
 

Table of Contents 

President’s Message 1 

Upcoming Activities 3-5 

Calendar  7 

Birthday/Anniversary 8 

Advertisers 9 

Membership Info 10 

Volume 44, Issue 6 

Meadowlark Model A Ford 

Club, Omaha, NE 

 

June 2012 

 

Special Points of Interest: 

 

 Calendar 

 May’s Events 

 Upcoming Events 

 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 

 
Are we having 
fun yet?  If you 
haven’t had 
Model A fun this 
month, you 

must have been out of town! OR out 
of something! 
 Our 50th anniversary party 
was a very successful celebration. 
The weather was great and the wine 
and cheese social hour was an en-
joyable time. Thanks to Don and 
Karen Noodell for all their work in 
making this successful. The food 
and service at the TipTop Ballroom 
was excellent, with plenty of food, if 
you could handle seconds. Thanks to 
Ed and Millie Jankowski for their 
many trips and conversations with 
the Brandeis Catering staff. Persis-
tence pays off which was evident if 
you attended the dinner. Thanks, 
too, to Steve and Nikki Anderson for 
invitations and to Mary Denker for 
all her work collecting and returning 
deposits. 
 Our dinner entertainer, Mi-
chael Walker, was smooth and en-
tertaining, as usual. Our dessert 
cake was perfect, thanks to Karen 
Noodell’s handiwork. It was a shame 

to cut it up in pieces, but I’m glad 
we did because where else could 
you actually eat a piece of a Model 
A. Our tour back through the past 
50 years brought back some fond 
memories of fun times we have had. 
My wife, Janet, deserves a big thank 
you for all the time and effort in put-
ting the last 50 years of photographs 
together for our show. One more 
thank you to all of you who drove 
your A to our celebration. It was 
great seeing Model A’s parked be-
side the old Ford Assembly Plant.  
 We had a great showing of 

A’s at the Douglas County Historical 

Society exhibit of the automobile 

and its role in the development of 

Omaha. There were 45 autos on dis-

play, with the oldest being a 1924 

Model T Touring and a 1924 Durant 

Coupe. The Meadowlarks showed 18 

of the autos on display. Thanks to 

the Dedens, Beckmans, Jankowskis, 

Noodells, Bowdens, Earnests, 

Gertners, Denkers, Mabrys, McKin-

neys, Heerens, Jergensens, Ander-

sons, Partridges (2 cars), Lust-

garten, Hartenhoffs, and Graves.  

Don Graves 

President's Message 

June and July Tech Talk 
 

John Mabry 
 
In June, we will have a demonstration on using garbage bags to put a tire 
on a wheel by Doug Heeren. Howard Denker will talk about balancing a tire 
with glass/ceramic beads. Dig it, man! 
 
In July we will have a talk about sparkplugs. Be sure and attend if you just 
haven’t the spark you used to. 
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50th Anniversary Celebration 
What an event! I trust that all had a good 
time and have good memories and stories 
to tell about the evening. One I can’t resist 
is that 4 cars heading to Gretna almost 
ended up in Council Bluffs. Let’s just say 
that it was dark. I was just dutifully follow-
ing the car in front, until it looked too 
much like an freeway entry ramp. 

 
I like to judge a party by 
the conversation, a lot of 
that was evident in the ball-
room. I enjoyed the 
slideshow trip down memory 
lane. It was interesting to 
see what some of you 
looked like in your formative 
years.  

May 20th Picnic and Douglas County Historical Society exhibit at 
Heartland of America Park 

 
May 20th was a great 
Spring day to be out with 
the A’s. The pancakes 
were great, and it was 
good to see that plenty of 
batter was brought so that 
we could eat what wasn’t on the cooks. Special thanks to Bob and Mary McKinney for bringing most of the 
food, Vicki Heeren for bringing the great fruit salad, and Sherri Kunz for always bringing the donuts!! The 
following club members attended:  Don & Janet Graves, John Mabry, Greg, Priscilla & Julia Bowden, Dale 
Jergensen, Charles & Suzanne Earnest, El & Dot Gertner, Bob & Mary McKinney, Doug & Vicki Heeren,  
Sherri  & Roland Kunz, Howard & Mary Denker, Ed & Millie Jankowski, Don & Karen Noodell, Ken & Melo-
dy Grigsby, Bill & Barb Patterson,  John,  Kristy, and Daniel Leddy , Steve & Vikki Anderson, Lee Cramer, 
his son & grandson, Paul Briese, Paul Jr. & wife Emma, grandsons Paul III & Keith Briese. Hope we didn’t 
miss someone, it was quite a crowd!! I saw a couple of young kids riding in a rumble seat. What fun that 
would have been. 
 
From the picnic many of us caravanned down to the Heartland of America Park. I 
am learning that the route which is decided upon isn’t necessarily the route taken. I 
discovered during the month of May that my car can handle the traffic of the city 
fairly well. It was fun to look at the different cars at the park. As I am around the old 

car hobby, I find 
more manufacturers 
that I would have 
thought possible. I see odd things on cars 
that seemed to be ahead of their time and 
wonder how they ever got that bit to work. 
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Poker Run 
June 3 at 1PM 

 Let’s play Poker!  This will be a relatively short tour around a smaller area, 
especially for members who are not quite ready to go out of town yet. It is open to everyone, however. The 
poker will be 5 card draw, so we will have 5 stops. At each stop, every person in each car will draw from a 
deck and the card drawn will be recorded (no trading in the car between stops!). At the end, we will stop at a 
nice ice cream spot, see who has the best hand in the men’s, women’s, and kid’s (12 & under) categories, 
and distribute the fabulous prizes.  
 Meet at Memorial Park (enter at about 56th & Underwood) and go to the drive around the Memorial. 

We plan to start the run from that location at 1PM sharp. More details will be given out at the starting point 

along with a route to follow. The tour will take about 2 hours. See you there. Please be sure to sign up.  

Questions? Call Don Graves (402-659-1815). 

Upcoming Activities 

Friends, Fun, & Fireworks 
 
Come celebrate the fourth of July with fellow Model A’ers. Doug and Vicki 
Heeren will host a grill-out at Vicki’s dad’s house in Ginger Cove - Duane Pro-
rok’s - 160 Ginger Cove Rd Valley, NE. Doug and Vicki will be providing 
hotdogs and hamburgers, buns, condiments and plastic ware. Those attend-
ing are asked to bring a side (ie. Chips, salad, dessert, etc.). The grilling will 
start at 6:30 until around 8:00. Fireworks will begin at dark (around 9:45). 
Bring your own lawn chair and beverages. Directions from Omaha… Take 
HWY 275 west/north to Valley, NE. Take Hwy 64 exit. (2nd Valley exit) At stop 
sign turn left toward Leshara. You’ll go over the viaduct and past Valmont on 
your right. Look for the Ginger Cover sign on left (NOT Ginger Woods). Turn 
into Ginger Cove and take the road to the right around the lake.  Duane’s house is the first house on the right 
hand side. #160 Ginger Cove Rd.  Park in the drive way or where you can find room. 

Wedding  Cake Topper Collection at the General Crook House 
Upcoming event:  No date established yet 

 
We are planning to visit the Cake Topper Collection of Barney and Patty Deden (new Meadowlark mem-

bers). You might have read about this collection in the April 23 Omaha World-Herald. The Dedens donated 

the majority of their collection of 1,700 wedding cake toppers to the Douglas County Historical Society.  The 

collection is displayed at the General Crook house (http://www.omahahistory.org/museum.htm ), which isn’t 

air-conditioned- but is a great tour in itself. When the weather is a bit cooler, Patty will give us a guided tour.  

Gretna Parade  
10:30am Saturday July 21 

 

Lineup is 10:00-10:15 at the cement place which is 2-3 blocks before the starting point of the parade. Coming 
from the North or East, take 370 to 216th St, turn South for 5 blocks - past McKinney’s house, past Angus, 
over the railroad tracks, and the cement plant will be on the left. This route will avoid most parade traffic. The 
American Legion post across the street is open if you need a comfort stop. 
 

Lunch will be served at McKinney’s house after the parade. Please sign up or call so that we will have a head 
count. 
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Upcoming Activities for 2012 
Mark your calendar 

 
June 2  Car Display at UP museum in Council Bluffs, (Contact person: Dave Beckman) 
June 3  Poker Run (a tour around town – with prizes for the best hand – more to come) 
June 9  Regular club meeting, Douglas County Health Center 
June 11-15 Des Moines Regional Meet 
June 16 ZOOM at Henry Doorly Zoo – free zoo entry for two in your Model A (be sure to sign up at the meet-

ing) 
June 21 Eat out at Joe’s Crab Shack, Westroads, 701 North 102nd St., Omaha, NE(Contact person: Ed Jan-

kowski) 
June 21 Board Meeting 5:30PM Westroads’ Food Court 

June 23-30 Tour across Iowa+ (contact person: Don Graves) 

July 3  Picnic and Fireworks - 160 Ginger Cove Rd., Valley, NE, see details in letter (contact people: Doug 

  and Vicki Heeren) 

July 14  Regular club meeting, Douglas County Health Center 

July 19  Eat Out at El Aguila, 18th & Vinton (contact people: Jankowski’s) 

July 21  Gretna Parade - 10 am line up, see details in letter (contact person: Bob McKinney)  

July 28  Ford Show - Details to come (contact person: Lee Hendrix) 

July 29-31 Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh, see details in newsletter, (contact person:Greg Bowden) 

Aug 11  Regular club meeting, Douglas County Health Center 

Aug 12  Frank Cooper’s Garage Tour, part garage tour and part garage sale of A parts, (Doug Heeren contact 

  person) 

September 9 Grandparents Day and DCH car show 

The 2012 Meadowlark “BeTWAIN the Rivers-MAD” Tour 
 

Details have come together for the tour across Southern Iowa, down to Hannibal, Missouri, and then back across North-
ern Missouri. It looks like there are lots of fun things to see and do. If you are thinking about going and haven’t signed 
up, please do so or call Don or Janet Graves (402-453-7166). If you would like to see the general route, give us a call. 
 
The routes and stops have been chosen. It looks to be a nice relaxing tour with a couple of days in Hannibal MO.  One 

never really knows what adventures will befall us.  

What Is It? 
 
I once had a part that had fallen off of my A, and I asked a member 
where it might have come from. I think that is was a bolt. I was so 
surprised that he knew exactly where the bolt belonged on the car, 
you could have blown me away with a feather. Now I have decided 
to have a little contest to see who can name the parts that I put in the 
newsletter. Let’s start by putting your name and the name of the part 
(or where it goes) on a piece of paper and hand it to me at the next 
meeting. (For instance, bolt or screw would not be an acceptable 
answer. You would have to say where it went.) To the right is this 
week’s part. We will see who knows their parts. 



 Upcoming Activities cont. 
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Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh 
 

We are in the planning stages for a July 29-31 Sunday to Tuesday trip to Neligh, NE. The date was changed due to 

hotel accommodations with 11 signed up. Current attractions which are being planned are the historic mill, the ash fossil 

beds, a drive-in theater, and a winery tour. Lunch on the way back will be at Dusters in Columbus. More details will be 

forthcoming as they are finalized.  

 

Hotel/Motel Information: 
 
Deluxe Motel 
101 J Street 
Neligh NE 68756 
402-887-4628 (Shelly) 
 
 
West Hill View Motel 
1107 O Street 
Neligh NE  68756 
402-887-4186  
 
 
Plantation House Bed & Breakfast 
401 Plantation Street 
Elgin NE  68636 
402-843-2287 
 
There are also about a dozen motels in Norfolk, which is about 36 miles from Neligh. 
 
Greg Bowden 

This motel has nine rooms.  All nine rooms are being held July 29
th
 and 30

th
  for the 

Meadowlarks, but everyone needs to call and make their own reservation.  When you 
call, tell Shelly you are with Meadowlarks.  They have a 24 hour cancellation policy, 
so if you should have to cancel before July 28

th
, you won’t be charged. 

This motel may also have rooms, but no promises and nothing has been held for us.  
If you want to stay here, or if the nine rooms in the other motel are already taken, 
this is the only other place in town. 

If you want to stay in a Bed & Breakfast, Elgin is about 10 miles from 
Neligh.  This is the only other accommodations close to Neligh. 

The Ford Show July 28th 
 

It seems like a long time off yet before the Ford Show in Benson. However, the time is swiftly approaching. 
 

I would like to invite club members to volunteer for the various positions that we need to fill before the show arrives. 
Think about what you could help with: set up the morning of the show, park cars, work at the registration table when 

the cars arrive. and be there when it's all over to help clean up and pick up our stuff. 
 

There will be a sign up sheet at the May 12 Banquet, as well as the following month’s regular meeting. If everyone does 

their part, then no one person has to do the  work of 3 or 4 people. 
 

We are going to have a food booth this year, selling pop, ice cream bars and possibly popcorn balls. We also need help 
in manning this endeavor. 

 

Thanks in advance for your support. 
 

Lee Hendrix 

ZOOM at the ZOO 
 

How fast can a cheetah run? Put the pedal to the metal and ZOOm on over to Omaha’s Zoo Father’s Day weekend Sat-
urday, June 16 to find out!See cool classic cars, antique cars and environmental friendly cars while exploring your favor-
ite animal exhibits and learning about animal speeds. 
 
Entry to the zoo is free to 2 people per car. You need to be there at 8:15AM and stay until 3:15PM. The last chance to 
sign up is at the June 9th meeting or call Don Graves 402-453-7166. 
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Elk Horn, IA Danish Mill Tour 
 
We met in Crescent, gassed up our cars, made some 
adjustments and took off on the Iowa county blacktop 
roads. The weather was nearly ideal driving up and 
down hills and around the curves. In Elk Horn, we 
watched the parade, had a nice lunch at the Danish Inn, 
and toured the Danish Mill which was dismantled in Den-
mark in the 1970’s and put back together in Elk Horn. It 
is pretty impressive when you climb up inside the mill. 
On the way back we stopped at a winery where we were 
treated grandly by the other guests enjoying a Saturday 
afternoon at the winery. We were joined by a couple 
from Springfield. MO driving a red phaeton (pictured). 
Those that were on the tour are, Don and Karen Noodell, 
Don and Janet Graves, Dale Jergensen, Roland Kunz, 
John Mabry, El Gertner, Greg, Priscilla and Julia Bowd-

en, and Joe Crist and Wendy. 

Joe Crist and Wendy 
“OK Roland we made it up that hill. Now if we 
can just get around this curve.” 

Congratula-
tions to the 
Coopers this 
month on 
their 65th 
wedding an-
niversary. 

Here are the 
Heerens and 
their newly re-
stored pickup. 
We look for-
ward to seeing 
it around. Con-
grats to a job 
well done. 
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June 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  Display at 

UP museum 

CB 

3   Poker Run, 

Memorial 

4 5 6 7 8 9 Meeting, 

10 11 

Regional meet 

12 

In Des Moines 

13 

———————— 

14 

————————- 

15 

————————- 

16    Zoom at 

the Zoo 

8:15AM 

17 18 19 20 21 Joe’s Crab 

Shack—

Westroads 

22 23   

Tour across 

24 

Iowa 

25 

 and 

26 

Missouri 

27 

————————- 

28 

————————- 

29 

————————- 

30 

Home 

July 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Ginger Cove 

picnic and fire-

works 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  Regular 

Meeting 

15 16 17 18 19  Eat out at 

El Aguila 

20 21   Gretna 

Parade 10AM 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  

Ford Show 

29 

Neligh tour 

30 

Neligh tour 

31 

Neligh tour 
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FOR SALE: 1929 Special Coupe. Older, nice 
restoration – still looks real nice.  Has rumble 
seat and trunk on rear. 
For more information, contact Don Graves, 
402-659-1815. 
 
FOR SALE: Two 1930/31 radiators, one a 
newer reproduction in good condition, the se-
cond one an original that needs work, plus on 
30/31 original radiator top tank.  Make offer on 
one or all !!  Dick White 402-393-7017 

For Sale: 

Sunshine Report 

No reports so I assume that all is well with the 

membership. 

If you have Sunshine news about any of our 

members and would like to share it, please call 

Mary McKinney at  402-332-3993.  

June 
Day Name Event 

1  Frank Cooper Birthday 

3 Delmar Bunch Birthday 

4 Barb Partridge Birthday 

7 Howard Denker Birthday 

7 Frank & Madeline Cooper Anniversary 

8 Barney & Patty Deden Anniversary 

10 Ed & Millie Jankowski Anniversary 

14 Doug & Vicki Heeren Anniversary 

15 Rodney Lorence Birthday 

15 Arden Peterson Birthday 

15 Bob Rand Birthday 

16 David & Nancy Hume Anniversary 

16 Ed Jankowski Birthday 

22 Dave & Esther Miller Anniversary 

24 David Hume Birthday 

24 John & Nadine Schmid Anniversary 

25 Paul Briese Birthday 

25 Don & Janet Graves Anniversary 

25 Jerry & Karan McManis Anniversary 

26 Vicki Heeren Birthday 

28 Suzanne Earnest Birthday 

July 
Day Name Event 

3 Rick & Joan Klutts Anniversary 

7 Karen Noodell Birthday 

8 Karen Wickey Birthday 

13 Frank Wanek Birthday 

13 Rodney & Lucy Lorence Anniversary 

17 Jerry McManis Birthday 

19 El Gertner Birthday 

20 Lee Hendrix Birthday 

20 Bill Patterson Birthday 

21 Kristy Leddy Birthday 

23 Mary Denker Birthday 

24 Steve Anderson Birthday 

25 Janet Graves Birthday 

25 Don & Karen Noodell Anniversary 

26 Audrey Freyer Birthday 

26 Janice Leddy Birthday 

From the Editor, 
 
What a great month of May with the Model A. I 
am gaining more confidence at doing things 
on the car as each time I have a little success. 
I had a great time on the drive to Elk Horn and 
back with Roland as my navigator. I am look-
ing forward to the trip at the end of June. 
 
I changed the carb on my car and now it idles 
a lot slower, and I can more easily change 
gears. It still takes me a long time to figure 
things out, and then to actually get the 
wrenches out. I am getting better each time I 
take a wrench to the old girl. 
 
Dale 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroi-

dery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 
   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2012 Officers 

 

2012 Board Members 

 

 

  

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year. 
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Don Graves 402-453-7166 

VP/ Pres.  Dale Jergensen 402-949-0521 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

El Gertner 402-339-5904 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 


