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Club, Omaha, NE 
 
June 2014 
 
Special Points of Interest: 
 
 Calendar 
  Events 
 Upcoming Events 
 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 
 

 
By the great 
crowd of people 
and the eleven 
Model A’s that 
came to the 
Chalco Hills 

breakfast on May 18
th
 I would 

say that our members are ready 
and raring to get out and drive.  
Several members are getting 
their vehicles ready as they pre-
pare to make the trek to Oklaho-
ma this month for the Regional 
Meet, while another group is get-
ting ready to make a ten day run 
to Michigan in early July. The All 
Ford Show is slated for June 
28

th
. I challenge each of you to 

bring a Ford car AND encourage 
someone else (not in the club) to 
bring theirs as well. The Board 
has lined up a whole host of 
events and is working on more. 

Be sure to look at the calendar 
and sign up at the general meet-
ing, or give the contact person 
for the event a call.  I look for-
ward to seeing you all in your A’s 
soon. 
 
Keep the wheels rolling.   Doug 

President's Message 

June Tech Talk 
 
First of all, I would like to thank the members who put suggestions in 
the Tech Talk suggestion box. We have some good suggestions to 
use. The box will continue to be at meetings, so if something comes 
to mind that you would like covered, fill out a slip and drop it in the 
box. 
 
This month we will cover what to do when you get your ‘A’ out of win-
ter storage, or should I say, what you should have done. Hopefully, 
everyone has gotten their ‘A’ out by now.  We will also cover pros and 
cons of Zenith and Tillotson carburetors. 
 
See you at the meeting, 
Don 

Gayle and Nancy Hanshaw 
 
We finally got a photo of our 
new members from Lincoln. Be 
sure to look for them at meet-
ings and events and give them a 
big welcome. 
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Fort Atkinson Tour 
 
Ten Meadowlarks visit-
ed Fort Atkinson in Fort 
Calhoun, NE on May 4. 
These are some of the 
scheduled events we 
saw: 
 

Ninth Military Dept., Missouri Territory 
Orders of the Day for the 4th of May in the 
year of our Lord 1821 and of the Independ-
ence of the United States the 45th. 

10:00   The Troop (Roll call, inspection, 
raise colours, and morning gun) 

10:30   Church Call    (Quarter Masters 
Room – publik welcomed) 

11:15  Military Demonstration 
 

One of the curators we heard from said that 
those stationed at the Fort were more farmers 
than soldiers. We thought their demonstrations 
did sort of reflect the lack of worry about military 
precision. 
 
We did see some expertise in the on-going 
demonstrations, though. We especially enjoyed 
the Wood Cooper, the Blacksmith, the Tinsmith, 
and the Weaver. The School was in session and 
our Julia Bowden was the star of the class, 
showing off her skill in memorization.  
 
We also enjoyed seeing some of the ways the 
soldiers were punished for misdeeds. The de-
scription of this interesting chamber said: 
 
“CHOKE BOX: Used for punishing drunkiness 
[sic], thievery, etc. Subject would be placed in 
box for ½ hour each day for 
thirty days. The person would 
have to stay in a crouching po-
sition, as you cannot either 
stand nor sit. After release from 
the choke box, the soldier 
would have to wear a neck iron 
and perform police duties 
around the fort.” 
 
It was a nice day, although a bit cool and a lot 
windy. 
 

We enjoyed a picnic at a Fort Calhoun park be-
fore returning home. 
 
On this first Model A tour of the season, the only 
difficulty was that one Model A needed to be 
pushed to start every time we stopped. But, that 

is why we like to tour 
in groups, right? 
 
 

The Hen’s Nest 
 
For the month of May we focused on kitchen 

gadgets for the ladies’ meeting. Some inter-

esting items were brought to show and share. 

From the “Potato Rotato” that Anne Krueger 

brought and demonstrated, to an amazing 

“Grip Stick” bag closer that Elaine Blecha 

wowed us with, there were many things we all 

wished we had, (if we still cooked at home as 

much as we used to). There were things old 

and new. Nancy Hanshaw brought her trusty 

Foley Easy Twist lid opener. Janet Graves 

shared an amazing Norpro flat rolling sheet. 

And there was a lot of talk about silver clean-

ers and pineapple slicers.  Gadgets were the 

talk of the night. 
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“A” O.K. Pancake Breakfast 
 

The results are in: 3 box-

es of pancake mix, 3 lbs. 

of ham, 32 large sausag-

es, 24 glazed donuts 

and a big bowl of fruit.  

By the quantity of food 

we went through, the number of people in at-

tendance (44) and the eleven “A” s in the park-

ing lot, I would say the pancake breakfast was 

a success.  A beautiful morning on May 18
th
 

also helped the great 

turn out. Thanks to all 

those who contributed, 

helped, and/or just 

came and enjoyed the 

day.  

 
President’s Tour 

 
The President’s Tour to Boys Town after the 

pancake break-

fast at Chalco 

Hills was attend-

ed by six A’s and 

11 participants. 

Many of the 

members were 

surprised by the 

expanse of the 

Boys Town com-

plex, including a lake, their own police depart-

ment, and many group housing facilities. After 

a quick look around the gift shop, the group 

visited the chapel where Fr. Flanagan is buried 

and then spent time in the Hall of History. 

There was a lot of history to be discovered and 

many inspirational stories that began right in 

our own backyard of Boys Town. Who knew? 

 
Jisa’s Farmstead Cheese Tour 

June 22, 2014  

 

We will be leaving from the Lowes parking lot 

at 18375 Wright Street at 9:00 am. This is just 

west of 180th and West Center Rd on the 

south side. We will be traveling to Brainard, 

NE to tour Jisa’s Farmstead Cheese facilities. 

We will be stopping for lunch on the return trip. 

This tour requires 10 people so please sign up 

at the June general meeting or call Ann Krue-

ger and let her know if you will be able to at-

tend.  

 

In 1946, Lad Jisa started a 

dairy farm outside of 

Brainard with just a few 

Holsteins. The dairy now 

milks over 300 Holstein 

cows. Lad's son Dave now 

operates the dairy that provides the milk for 

Jisa Cheese. 

  

The idea to build a cheese factory came about 

when milk prices dropped and small dairies 

across the Midwest struggled to stay afloat. 

Working with the University of Nebraska, Dave 

learned how make cheese. 

  
Jisa's Farmstead Cheese became a reality in 

the spring of 2005 at the 6,000 square foot 

plant, which is located one-half mile north of 

the Jisa Dairy Farm. The Grade A whole milk 

produced from his family’s dairy is used to 

make the cheese. 

Upcoming Activities 
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Balloons and Bridges Trek 

July 31—Aug 3 
 
Balloons and Bridges Trek - Visit the Bridges of 
Madison County and other historic sites near 
Winterset, IA and attend the National Balloon 
Classic in Indianola, IA. We will stay three 
nights in Osceola (details below) and cover 
around 400 miles in our Model As. Some gen-
eral information is available on the following 
two websites. More details will be provided lat-
er.  
POC: Greg Bowden 
http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com/ 
http://madisoncounty.com/index.php?
page=the-bridges  
 
We are staying at the Evergreen Inn in Osceo-
la, IA for three nights, July 31st, Aug 1st, 
and Aug 2nd  
 

Note corrected phone numbers: 
To reserve a room, call Kat at 641-342-
3162 (office) or 641-414-9831 (cell) and men-
tion that you are with the Meadowlark Model A 
Ford Club.  Rooms have been blocked off for 
us, so you need to reserve one of the Mead-
lowlark rooms under your own name.  All 
rooms have a small refrigerator, microwave, 
WIFI and cable. The Evergreen is also close 
to a couple restaurants.  Important:  The 
deadline to reserve a room is Monday, Ju-
ly 21st.   
 

Fireworks at Ginger Cove 
 

The Heeren’s have of-
fered a picnic and fire-
works display for July 
3

rd
 at Vicki’s dad’s. -

Duane Prorok- There 
are many members 
who already have fami-

ly plans, but if there is enough interest Doug 
and Vicki will host the picnic. So if you are in-

clined to come, please let either one know by 
the June General Meeting and we will make 
this a club event. (e-mail hrn-
farms@frontiernet.net or 712-533-6183). We 
will plan to eat around 7:00 with fireworks at 
dusk, (approx. 10:00). Doug and Vicki will 
provide hamburgers and hotdogs with the fix-
ings. Please bring a side dish, your own drinks, 
and lawn chairs. The address is 160 Ginger 
Cove Road, Valley, NE- (Three miles west of 
Valley).  You will need a car pass to get by the 
security check at the Ginger Cove entrance, so 
please let us know if you would like to attend 
before June 28th.  We will bring passes to the 
June general meeting, All Ford Car Show or 
can e-mail one to you. 
 

Michigan – MAFFI and 
Dearborn Tour 

 
~July 4-14 
There is still room for you! 
 

Ferry across Lake Michigan 
Visit the new MAFFI   

   Museum and other parts of 
   Gilmore museum 

Visit Greenfield Village and  
   other Dearborn sites 

 
If you can’t join us, at least follow our blog. 
More info next month. 
 
Contact the Graves for more info (402-453-
7166). 

http://www.nationalballoonclassic.com/
http://madisoncounty.com/index.php?page=the-bridges
http://madisoncounty.com/index.php?page=the-bridges
tel:614-342-3162
tel:614-342-3162
tel:614-414-9831
mailto:hrnfarms@frontiernet.net
mailto:hrnfarms@frontiernet.net
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My Model A 
 
By Lee Hendrix 

 
 This story begins about 50 years 
ago when I was still in grade school.  
My cousin who lived about a mile from 
us used to stop by with his Model A 
coupe and pick up my older brother and 
take him to High School. We lived on a 
farm and most of the surrounding roads 
were dirt at that time.  Needless to say 
when it rained or snowed they got very 
bad and sometimes the only thing that 
would get around was  either a tractor or in 
my case a Model A.  
 I always thought that having my own 
Model A would be great.  However, after 
high school, things were put on the back 
burner.  It seemed as though life just com-
plicated my dreams of owning a Model A.  
After spending time in the Navy, getting 
married, raising a family and a job, some-
how a Model A was the furthest thing on my 
mind. 
 Fast forward  about 30 some years. I 
was working with a fellow who lived in Sioux 
City, Iowa.  One day as we were driving to 
do a job, the conversation turned somehow 
to Model A’s.  
 It seemed that his dad had just re-
cently passed away, and was the owner of 
said Model A.  My coworker wasn’t interest-
ed in doing anything with the car and want-
ed to know if there was anyone that I knew 
that would be interested  in owning a Model 
A. At that time, the memories of my cousin 
and his model A came back into focus.  We 
talked about it the rest of the day and made 
arrangements to go see it.  He lived on a 
small acreage on the East side of Sioux 
City. 
 When I finally got around to looking 
at the car, I had no idea of what kind of 
shape it would be in. 
 What a pleasant surprise when the 
garage door was finally opened, and I got a 
glimpse of my future Model A.   
 Today it looks basically the same as 

it did that day years ago when the garage 
doors were opened. I had to learn how to 
start and drive it as I had never  driven one 
before. 
 I have made some minor changes to 
the car since I’ve owned it but nothing dras-
tic. 
 I have done some checking and 
found that the car had been licensed  in 
South Dakota, Nebraska and Iowa before I 
got it. I’ve also found from previous titles 
that it has been many colors.  In 1976 it was 
Brown, and since then it has been titled as 
Black, Dark Green and finally Maroon/
Black. 
 As of this writing, I have no plans on 
repainting, or doing any great upgrades. I 
just enjoy driving it and most of the time it 
has been very dependable.  However, it has 
let me stranded a couple of time as some of 
you may remember on different occasions.  
I plan on continue to drive as long as I can 
and enjoy this hobby. 
 

Lee Hendrix 
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June 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

July 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Upcoming Activities for 2014 
Mark your calendar 

 

June 9-12, 2014 Regional Meet, Tulsa, OK 

June 19, 2014 Eat out, MacAlister’s Deli, 6:45 pm,12405 W Center Rd, Omaha, Ne, 

Don Graves Contact 

June 22,2014 Jisa’s Cheese tour Brainerd, NE, Anne Krueger contact 

June 22, 2014 Board meeting after cheese tour Ken Grigsby ’s contact 

June 28, 2014 Ford Show, Westwood Plaza, 120th& W Center Rd 

July 3, 2014 Picnic & Fireworks, sign up to show interest 

July 17, 2014 Eat out, Gurney’s, Missouri Valley, Bob Rand is making arrange-

ments 

July 19, 2014 Gretna Parade, awaiting details from Parade committee, probably 

meet around 10 - 10:30 am, lunch at McKinney’s with board meeting fol-

lowing 

July 31—Aug 2 Balloons and Bridges Trek, see below, Greg Bowden contact 

August 17, 2014 Wheels at the Fort, Fort Omaha, 30th & Fort Streets, board meeting 

following 

August 21, 2014 Eat out, Nettie’s Fine Mexican Food, 7110 Railroad Ave, Bellevue 

All Ford Car Show 
 

The Club’s All Ford Car Show is just around the corner, (June 

28th if you haven’t already marked your calendar). Doug Heeren 

will have a volunteer sign-up sheet available at the June meet-

ing.  And if you don’t sign up then, he will be giving you a call 

to help with this club event. If you have a preference for a po-

sition, you may want to call Doug before the meeting.  
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Sunshine Report 

If you have Sunshine news about any of our 

members and would like to share it, please call 

Mary McKinney at  402-332-3993.  

From the Editor, 
 
I have been getting the A ready to take the trip 
down to Tulsa to the Regional Meet. These 
things always take more time that I think that 
they should. I a last minute call to A to Z last 
week, and it looks like I didn’t order everything 
that I needed. Just part of the fun I guess. 
 
It looks like things are getting scheduled for 
activities and tours for the summer.  I am look-
ing forward to a great summer of driving. 
 
Dale 

June 
Day Name Event 

1  Frank Cooper Birthday 

3 Delmar Bunch Birthday 

4 Ed Dellinger Birthday 

4 Barb Partridge Birthday 

6 Jodie Gernant Birthday 

7 Howard Denker Birthday 

7 Frank & Madeline Cooper Anniversary 

8 Barney & Patty Deden Anniversary 

10 Ed & Millie Jankowski Anniversary 

14 Bob & Janet Benton Anniversary 

14 Doug & Vicki Heeren Anniversary 

15 Rodney Lorence Birthday 

15 Bob Rand Birthday 

16 Ed Jankowski Birthday 

22 Dave & Esther Miller Anniversary 

24 John & Nadine Schmid Anniversary 

25 Paul Briese Birthday 

25 Don & Janet Graves Anniversary 

25 Jerry & Karan McManis Anniversary 

26 Vicki Heeren Birthday 

28 Suzanne Earnest Birthday 

July 
Day Name Event 

3 Rick & Joan Klutts Anniversary 

7 Gayle & Nancy Hanshaw Anniversary 

7 Karen Noodell Birthday 

8 Karen Wickey Birthday 

13 Rodney & Lucy Lorence Anniversary 

13 Frank Wanek Birthday 

17 Jerry McManis Birthday 

19 El Gertner Birthday 

20 Lee Hendrix Birthday 

20 Bill Patterson Birthday 

21 Kristy Leddy Birthday 

23 Mary Denker Birthday 

24 Steve Anderson Birthday 

25 Janet Graves Birthday 

25 Don & Karen Noodell Anniversary 

26 Audrey Freyer Birthday 

26 Janice Leddy Birthday 

Look at the smiles on the new owners of a 
1931 fordor slant window Model A. The 
Dellinger’s decided that the fastest way to 
start driving an A is to buy a drivable one. 
Look for them to be in the running for the 
mileage contest this year. 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 
Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 
prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 
to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 
future activities. 
     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 
trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 
and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 
Saturday of the month. 
MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 
January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 
Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 
 

 
  

 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

President Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

VP/ Pres.  Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

Secretary Karen Noodell 402-669-3290 

Treasurer Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 

Charlie Earnest 402-289-4406 

Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274 

Barney Deden 402-558-3314 

2014 Officers 

2014 Board Members 

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per 
year prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one 
of the national clubs is required.  You may join both national 
clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and 
MARC dues are $38.00 per year. 
 
Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, 
Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 
Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 
Newsletter email: dwjerg@gmail.com 


