mary McKin-
ney and “Meadowlark wanna-be” Twinkle Martin 
from California. 
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The 2012 “BeTWAIN the Rivers” Tour 
 

 Five Meadowlark Model A’s’ started the tour at 9am from Council Bluffs. It was raining 
when we started out, and we had rain off and on from Council Bluffs to Centerville. We stopped in 
Corydon and looked at a county museum. The items in the museum had been donated by the 
people who lived in the county, including a Model A US Mail Truck. We hadn’t been in Centerville 
very long before the 2 additional members caught up with us. After a nice dinner we discovered a 
period gas station, and of course we had to have our pictures taken getting gas. Later at the hotel, 
we had locals come around and look at our cars. The word got around fast that there were some 
old cars in town.  
 On the way to Nauvoo, IL we stopped at the fort in Fort Madison and an arty village of Ben-
tonsport. In Nauvoo we picked up some Mormon History and saw an outdoor pageant which was 
very good. Julia Bowden even participated in the children’s portion. Next came a drive through 
Keokuk, IA and a ferry crossing of the Mississippi on our way to Hannibal, MO. Hannibal has an 
interesting history above and beyond Mark Twain. Members took time to see the one of the few 
inland lighthouses, Lover’s Leap, a cave, riverboat cruise, among other historical items and attrac-
tions. 
 After a couple of days in Hannibal, we struck out for Chillicothe, MO. Somehow we man-
aged to plan this on the hottest day of the tour. But never fear, we found an ice cream shop to 
help us reach our destination. A stop at a manufacturer who makes old truck parts, a Disney Mu-
seum in Marceline, and a covered bridge which no longer has a road or a river, were the interests 
of the day. 
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Upcoming Activities for 2012 
Mark your calendar 

 

July 14  Regular club meeting, Douglas County Health Center 

July 19  Eat Out at El Aguila, 18th & Vinton (contact people: Jankowski’s) 

July 21  Gretna Parade - 10 am line up, see details in letter (contact person: Bob McKinney)  

July 28  Ford Show - Details to come (contact person: Lee Hendrix) 

July 29-31 Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh, see details in newsletter, (contact person:Greg Bowden) 

Aug 11  Regular club meeting, Douglas County Health Center 

Aug 12  Frank Cooper’s Garage Tour, part garage tour and part garage sale of A parts, (Doug Heeren contact 

  person) 

Aug 26  Wedding Cake Topper Collection at the General Crook House, (contact person: Barney Deden 402-

  558-3314) 

Sept 9  Grandparents Day and 3 car display invitations 

Sept 16  Club Picnic at  Papillion Park, 84th & Lincoln St. 

Sept 20-23 Kansas River Valley Tour -see details below 

Sept 22  International Model A Day 

Sept 29              Woodbine Applefest 

June 30, 2013 Lincoln Highway Anniversary, Kearney and Minden, NE 

Gretna Parade  
10:30am Saturday July 21 

Lineup is 10:00-10:15 at the cement place which is 2-3 blocks before the starting point of the parade. Coming 
from the North or East, take 370 to 216th St, turn South for 5 blocks - past McKinney’s house, past Angus, 
over the railroad tracks, and the cement plant will be on the left. This route will avoid most parade traffic. The 
American Legion post across the street is open if you need a comfort stop. 
 
Lunch will be served at McKinney’s house after the parade. Please sign up or call so that we will have a head 
count. 

Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh 
Eleven members are signed up for a July 29-31 Sunday to Tuesday trip to Neligh, NE. Current attractions 

which are being planned are the historic mill, the ash fossil beds, a drive-in theater, and a winery tour. Lunch 

on the way back will be at Dusters in Columbus. More details will be forthcoming as they are finalized.  

For hotel details if you have decided to go please see last month’s newsletter. For other details contact Greg 

Bowden at 402-332-5522. 

 

Kansas River Valley Tour  The Flint Hills Touring A's of Topeka, Kansas would like to invite you on three fun filled days 
touring the Kansas River Valley, September 20th thru the 23rd 2012.  Thursday morning September 20th we'll head out 
for Lecompton, Kansas an important sight in pre-Civil War era.  It was the territorial capitol of Kansas from 1855-
1861.  This time period was known as Bleeding Kansas.  Friday the 21st we will be traveling to Wamego, Kansas home 
of the famous Wizard of Oz Museum.  From there we'll proceed to Manhattan, Kansas and tour the newly opened Flint 
Hills Discovery Center.  After a full day we'll spend the night in Manhattan.  Saturday the 22nd we'll go to the home of 
the 1st Infantry Division more commonly known as the Big Red One at Fort Riley.  This division was first deployed dur-
ing WWI thru the war in Afghanistan.  This is also the home of the 7th Calvary Commanded by Major General George A. 
Custer.  We will tour the Custer home and the 7th Calvary and the 1st Infantry Division Museums.  While there we have 
been invited to enjoy and display our vehicles in the Annual Apple Festival.  Next stop- back to Topeka for the evenings 
festivities.  I sincerely hope you can join us for this scenic tour of Kansas. For further information contact Randy Bales at 
785.640.2607 or by e-mail at randy.bales@sbcglobal.net  

https://cumail.creighton.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=c355970ba33d405989723bbffedb4ecf&URL=mailto%3arandy.bales%40sbcglobal.net


 

Activities continued 
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Tour continued: 
 As you can see from the pictures, the trip wasn’t without a roadside tech talk. In Centerville I 
had distributor problems. Before we got going I think that we had half of the block’s residents stand-
ing outside watching. I had more difficulties, which eventually turned out to be a bad condensor. 
The group had 2 flat tires, so our trip was relatively trouble free.  
 It was a excellent and fun trip. One never knows what lurks in the towns between here and 
there without searching and stopping along the way. 

What Is It? 
 
Let me know by email or at the July meeting if you know 
what part this is. Hint, I took it off my Model A. 
 
We had 3 members who knew the windshield wiper part from 
last month, Roger Olsen, Ed Jankowski, and Don Graves. 

Dodge House 
July 4th Celebration 

 
Member’s cars were shown at the Dodge House in Council Bluff for their July 4th Celebration. Members and 
others that brought their cars were David Beckman, Lloyd Burke, Tony Hartenhoff, Delmar Bunch, Roger Ol-
sen, Gene and Dan Partridge, Terry Balk, and Fred Rosenburg of Neola. Thank you to all  who attended.  

26th Annual Ford Show 
July 28th 

 

 Once again, the time is rapidly approaching for our 26
th
 Annual Ford show.  At this time I still 

have spots available for helping at the show.   I have called some to volunteer but haven’t gotten a 
hold of everyone.  There will be a sign up sheet at this coming meeting for you to sign up to help. 
 As of now, we still are in need of people to help set up, registration, and parking of cars. Lets 
hope that the weather cooperates with us this year, so we can get a good turn out of cars. 
 
I’ll see you at the meeting or be talking to you in the mean time. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
Lee 

July Tech Talk: 
Tony Hartenhoff will spark up our July tech talk speaking about spark plugs. I am antici-
pating an electrifying presentation. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.free-clipart-of.com/Images/Free-Clipart-of-SparkPlug.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.free-clipart-of.com/FreeSparkPlugClipart.html&h=1000&w=708&sz=196&tbnid=fRHaH77bXiRG8M:&tbnh=90&tbnw=64&zoom=1&usg=__sxsYVHmMLUcj
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Forty-two 
 

Forty-two years ago, when I was forty-two years old, and 
my owner was forty-two years old, we got together. I am 
in better condition than I was forty-two years ago, and 
my owner wishes he was in the same condition he was 
when he was 42. But, I am getting ahead in my story. I 
was “born” on August 15th, 1928 at the Ford Motor Co. I 
was christened Model 55-A Tudor Sedan, given black 
fenders and wheels and a Duchess Blue body. I do not 
remember much about my early years, but do know I 
lived near Stromsberg, NE and had the name “Jim 
Strong” carved on my steering wheel (Ouch). And for a 

while my title was in the name of the Chip Carrier Co., Omaha. Forty years ago, I was sitting on the 
show floor of the Sidles Company at 73rd & Pacific Streets when my owner first saw me. The way 
he looked at me, I knew he wanted me. We saw each other a few more times from a distance, and 
then I was taken away and put in the corner of a dark warehouse. 
 
I must have sat there for a year or more. My tires went flat, someone poured yellow paint on my 
hood, took my starter and battery, and the dust collected until my blue coat was a dingy gray. I did 
have company during this time - a family of mice lived in my flywheel housing. Luckily my windows 
were rolled up, so the birds did not get inside of me - but they did make several deposits on me. 
 
Imagine my surprise, when on a Saturday morning in July, 1970, my owner and his lady came in, 
tied a rope on my bumper, and pulled me into the sunshine. I blinked my headlights in the bright 
light. In no time at all I had air in my tires and was pulled eight blocks to my new home on Pierce 
Street. 
 
The yellow paint was cleaned off my hood, I got new bumpers, hardware, lots & lots of wax, and got 
all dolled up in new upholstery for my 49th birthday. Over the years, many parts have been repaired 
or replaced. One year especially, I had just had my motor overhauled, and my owner and lady de-
cided to drive me to Colorado for a Model A Meet. WOW, what an adventure. We did pretty good on 
the way out. Well, I did get kinda warm, but we moved right along with no problems, but going up 
the mountain to the Eisenhower Tunnel, I got REALLY warm. Ran out of water for my radiator, so 
got snow runoff from the ditch, strained the sticks out and finally got over the mountain. I had a good 
time there and when it was time to head for home, we decided we would get an early start, so we 
left the hotel at 3:00 A.M. hoping to get over the mountain before the day, and I, got hot. We AL-
MOST made it. After I got cooled down, we continued on and then it was downhill, almost, all the 
way home. For some reason, a friend of my owner always refers to me as “The Blue Boiler”. I really 
don’t know how a Dodge/Corvair owner can do that. 
 
It has been a great 42 years. We don’t go out much anymore. I am ready, but my owner, Dale Frey-
er is dragging his old feet. He is not in as good a shape as I am, but sometimes, he does come out, 
runs his hand over my hood and fenders, gets in the driver’s seat, puts his hands on my steering 
wheel, and remembers the good old days when we were both forty-two years old, forty-two years 
ago.  
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July 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Ginger Cove 

picnic and fire-

works 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  Regular 

Meeting 

15 16 17 18 19  Eat out at 

El Aguila 

20 21 Gretna Pa-

rade 10AM-

Board mtg 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

Ford Show 

29 

Neligh tour 

30 

Neligh tour 

31 

Neligh tour 

    

August 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Regular mtg 

12 

Garage tour 

Frank Cooper 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 

Board mtg 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 

Crook House 

Wedding cake 

27 28 29 30 31  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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FOR SALE: 1929 Special Coupe. Older, nice 
restoration – still looks real nice.  Has rumble 
seat and trunk on rear. 
For more information, contact Don Graves, 
402-659-1815. 
 
FOR SALE: Two 1930/31 radiators, one a 
newer reproduction in good condition, the se-
cond one an original that needs work, plus on 
30/31 original radiator top tank.  Make offer on 
one or all !!  Dick White 402-393-7017 

For Sale: 

Sunshine Report 

Our sympathy goes to Don and Janet 

Graves on the passing of Don’s mother, 

Irma. Irma and Don Sr. were long time 

members of the club, and she passed 

away Friday July 29th. 

If you have Sunshine news about any of 

our members and would like to share it, 

please call Mary McKinney at  402-332-

3993.  

July 
Day Name Event 

3 Rick & Joan Klutts Anniversary 

7 Karen Noodell Birthday 

8 Karen Wickey Birthday 

13 Frank Wanek Birthday 

13 Rodney & Lucy Lorence Anniversary 

17 Jerry McManis Birthday 

19 El Gertner Birthday 

20 Lee Hendrix Birthday 

20 Bill Patterson Birthday 

21 Kristy Leddy Birthday 

23 Mary Denker Birthday 

24 Steve Anderson Birthday 

25 Janet Graves Birthday 

25 Don & Karen Noodell Anniversary 

26 Audrey Freyer Birthday 

26 Janice Leddy Birthday 

From the Editor, 
 

What a great month of June for driving the 
A. I was a little hesitant to take out on a 
1,000 mile trip, but decided nothing ven-
tured, nothing gained. With a little trouble 
on the way, I made it back. I am ready for 
the next trip if my schedule permits. I have 
a few things to get the A over its trip, but it 
will be read to go shortly.  
 

Dale 

August 
Day Name Event 

9 Mike Tritsch Birthday 

12 Barbara Bunch Birthday 

15 Lori Rima Birthday 

16 Judy Beckman Birthday 

17 Ken Krueger Birthday 

18 Karan McManis Birthday 

29 Anne Krueger Birthday 

30 Shari Briese Birthday 

31 Jan Hartenhoff Birthday 

31 Carol Hendrix Birthday 

Model A News 1982 through 1995, 1997, 1998 
and 2003 through 2007  $2.00 /year.  If inter-
ested call Ed Jankowski, and they will be at the 
next meeting. 402-558-7679. 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroi-

dery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 
   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2012 Officers 

 

2012 Board Members 

 

 

  

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year. 
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Don Graves 402-453-7166 

VP/ Pres.  Dale Jergensen 402-949-0521 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

El Gertner 402-593-9166 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 


