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     May was a busy month for the 
Meadowlark Model A Ford Club.  
Charlie Earnest, El Gertner, and my-
self drove our Model A’s to Inland 
Truck Parts Open house.  Rodney 
Lorence showed up just in time for 
the free lunch.  We all got the free 
goody bag filled with interesting 
gadgets and we were able to get 
some truck gears to be used to 
make into Trophys.   
     For those who know Jim Barker, 
he did a fantastic job on putting the 
interior in my Pick-up.  The last time 
I drove it to the gas station, a gen-
tleman commented that my “A” 
looked a lot better than what his F-
100 would look like in 86 years. 
     There was a good turnout for the 
Big Red Keno.  There was good food 
and social interaction.  
     A special thank you to Dave and 
Esther Miller for the fantastic job 
they did preparing the Pancake 

Breakfast.  
Coffee, juice, 
fresh fruit, pan-
cakes, sausage 
and ham were all 
delicious.  Also, a 
special thanks to 
James Musel for 
cooking the pan-
cakes.   
     After the Breakfast, off we went 
to Dean and Judy’s Iris Patch, just 
north of Elmwood.  They have ap-
proximately 425 different type of 
Iris.  Several of the Ladies took this 
visit as an opportunity to expand 
their own Iris patch with some of 
the varieties at Dean and Judy’s Iris 
Patch.  The final stop was at Soaring 
Wings for a glass or two of their 
special wine.   
     Just a reminder the sign-up 
sheets are put out for members to 
use so the POC can plan the outing. 

President's Message 

June 2016                                                                Omaha, Nebraska 

Don’t forget the Skills Car Show 
on June 4th.  I have made ar-
rangements with the rain god 
to make the day a beautiful and 
sunny day.   
     Keep your Model A rolling, 
             Ken Grigsby 

Please support the  
Skills, Grilles, & Grills Show! 

 

Gretna High School 
Registration 9AM to Noon 

Awards at 3:30 PM 
 

No entry fee for Meadowlark members! 
(unless they want to have their car judged) 

 

Bring your car(s) and tell your friends. 
Call Ken with questions or offers to help  

(402-296-3690)  

Download flier at http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/2016AllCarShowflyer.pdf 

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/2016AllCarShowflyer.pdf


 

2 

Volume 48, Issue 6 Upcoming Events 

 June 4     Gretna Skills, Grilles & Grills Car Show (see p. 1) 
 June 11   General Meeting 
 June 16   Eat-out at Cracker Barrel (see below) 
 June 16   Board Meeting (see below) 
 June 19-24   MAFCA National Convention in Loveland, Colorado 
 June 25-26   Brownville Tour (cancelled) 
 July 9   Woodbine IA Sesquicentennial Parade (see p. 3) 
 July 9   General Meeting 
 July 16 or 17  Camp Creek Thrashers (see p. 3) 
 July 21   Eat-out at El Bee’s 10402 S 144th  (NOT WATERLOO) 

                                                   (more next month) 
 July 30    Gretna Parade & Pot Luck at McKinneys 
——-  The following months do not include General and Board Meeting Dates: 
 August 5-7   Tour to Grand Island (see p. 4) 
 August 14   Vintage Wheels at the Fort Car Show 
 August 27    Club Picnic at Cahalane’s 
 September 17                     AppleJack Festival in Nebraska City 
 October ??   Cass County Scavenger Hunt 
 January 14, 2017  Annual Banquet 
 June 5-9, 2017  REGIONAL MEET in OMAHA 
 

MONTHLY EAT-OUT NEWS 

Meeting 
Treats 
Thank you 

to Nancy 

Hanshaw and  

Suzanne Earnest for 

the May treats. June 

treats will be provid-

ed by Linda Crisman 

and Melody Grigsby . 

Please sign up for a 

turn to bring treats. 

There will be a sign- 

up sheet at the 

meetings.   

June eat out is at Cracker Barrel at 9409 S. 142nd St. on 

Thursday, June 16 at 6:30PM.  Don’t forget to sign up. 

You can see the menu and photos of their yummy food 

at http://www.crackerbarrel.com/menu/lunch-and-

dinner. 

 

MAY EAT-OUT at BIG RED KENO JUNE EAT-OUT at CRACKER BARREL 

June Board meeting is on June 16th the Miller residence, after the eat-out. 

May eat out was at Big Red Keno on 81st and 
Cass.  We had 15 people there.  Food was really 
good as usual. Had some big Keno winners 
while we were there but nobody from the  

Model A Club Y. 
Anne Krueger is our “Eat-Out Manager.”  PLEASE let her know if you will be attending or, if 
you sign up to attend, and then have to cancel.  See her contact info on p. 10 

http://www.crackerbarrel.com/menu/lunch-and-dinner
http://www.crackerbarrel.com/menu/lunch-and-dinner
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Woodbine Iowa Sesquicentennial Tour  
July 9, 2016 

     We will be taking a 50 mile trip out to Woodbine Iowa to be a 
part of their town's 150 year centennial.  We will participate  in a 
short parade, and the town will provide a BBQ lunch for 
the participants.   A free will donation will be given to the club.  We 
will need to be in Woodbine by 10:00am to get in the line up for the 
11:00am parade.   
     I have requested that we be toward the front  of the Parade so 
we will not have too much trouble with overheating and so we may 
get to see the remainder of  the parade.  Woodbine is a nice little 
town, and it hosts a really big car show in September.  I would al-
most bet there should be plenty to see at this event.  We will plan 
to leave Woodbine at 2:30pm in order to get back for the general 
meeting.  
 

     We will meet at the McDonald's in Blair  
on Highway 30 at 8:45am to depart from Blair at 
9:00am to head to Woodbine.    
          I hope to see you there,   
                      John Leddy.    

Get used to hearing this long word: 

Sesquicentennial 
because next year (2017) will be  
Nebraska’s 150th birthday. 
 
It is pronounced: 

[ses-kwi-sen-ten-ee-uh l] . You can hear 

it at this dictionary site.  
 
More about Woodbine’s Sesquicenten-
nial at  https://www.facebook.com/
Woodbine150th/ 

Camp Creek Threshers Show 
Saturday July 16, 2016 

Get on some cool clothes and pack plenty of cool water — we will be driving 25 miles to the Camp Creek Thresh-
ing show. Bring a sack lunch, if you want to, or you can buy fair-type food at the show. Camp Creek was once a 
neighborhood threshing bee that has become one of the county’s largest events and one of the biggest thresh-
ing shows in Nebraska, packed with history and fun-filled activities for all ages. 
 

The Camp Creek Antique Machinery and Threshing Association’s 75-acre show is located east of Waverly. Build-
ings include a one-room schoolhouse, country church, general store, drug store, summer kitchen, craft barn, de-
pot, horse barn, saddle shop, gas station, post office, blacksmith shop, and print shop, food pavilion, and ice 
cream and pie shop.  
 

Show attractions include a steam crane, gas engines, steam engines, antique tractors, draft horses, corn shelling, 
baker fan, saw mill, blacksmiths, power house, butter making, petting farm, scale model steam locomotives, chil-
dren’s playground, antique vehicles, outdoor flea market, plow-
ing and field demonstrations, vintage crafts, and plenty of 
threshing and baling demonstrations. You can see more at  
http://www.ccthreshers.org/ and their Facebook page. 
  
 We will meet at McKinney’s grocery store at 370 Hwy and 31 
Hwy at 8:45am and will Depart at 9:00am.  If you drive your car 
or have a display you will get two free entries to the show. Oth-
erwise, the entry fee is $7 per person for the day. Kids under 12 
are free if they are with an adult. 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/sesquicentennial
https://www.facebook.com/Woodbine150th/
https://www.facebook.com/Woodbine150th/
http://www.ccthreshers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CampCreekThresher/
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    We did such a good job meeting our around the 
earth at the equator goal of 29,000 
miles with a total miles of 31,749 that 
we decided to raise the bar to 35,000 
miles. This averages to about 141 more 
miles this year that last year per partici-
pant. That is just a good half a day's 
worth of driving. 
    What do you have to do? If you par-
ticipated by giving me your miles last 
year I have the beginning miles for this 
year, so I need no further information.  
If you have a 'new' A and would like to 

participate, you can give me your mileage now and 
then at the end of the year. Then, of 
course, one has to drive the car to get 
some mileage. Our program is that sim-
ple.  
    At the end of the year I will total the 
miles and have a most miles driven award 
at the Annual Banquet.          
    We will also have a pizza party probably 
after the first of next year. 
    If anyone has any questions, please feel 
free to contact me.     
                               Dale Jergensen 

Grand Island Tour 
August 5, 6, 7, 2016 

I have been planning a busy tour to Grand Island full of interesting activities. The highlights 
include the Hornady ammunition plant, the Stuhr Museum, a visit to a local Winery and an 
exclusive tour of a private  collection.  Please sign up at the general meeting.  More details 
to come as the date gets closer.             John Leddy 

Hens’ Nest We had a fun time chatting at the May 

meeting. Mary McKinney shared a dress that her 16 
year old granddaughter, Miranda, made for Omaha 
Fashion Week. Miranda was one of 27 (out of 55 en-
trants) selected to show her work at the fall Fashion 
show. It’s a pretty big honor and opportunity for 

young fashion designers. Miranda has to design and make 8    
dresses to show at this event. She will be attending a fashion 
camp in June. Mary is showing off Miranda’s sketches. 

  In June, we are going to chat again. This   
  time we will have a focus to get started.  
  Ladies are invited to share stories about   
  their graduation memories or their kids’ or grandkids’ graduation or whomever.   
  If you have photos to share, bring them.   
 This is totally voluntary—it’s fine if you don’t have anything to share. 

Let’s Drive our ‘A’s Around the World AND MORE This Year 

Want to see more club photos? Go to our 2016 Photobucket site at:  
 http://s1263.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2016/library  
If you have photos to contribute, let me know and I will send you the instruc-
tions.                Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

http://omahafashionweek.com/meet-the-designers/
http://omahafashionweek.com/meet-the-designers/
http://s1263.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2016/library
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Pancake Breakfast and President’s Tour  

We had a great Pancake Breakfast at Chalco Hills on May 22. Lots of members got their “A” out for this sum-
mer kick-off.  It was a bit windy, but we all enjoyed the pancakes, sausage, and fruit. 

 

After breakfast, the Grigsbys led us on a grand President’s Tour that covered a good share of Sarpy and Cass 
counties.  We admired and purchased irises and would up at the Soaring Wings Winery. 
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Nebraska’s rules about historical and vintage plates  
from the official site at: http://www.dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/pdf/historical.pdf 
 
Historical plates are provided by the State of Nebraska to vehicles thirty (30) years old or old-
er. Two plates are required and must be displayed on the front and back of the vehicle.  
 
Vintage plates are Historical plates that were issued by the State of Nebraska in the year correspond-
ing to the model year of the vehicle. If using a Vintage year plate, only one plate is required and must be 
displayed on the rear of the vehicle. Vintage year plates that have been restored to their original condi-
tion may be used provided the original colors of the plate when it was first issued.    
(Editor’s note and VOE—Voice of Experience:  Be sure you use the right colors. The DMV folks have 
samples of all the license plates since 1903 (see http://www.dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/plates/
plthistory.html) and they compare restored plates to these originals. There are non-official sites and 
listings including one published by MAFCA that are incorrect. The colors are shown below, but if you 
print them out, they might not appear correctly. ) 

1928 White on Dark Blue 1929 White on Black 

1930 Yellow on Dark Blue 1931  Maroon on Light Gray 

Applicants applying for Historical/Vintage plates must own one or more additional vehicles that are currently 
registered. A vehicle licensed with Historical/Vintage license plates may be used for test drives, parades and 
hobby-related activities. Vehicles registered with Historical/Vintage license plates may not be used for normal 
transportation to and from work, driven on a daily basis, used for hire or used for a commercial business.  

What if you get stopped in your Model A for not having seat belts 
or not meeting current emission standards? 
According to Nebraska Revised Statute 60-3,133, “Unless the presence of 
equipment specifically named by Nebraska law was a prior condition for legal 
sale within Nebraska at the time a specific model of historical vehicle was 
manufactured for first use, the presence of such equipment shall not be re-
quired as a condition for use of any such model of historical vehicle.” VOE: Print out the statute and carry 

it with you in your Model A, just in 
case you get stopped. 

Even though, you don’t have to have seatbelts in your ’A’ to be “legal” in  
Nebraska, it is best to add them for your safety and that of your passengers.  

http://www.dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/pdf/historical.pdf
http://www.dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/plates/plthistory.html
http://www.dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/plates/plthistory.html
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-3,133
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             Tech Talk 
    At the May meeting, we talked about 
the problems with vacuum in the Model 
A and fixes for some of the problems 
that can occur.      
     In June we will tackle the subject of 
which is the best spark plug you should 
use in your ‘A.’ There are several choices 
that may result in a better running Mod-
el A. We’ll talk it over, show you the 
choices, and why. Then, you can decide 

what’s the best option.        Don            
 

Do you lubricate your Model A with “Vasoline?” Check out the graphic below to see where you 

should do that.  You may be surprised that your Model A needs so much lubrication. Note that there are 
26 places that should be greased (not with Vaseline) every 500 miles. Hopefully, most of you will drive this 

far or further this year A .  So, keep track of your miles and keep your grease gun handy.  The graphic 

below is from this book, which is available in our club library. See our librarian, Mary McKinney, if you 
would like to borrow this book or many other helpful resources.  
The Ford Model A as Henry Built It, By George DeAngelis, Edward P. Francis, & Leslie R. Henry. 
You might also want to check out the YouTube video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4H6372piGLs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4H6372piGLs


 

Volume 48, Issue 6 

8 

Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

June 
Day Name Event 

2 Kiley Musel Birthday 

3 Delmar Bunch Birthday 

4 Ed Dellinger Birthday 

4 Barb Partridge Birthday 

6 Jodie Gernandt Birthday 

7 Howard Denker Birthday 

8 Barney & Patty Deden Anniversary 

10 Tom & Linda Beiriger Anniversary 

10 Ed & Millie Jankowski Anniversary 

14 Bob & Janet Benton Anniversary 

14 Doug & Vicki Heeren Anniversary 

15 Rodney Lorence Birthday 

15 Bob Rand Birthday 

16 Ed Jankowski Birthday 

22 Dave & Esther Miller Anniversary 

24 John & Nadine Schmid Anniversary 

25 Paul Briese Birthday 

25 Don & Janet Graves Anniversary 

26 Vicki Heeren Birthday 

28 Suzanne Earnest Birthday 

July 
Day Name Event 

7 Gayle & Nancy Hanshaw Anniversary 

7 Karen Noodell Birthday 

8 Karen Wickey Birthday 

13 Rodney & Lucy Lorence Anniversary 

13 Frank Wanek Birthday 

17 Jerry McManis Birthday 

19 El Gertner Birthday 

20 Lee Hendrix Birthday 

20 Bill Patterson Birthday 

21 Kristy Leddy Birthday 

23 Mary Denker Birthday 

24 Steve Anderson Birthday 

24 Irv & Ingrid Holm Anniversary 

25 Janet Graves Birthday 

25 Don & Karen Noodell Anniversary 

26 Audrey Freyer Birthday 

26 Janice Leddy Birthday 

We were sorry to hear that the Beckmans have been ill. 
Dave has been in the hospital with breathing problems 
and Judy has had shingles.  It was good to see them at 
the May meeting. 

As rumored, Bob McKinney was inducted into the Sarpy 
County Business Hall of Fame on May 18. He even had a 
nice photo with his huckster on the front page of the 
Money section of the Omaha World-Herald. Congrats to 
Bob and, of course, to Mary, too, because we know she 

has had a big part in Bob’s success. y 

Dick and Mary Knapp, long time Meadowarks now living 
in Arkansas, are proud of their two California grandsons. 
Dick wrote: “Today my Grandson Preston Knapp won the 
San Diego Soap Box Derby race.  Sounds like he really 
smoked 17 other competitors.  His next race is Akron 
Soap Box Derby in July.  Andrew Knapp won the LaMasa, 
CA local Soap Box Derby so he is going to Akron again this 
year as a champion also.”  

Please check out our Model A web gallery at  
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/photos/lightbox/ .  
We need to update this page. If your car is not there, or 
you would like to include a better photo, please let me 
know or send me a photo.       Janet Graves 

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/photos/lightbox/
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers. 

Volume 48, Issue 6 

1931 2 door Model "A" Ford  
Blue with black fenders  
White wall tires (new)  

 
Contact: John Schmid   john.schmid@cox.net 

8734 Dupont St.   Omaha, NE 68124  
402-391-2707  

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net
mailto:john.schmid@cox.net


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
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n
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2016 Officers 

President Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 jayhawksne@aol.com 

VP/ Pres. Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Secretary Marilyn Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

Treasurer Mike Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

2016 Board Members 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

John Leddy 402-706-8140 dobyleddy@hotmail.com  

David Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Mike Tritsch 402-217-5341 easyrider_47@yahoo.com 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:jayhawksne@aol.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:dobyleddy@hotmail.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:easyrider_47@yahoo.com

