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July 2017                                                                  Omaha, Nebraska Volume 49, Issue 7 

Hello Model A Enthusiasts, 
     We have all had a very busy month 
this June with the: Regional, Skills, 
Grills & Grilles Show, and the Annual 
Pancake Breakfast.  It makes me tired 
thinking about it.  In order to do all of 
this, we have to be a very dedicated 
club, willing to work above and be-
yond to achieve our goals.  And many 
of our members were impacted by 
the two tornadoes that occurred the 
night of the 16th.  So they were hit 
with an extra whammy of debris clean
-up.  But, no one was injured or worse 
thankfully. So I think we all deserve a 
pat on the back to a major applause, 
for all that we have achieved this 
month. I have been enjoying getting 
to know more club members and I 
also enjoyed meeting folks from other 
clubs who came to the Regional.  It is 
always interesting to share similar 
struggles and new ideas to enhance 
our experience with our own club. 
     I found some information on the 
Omaha Ford Motor Company Assem-
bly Plant (1514-1524 Cuming St.) that 
I would like to share with you.  This 

information came from Wikipedia and 
is a direct quote: 
“The plant was designed by Albert 

Kahn as a Model T assembly plant, 

and built in 1916. Its design repre-

sents an important step in the devel-

opment of Ford’s assembly pro-

cess.  Previously, each step in the as-

sembly of an automobile had taken 

place in a different building, which 

entailed a cost in time and labor to 

move the product from one building 

to another.  From 1903 to 1916, Kahn 

designed “all-under-one-roof” build-

ings for a variety of manufacturers.  In 

such buildings, Ford’s usual practice 

was to begin assembly on the top 

floor and move downward until the 

product was finished at ground lev-

el.  The Omaha plant was an excep-

tion to this: assembly began on the 

lowest floor and moved upward.  It is 

speculated that the roof was used for 

storage of finished automobiles 

(Honebrink, Jennifer “National Regis-

ter of Historical Places Registration 

Form: Omaha Ford Motor Company 

Assembly Plant”. 

NE State Historical 

Society”).  In 1917, 

Kahn designed the 

first single-floor 

assembly plant 

with a continuous 

moving assembly 

line at Ford’s Rouge River plant.  This 

design supplanted the older one; the 

Model A, which replaced the Model T, 

used a continuous line that could not 

be installed in the Omaha Plant.  As-

sembly ceased at the Omaha plant in 

1932.  Ford continued to use the 

building as a sales and service center 

until 1955. (Honebrink, Jennifer 

‘National Register of Historical Form: 

Omaha Ford Motor Co. Assembly 

Plant, NE State Historical Society).”    

Well, please stay calm and carry 

on!   

Esther   

President's Message 

2017 Omaha Regional 
     Greg and I would like to thank the 2017 Regional Committee for their outstanding work in preparing and executing a 
fantastic regional meet. You have certainly made the Meadowlark Model A Club proud, and has placed a very positive 
light on the club in the eyes of the individuals attending the event. We would also like to thank the club members who 
worked at the regional as well. Your work made the events go smoothly. Thank you to the members who saved the day 
helping A'ers who had mechanical issues get on the road again. We would also like to thank the club for allowing us to 
chair this event. When you allow good people to do good things, great things happen. 
     It was truly rewarding to see 3 years of planning and preparation flow so well into action. We saw many attendees 
going on the guided and unguided tours, and come back to the hospitality room telling us that everything was great. 
Attendees were as active as they wanted to be, even adding sites and tours which we didn't have listed. The book pro-
vided the required information to get to the sites and events they desired. The food was excellent at all meals which was 
a requirement with all vendors. While we didn't have control over the weather, it couldn't have been much better. 
     At breakfast on Saturday we received compliment after compliment about what a great meet it was, how they en-
joyed the meet, and and their time in Omaha. I had one couple tell me that they've had their A since the mid 70's. This 
was their first Regional Meet, and they were very glad that they came. What a way to end the week. 
     Submitted by Dale Jergensen 

See photos of the meet  and thank-yous on pages 6-7 
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MONTHLY EAT-OUT NEWS by Anne Krueger  (402-393-8274, akru@cox.net)    

 July 8  Regular Meeting 
 July 17  Board Meeting (see below) 
 July 20  Eat-out at Romeo’s (see below) 
 July 22  Tour to Highway 66 Classic plus Lunch at McKinney’s  

                                   (see p. 3) 
 July 29  Gretna Parade  cancelled  (see p. 3) 
  July 29-30  Pawnee City Tour (see p. 3) 
 
       ——————————Club events after July—————————- 
 August 20  Vintage Wheels at the Fort Car Show 
 August 26  Club Picnic 
 September 16 International Model A Day—SAVE THE DATE—more later 
 October 27-29 Bus trip to Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan (see p. 7) 

July Board Meeting  
 July 17th, Monday Eve, 6:30-8:30pm  Sump Library, Papillion  

Meeting Treats 

Thank you to Esther Miller and Susan Dellinger for bringing treat to June Meeting. 
July meeting treats are Karen Wickey  and Marilyn Cahalane 

Do you like the treats at the meetings?? If so, then volunteer to bring some!! 

PLAN AHEAD FOR THESE EAT-OUTS:  

FRIDAY, August 18th: Twisted Tail in Beebeetown, IA  

Thursday, September 21: Dundee Dell 

 July eat out is Thursday July 20th at Romeo’s  2395 N.90th St.  

Remember, they moved across 90th ST.  http://www.romeosomaha.com/    

Romeo’s is “A friendly family Mexican Food and Pizza Restaurant” 

                        P PLEASE sign up, if you plan to attend. E 
Last minute changes go to Don & Janet Graves (402-453-7166, janet@omahaneb.org)  

because the Kruegers will be out of town.  

 Eat out was on Thursday June 15 

at Shirley’s Diner in Millard. 12 

people were present. We had a 

guest Anne and Ken Krueger’s sis-

ter-in-law, Gail Krueger, from 

Grand Island.  The food was delicious. I don’t think anyone 

went away hungry.   Some even had a 2nd meal out of their 

supper. 

http://www.romeosomaha.com/
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Upcoming Events 

What happened to the Gretna Parade?  The Board decided to cancel our participation in 

the Gretna Parade this year because they are charging a fee to be in the parade.  It’s not that we 
can’t afford it. We understand why they would want to charge businesses who are advertising prod-

ucts and politicians who are campaigning for office, but we have participated for years only to give enjoy-
ment to the crowd. It is not easy to drive Model As that slow in the usually hot July weather, but we have 
done it without expecting to be paid.  Now that we are being asked to pay for the privilege, it’s just too 
much.  Of course, any member is welcome to do this as an individual.  Or, it might be a good opportunity to 

go watch the parade. M 

Tour to Highway 66 Concourse Classic plus Lunch at McKinney’s  
     On Saturday, July 22, we are going to meet at McKinney’s Grocery Store in Gretna at 
9:30AM and drive the 14 miles to the SAC Aerospace Museum to view this car show, in which 
over 200 classic cars will be displayed amongst the airplanes.  Read more about the show 
here.  The museum entry fee is $12 for adults, $11 for seniors and military, and $6 for youth 
ages 4-12.   
     Lunch will be a Bar-B-Que at McKinney’s (like we have done after the Gretna Parade).  
McKinney’s will provide the meat and drinks and some sides. The fun of this lunch is always 
the Pot Luck food brought by club members. Please sign up at the July meeting or call the 

McKinney’s (402-332-3993) to let them know if you will be joining the group for lunch.  

Pawnee City "Pleasant Past, Progressive Future"    
                             July 29th and 30th  
Join us for an overnight Tour to Pawnee City - at the Intersection of Hwy 50 & 
8 in beautiful southeast Nebraska. We will be making a stop in Steinauer to 
see St. Anthony's Church, then we will travel on to Pawnee City to visit Jerry's 
Dream Museum, The Pedal Car Clinic and Salt & Pepper Collection. After-
wards, we will stop and see Schilling Bridge Winery & Microbrewery. 
 
We will then travel on to Auburn, Nebraska to stay at the Arbor Manor Steak-
house & Motel.    We have blocked 10 rooms in the Meadowlark name for you 
to call and make your reservations. 1-402-274-3663.  
Single guest rooms - have a queen bed for 2 and will cost $56.00 plus tax. In-
cludes complimentary continental breakfast, mini- fridge, microwave and ca-
ble TV. Also available are a 2 queen bed rooms for $60.00 plus tax or a suite 

for $72.00 plus tax.  
They also have a steakhouse 
next door. The menu and info are on the web 
at www.arbormanorsteakhouseandmotel.com. 
 
Depending on where you start from. Bob & Mary McKinney 
will meet you at ElBee's on Hwy 50 at 8:30 AM on July 29th. If 
coming from the South and East, you can meet at Gambino's 
Pizza in Louisville on Hwy 50 at 9:00 AM.  
Contact person is Bob McKinney. 402-332-3993. 

https://sacmuseum.org/2017/05/ne-highway-66-concourse-classic/
http://www.arbormanorsteakhouseandmotel.com/
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Interesting Upcoming  Events 
Not sponsored by the Meadowlark Club 

Camp Creek Antique Machinery and Threshing Show 
July 15 & 16   
See https://www.ccthreshers.org/information  for details. 

Grandparents’ Day at Golden Living   Saturday, September 10th 
Ann Joseph, Director of Activities at the Golden Living facility has invited us again this year to display our 
cars at their Grandparents Day event on Saturday, September 10th.  She has also invited the members of 
the Centennial Model T Club again.  Ann has planned another day of activities, music, fun, and food for her 
residents and guests.  The residents always enjoy a chance to view the cars which many of them remember 
from their past.  More information next month or contact Barney Deden (402-558-3314). 

If you missed the Speedway Motors Museum 
during the meet or just have a yen to visit again, 
here is your chance to visit for free. Yes, that says 
FREE ADMISSION to the Museum if you bring 
your classic car. Also, free Coffee & Donuts. 
 
You can read more about the Speedway Museum 
at http://museumofamericanspeed.org/ . 
 
If you go to this or any event that will have pre-
1968 vehicles before August 20, be sure to take 
along some flyers for our Vintage Wheels at the 
Fort to pass out.  You can get a flyer here:  
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/ 

A’s at Arbor Lodge Sunday, September 17 
We are also invited to the Apple Jack Festival in Nebraska City on Septem-
ber 17. The cars attending will be parked around Arbor Lodge. This is a great 
chance to visit this historic mansion, if you haven’t done so before. The con-
tact person is Gayle Hanshaw. He says to look for more details in the   
August newsletter. Anyone with questions, suggestions and/or comments 
may contact me via email: vghanshaw@aol.com or phone: 402-570-8623. 

72nd Revival AAA Glidden Tour 
September 17-22  Hastings, Nebraska 
 

Nebraska Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America 
(AACA ) will welcome hundreds of car enthusiasts from all over 
the country for a full week of fun, driving their pre-1943 cars over 
hundreds of miles of road. Might be fun to see? 
      
      Intrigued?  See more at http://www.gliddentour.org/  

https://www.ccthreshers.org/information
http://museumofamericanspeed.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/
http://www.gliddentour.org/
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Past Events 

The Skills – Grilles- Grills car show was a 
success due to the help of many people.  
Bob McKinney, with the help of Dale 

Jergensen, did a great job of getting the Mer-
chants of Gretna to support the Skills program.  
Charley Earnest went the extra mile in getting the 
tables and stands from the trailer and putting 
them up at the high school, he also got the PA sys-
tem.  Anne Krueger and Esther Miller 
took good care of the registration and 
vote counting.  Barney Deden and Dave 

Miller took good care of the parking.   
There were more club members who 
helped or brought their cars or tractors 
for display.   Dale Jergensen handled 
the announcing of the winner’s .  We even had 
Miss Teen Nebraska helping with the trophies.   
There was a good turnout for both the High 
School Class, the Open Class and tractors.  We 

were also able to give a donation to the 
SkillUSA program. 
                      

Skills — Grilles — Grilles Car Show 

Thanks to thsse Gretna  
Merchant Sponsors 
AgWest Commodities
American National Bank 
Gretna Chiropractic Center  
Harney Realty Company  
Hintz Auto Repair  
McKinney's Food Center  
U-Save pharmacy  
We'll smoke U BBQ  
Pinnacle Bank  
Ty's Outdoor Power  
Wagner Auto Service  
Reichert Family Dentistry  
Dove Auto  
Ace Hardware Gretna  
Roxwheel Taxes/
Bookkeeping  
Napa - Gretna  
Napa - Ashland  
Gretna Vision Source  
F M Bank 
Langdon’s Bar Grill  
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Most of these photos were taken by Melody Grigsby and crew. Due to technical difficulties and lack of 
space, we can’t include photos of all the meet events. We hope to include more next month. 
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     We had a beautiful morning for our breakfast, 
there was little wind and no rain.  But, due to Ne-
braska weather the night before, our number of 
diners were down.  They were busy at home 
cleaning up and/or without electricity. I would like 
to thank some wonderful folks who helped at the 
Pancake Breakfast.  When Dave & I got there, 
Mike Cahalane was already there waiting to help, 
which was a very pleasant surprise (as he had 
storm clean-up and lack of electricity at 
home!).  Mary Denker arrived soon after with a 
complete container of already percolated hot 
coffee, AND DONUTS! Our new member Linda 
Thomas and Mary Denker, washed off the tables 
and seats next.  And young Mr. Musel helped 
Dave with the meat and flipping those flapjacks 
(he says he learned the technique from Howard 
Denker).  Bob and Mary McKinney picked up the 
sausages and ham, so that we didn’t have to run 

out to Gretna to do this.  Karen Wickey brought 
extra ham.  What a team of individuals, they 
helped make the breakfast a smooth running ma-
chine and are greatly appreciated. 
     After filling ourselves up with pancakes, fruit, 
sausages, ham, and coffee.  We set out with 5 
Model As, Don Graves at the lead, and us at the 
rear (we had modern), Mary & Bob McKinney 
were to meet us after they returned the uno-
pened, extra sausages.  The drive was really pretty 
(if you ignored some of the storm remnants) and 
our destination was downtown Ashland, specifi-
cally to the Willow Point Gallery.  The Willow 
Point gallery is the home to Gene Roncka and his 
lovely wife, who made us feel very wel-
come.  Some folks went to Cheri Os , a sandwich 
and ice cream shop.  Their ice cream is to die for. 
We had a smaller group for the tour, but it was a 
very pleasant tour.   Esther 

Pancake Breakfast 
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 How many have signed up so far?  
35,   5 more to go to meet our minimum 

 Can I invite my friends? 
Yes, Please do 

 Will we miss a Husker Football game? 
No, there is no game scheduled on Oct. 20 

 Where can I find the reservation form? 
      http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/ 
      gilmore.pdf 
 Who should I write the check to? 

Meadowlark Model A Ford Club 
 

 Can I get a refund if I pay the deposit and 
then find out I can’t go? 
Yes, until August 8 & after that if there is a 
waiting list & someone to take your place 

 When is the final payment due? 
September 9 

 What hotel will we stay at? 
Four Points Sheraton in Kalamzaoo. Call 269-
385-3922 and make reservations for Oct. 27 
and 28. Tell them you are with the Meadow-
lark Model A Club. Or go to  
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/
Meadowlark  to reserve your room. 

Bus Trip to Hickory Corners FAQs 

Lee Hendrix and Ed & Sue Dellinger went 
for a ride. Sue even got to be copilot. 
Jim Musel and Don & Janet Graves watched 
the flights from the ground.  

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/gilmore.pdf
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/gilmore.pdf
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/Meadowlark
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/Meadowlark
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Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

July 
Day Name Event 

7 Gayle & Nancy Hanshaw Anniversary 

7 Karen Noodell Birthday 

8 Karen Wickey Birthday 

13 Rodney & Lucy Lorence Anniversary 

13 Frank Wanek Birthday 

17 Jerry McManis Birthday 

19 El Gertner Birthday 

20 Lee Hendrix Birthday 

20 Bill Patterson Birthday 

21 Kristy Leddy Birthday 

23 Mary Denker Birthday 

24 Steve Anderson Birthday 

24 Irv & Ingrid Holm Anniversary 

25 Janet Graves Birthday 

25 Don & Karen Noodell Anniversary 

26 Audrey Freyer Birthday 

26 Janice Leddy Birthday 

August 
Day Name Event 

3 Chris Novak Birthday 

7 Gayle Hanshaw Birthday 

9 Mike Tritsch Birthday 

12 Barbara Bunch Birthday 

14 Jim & Jill Musel Anniversary 

15 Lori Rima Birthday 

16 Judy Beckman Birthday 

17 Ken Krueger Birthday 

23 Becca Gernandt Birthday 

28 Tom Beiriger Birthday 

29 Anne Krueger Birthday 

31 Jan Hartenhoff Birthday 

31 Carol Hendrix Birthday 

 Tech Talk   

     July Tech Talk will be on 
a subject which has had a 
lot of discussion, questions, 
guesses, and frustrations. Sometimes the adjust-
ments, although done correctly, don’t provide good 
results. Then, the question is “why didn’t that work?” 
     The two-tooth steering column has several parts 
that need careful examination to see if they are usa-
ble again. We’ll take a close look at all those parts and 
then assemble the puzzle. There are a couple of key 
areas to pay close attention to, but good results are 
easy to accomplish. 
      See you at the next tech talk and I’ll try to steer 
you right. 

                           Don 

Lost and found 
  

Found:  this Bungee Cord was 

left-over at the Car Games. If you 
lost it, contact Karen Noodell.  
LOST:  the Meet Booklets from 
previous meets are missing from 
the Club Library. If you have any 
of them, please contact Mary McKinney, our Librarian.  

We saw former member Mike Kauss at the Tri-motor 
Event. He said that he is doing well and that Sharon is well 
also except she is scheduled for knee surgery soon.  

“For every minute you are angry you lose 

sixty seconds of happiness.”  

          ― Ralph Waldo Emerson 

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in our newsletter. 

Volume 49, Issue 7 

Members may place FOR SALE or WANTED ads in this newsletter for free—space permitting. Send the infor-
mation to the newsletter editor, Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org).    Business card ads (like those below) are 
$12 per year for members and $24 per year for non-members. If you would like to place one of these ads or 
know a business who would like to, contact our Treasurer, Janet Graves. 

We could use a few more ads to support the newsletter. If you know of a business that might like to advertise 
here, please ask for a business card. We will put the ad in for one month and send a copy to the business to help 
them decide if they want to continue for a year. 

This spot FOR RENT 
If you know of a business that might like 
to advertise here, please ask for a busi-
ness card & give it to Janet Graves. We 
will put the ad in for one month and send 
a copy to the business to help them de-
cide if they want to continue for a year.   

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2017 Officers 

President Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

VP/ Pres. Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net 

Secretary Sue Dellinger 402-298-8549 suened@jagwireless.net 

Treasurer Janet Graves 402-453-7166 janet@omahaneb.org 

2017 Board Members 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 popoutomaha@centurylink.net 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 don@omahaneb.org  

Karen Noodell 402-234-6110 dn20256@windstream.net 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net
mailto:suened@jagwireless.net
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:popoutomaha@centurylink.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:don@omahaneb.org
mailto:dn20256@windstream.net

