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Special Points of Interest: 

 

Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

Birthdays and Anniversa-

ries 
 

Have you no-
ticed? Are you 
paying atten-
tion? Did you 
see what you 
did when you 

flipped that last page on your calen-
dar? It‘s March! Tour season is just 
around the corner and I hope you 
are ready.  This year‘s officers and 
board are coming up with some real 
fun events that I‘m sure you will en-
joy. 
 
Speaking of events, in case you 
hadn‘t heard, this is the 50th anniver-
sary of the Meadowlark chapter be-
ing a part of the Model A Ford Club 
of America, better known as 
MAFCA.  We have planned a ban-
quet to celebrate this event on May 
12, 2012 at the old Ford Assembly 
Plant.  Each member of our Club 
should plan to attend this event be-
cause, you know, we only have a 
50th anniversary once. 

 
I issued the following challenge at 
the last meeting to every member on 
this year‘s roster. ―If every member 
comes to this 50th anniversary party 
and drives their Model A,  I‘ll person-
ally throw a thank you pizza party 
later this summer.‖  I‘ll buy pizza and 
soda until you can‘t eat or drink any 
more.  So, how about it? Are you 
going to meet my challenge?  I real-
ize some of our members have their 
As in hundreds of pieces and a cou-
ple are not able to drive at this time, 
but we can work these problems out. 
As far as the rest of the membership 
goes, it‘s all up to you as a group to 
meet my challenge.  
 
In closing, I hope to see each of you 
real soon.  And, remember: Driving 
a Model ‗A‘ Ford is real fun –Try it – 
I know you will like it. 
 

          Don Graves 

President's Message 

March Tech Talk 
 

The March Tech Talk will be on clutches. This will be 
mostly about the different clutches during the Model A 
era as well as the different hog‘s heads used on the A. 
As these parts are heavy and bulky we will have some 
parts and will rely on pictures for a good part of the talk.  
 
John Mabry 
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In Memory of Beverly Peterson 
 

The Meadowlarks lost another member recently—Bev Peterson.  Ron and Beverly have been 

members since 2000.  Although we haven‘t had the pleasure of their company during our events, 

they have been loyal supporters.  The club will be sending a memorial to the American Diabetes 

Association. Our condolences to Ron and the rest of the family. 

Distributor Clinic March 
 
For a second time in four years we are going to hold a hands on tech talk rebuild-

ing distributors at Don Graves Shop on Saturday March 31st. The start time will 

be 9:30am. This is a great way to get to know more about your Model A and how 

the electrical system works. We will rebuild all of the distributors brought to the 

clinic and then have a test car for members to install their distributors in, time it 

and see that it starts and runs. There is no better way to do this because there 

will be several knowledgeable members there to assist with the work. 

 
Howard Denker 

Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh 
 

We are in the planning stages for a July 29-31 Sunday to Tuesday trip to Neligh, NE. The date 

was changed due to hotel accommodations with 11 signed up. Current attractions which are being 

planned are the historic mill, the ash fossil beds, a drive-in theater and a winery tour. Lunch on the 

way back will be at Dusters in Columbus. More details will be forthcoming as they are finalized.  

 

The Ashfall Fossil Beds are especially famous for fossils of mam-

mals from the middle Miocene geologic epoch. The Neligh Mill is a 

surviving reminder of the grist mills that once dotted Nebraska‘s 

landscape. It may be some time before we know the movies, but 

just think about your trips to the drive-in when you were younger! 

Just remember the ‗A‘ doesn‘t have a defogger like your newer cars 

have. 

 
Greg Bowden 

Guest coming to the March Meeting 
 

Barney Deden, a fellow Model A‘er that some of us know, will be coming to the next meeting to tell 

us about a car show that the Douglas County Historical Society is having on the Conagra campus 

on May 20th. This will be a show for older cars, no street rods, muscle cars, and the like. Sounds 

like something we should be part of.  Be sure to come to the meeting and welcome Barney.  You 

never know, we might just talk him into becoming a new member.   
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MAFFI Museum Update 
 
Since the beginning of January MAFFI president, Stan Johnson, has made two 
trips to the Gilmore to work with their board and the construction company on 
the final design of the museum.  It looks like construction could actually start as 
early as April 1, 2012. Even if the weather is that cooperative, we will still have 
the ground breaking ceremony on the morning of April 17.  It seems an unbe-
lievable accomplishment considering the fundraising push began in September 

of 2010.  Of course, construction is just phase one of fundraising.  Funds for the museum interior 
and the endowment fund for museum management will still be needed.   
 
A Tokheim 620 visi pump has been generously donated to the museum and we would be very 
happy to receive another one to match it as well as other gas station items from the era.  Thanks 
again to all of you who have contributed in any way to making this museum a reality.  
 
MAFFI Trustees 

Celebrating our club’s first 50 years 
 

The photo below is one that Jan Hartenhoff found in her albums. It brings back some real good 
times – good memories. Can you identify any of those folks? This picture is just one of many you 
will see as part of our historical walk through the first 50 years of our club. It‘s a show you‘re sure to 
enjoy. 
 
If you are planning to attend our celebration (and who isn‘t??), please keep in mind that it is free to 
all members. It will include a wine and cheese party before the banquet up on the roof under the 

old water tower. There will 
be a cash bar set up in the 
banquet room which will be 
your only expense for the 
evening.  
 
Because we need an exact 
count of attendees, we are 
requiring a $25 deposit from 
each couple or individual 
attending. This deposit will 
be refunded to you at the 
banquet. Please pay your 
deposit to the treasurer no 
later than May 1st. 
 
If you have any questions 

about this event, please call 

Don Graves (402-453-7166) 

or Ed Jankowski 402-558-

7679. 
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Upcoming Activities for 2012 
Mark your calendar 

 
March 11th - The Kitchen Witches 2pm with dinner at Parkers- Mary Denker, see details 
March 31st - Distributor Workshop/Clinic 9:30am at Don Graves garage 
April 14th - Trash Pick-Up 
April 29th - Tour of Wildlife Safari Park more details later 
May 12th - Anniversary Party 5:30-6:30pm Hospitality, 6:30pm Meal 
May 20th -  Annual Pancake Breakfast, Chalco Hills more details later  
May 20th - Douglas County Historical Society Car Show, details at meeting with guest  
July 3rd - Picnic and Fireworks, 160 Ginger Cove Rd, Valley, NE, Doug and Vicki Heeren contact 
July 21st - Gretna Parade, in the morning, details to come 
July 28th - Ford Show 
July 29th-31st - Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh, see details 

“A” Events 

The Kitchen Witches 
By Caroline Smith 

Our Sunday, March 11th outing will be at 2:00 p.m. to see a PG-13 rated production at the Kountze 
theater in Mahoney State Park.  Following the play we are planning on having dinner at Parkers in 
Ashland.  
 
 The play is about two ―mature‖ cable-access cooking show hostesses who have hated each 

other for 30 years, ever since Larry Biddle dated one and married the other!!   When circum-
stances put them together on a TV show called The Kitchen Witches, the insults are flung 
harder than the food.  A TV producer son tries to keep them on track, but it‘s a losing battle.  

 
The tickets are $10.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 12 and under. To reserve your tickets, call 
(402) 944-2523 ext.#7122    
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN TICKETS. We will have a sign-up sheet at the Febru-
ary 11th meeting so we know how many we will have for the restaurant. If you can‘t make the meeting 
please call Mary Denker with any questions.  Hope you can join in the fun! 

We Need Treat Volunteers 
 
We really need two or three members to sign up to bring some goodies 
for each meeting. We are going to start with these treats during our gath-
ering time (from 6 to 6:30 PM) to get our meetings off to a good start.  
 
If we had two or three volunteers, it would spread out the task a bit. We 
really don‘t want to ask the board members to furnish treats in addition 
to everything else they do. Coffee and cold drinks will be furnished so 
bringing them is not necessary. 
 

Bringing treats is a fairly little job that members can do to support the club. We can buy them, if necessary, but 

homemade treats add a much friendlier touch. So, please sign up on the sign-up sheet that will be on the table 

with the event sign-ups.  



 

BUNKO 
 
A great night of food and fun was experienced by a good crowd at the Soup and BUNKO night held 
on February 18th. There were plenty of hot, scrumptious soups, mounds of marvelous munchies and 
two tables of delicious desserts to fill the 24 guests that came out for the evening. Those who were 
BUNKO experts quickly taught the beginners the easy skill of rolling the dice. Whether it was with a 
soft touch, a hard shake, or dice flung across the table, there was no thinking skill involved as the 
luck of the dice proved no matter what your age. But all were winners as the round-robin play kept 
the participants moving from table to table to visit with a variety of players throughout the evening.   
 
Veteran BUNKO players Sherri Kunz and Bob McKinney show 
Sara, (a friend of Tony and Jan Hartenhoff‘s granddaughter), and 
Keith, grandson of Paul and Shari Briese how easy BUNKO is to 
play. (right) 

 
 
 
 
Howard Denker and Roland Kunz hold 
up their score card to receive a win-
ning punch. (left) 

Tiramisu Bowl 
 
1 pkg (8 oz.)  Philadelphia Cream Cheese, softened 
2.5 cups cold milk 
1 pkg (5.9 oz) Jell-O Vanilla Instant Pudding 
1 tub (8oz.) whipped topic, thawed 
48 vanilla wafers 
½ cup strong coffee 
2 squares semi-sweet chocolate, coarsely grated 
1 cup fresh raspberries (or not) 
 
Beat cream cheese in large bowl with mixer until creamy. Beat in milk and pudding mix. Stir in 2 
cups of whipped topping. 
 
Line a 2 ½ quart bowl with 24 vanilla wafers; drizzle with ¼ cup coffee.  Top with half each of the 
pudding mixture and chocolate. Repeat all layers. 
 
Top with remaining whipped topping and raspberries. Refrigerate 2 hours. 
 
Refrigerate leftovers. 
 
Kraft recipe from http://www.kraftrecipes.com/recipes/tiramisu-bowl-106862.aspx  
 

Activities 
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Car Show for the Muscular Dystrophy Association 
 

The Lowes in Papillion is having a car show to raise money for the MDA on March 31st. This is the 
same day as the distributor clinic, although some of you may wish to participate in this event. A $10 
donation will be charged per vehicle. The MDA kids will vote for the cars that get prizes. The car that 
gets the top prize will be awarded $100. The time is 10am - 4pm. If you have any further questions 
feel free to contact Rich at 402-734-0868. You may also call the store and ask for Rich or George at 
402-516-0968. 

How to Check a Bad Condenser 
 

While driving on a tour one day, your Model A produces a loud backfire and soon after, your normally 
smooth running engine starts acting up. After checking ―things‖ out, you‘re still not sure what the prob-
lem could be. Someone says, ―Could it be the condenser?‖ Usually the reply is ―How can one tell?‖ 
The course of action usually is to remove the condenser from the very hot engine compartment and 
just try to replace it with another one while not getting burned. Or, if your distributor has modern points 
with the condenser located inside the distributor body, the only way to change it is to replace the 
whole distributor. Not a simple job on a hot engine while on the side of the road. 
 
A simpler way of checking if it‘s a bad condenser is to remove the distributor cap, body and rotor. 
Make sure the points are closed. Turn the ignition switch on and place the high tension wire (from 
center of coil) about one-half inch from any convenient ground on the engine. Push points open with a 
screwdriver then close. The spark should jump the gap with a sharp crack and a straight line. The 
spark should have a blue tinge. 
 
If the condenser is bad, the spark will still jump the gap, but will be thin and stringy and white in color. 
Whenever in doubt, throw the condenser away, especially if it is a new 
reproduction condenser. These cannot always be depended upon. If 
you happen to have used condensers and want to have their condition 
checked, maybe your local TV or radio store will still have the neces-
sary equipment to check them for you. 
 
Why not try this while your Model ―A‖ is running great. Then you will be 
able to reference what a good condenser‘s spark should look like.  
 
From: Model A Ford Club of Colorado website - http://mafcc.org/  

Tech Tip 
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March 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Regular mtg 

6:30pm 

11 The 

Kitchen 

Witches, play 

See article 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 Board mtg 

Sherri Kunz 
19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Distributor Tech 

session, 6:30am 

Don‘s Garage 

April 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Trash 

Pickup 

Regular mtg 

6:30pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 

Board mtg 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 

Tour of Wild-

life Safari 

30      



 

From the Editor: 
 
Well, I missed my opportunity to drive my A 
in February. I did get some parts bought in 
preparation for the distributor clinic. As the 
weather warms up, I am getting more anx-
ious to get out in my car. I look forward to all 
of the events that we have already sched-
uled. I am looking forward to some laughs 
and fun with good friends. 
 
Dale 
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Treats at the Meeting 
 

We have decided to ―eat dessert first‖ so we 

are having our treats along with coffee and a 

cold drink first at our regular meeting.  Please 

come at 6PM to enjoy treats and conversa-

tion before the meeting begins. 

  
 
FOR SALE: 1929 Special Coupe. Older, nice restoration – still looks 
real nice.  Has rumble seat and trunk on rear. 
For more information, contact Don Graves, 402-659-1815. 

For Sale: 

March 

Day Name Event 

1 Larry & Elaine Blecha Anniversary 

1 Shizuko Chase Birthday 

8 Esther Miller Birthday 

15 Dot Gertner Birthday 

17 Charles Earnest Birthday 

18 Ron Peterson Birthday 

18 Lee & Carol Hendrix Anniversary 

18 Bob & Trish Rand Anniversary 

22 Paul & Shari Briese Anniversary 

25 Priscilla Bowden Birthday 

26 Evelyn Lueders Birthday 

27 Dale Freyer Birthday 

29 El & Dot Gertner Anniversary 

30 Delmar & Barb Bunch Anniversary 

30 Dave Miller Birthday 

April 
Day Name Event 

9 Steve & Nikki Anderson Anniversary 

13 Tony Hartenhoff Birthday 

17 Charlie Earnest Birthday 

24 Roland Kunz Birthday 

26 Millie Jankowski Birthday 

26 Roger Olsen Birthday 

29 Bob & Mary McKinney Anniversary 

29 Dick Knapp Birthday 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 
Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroi-

dery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 

   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 
to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 
     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 
and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2012 Officers 

 

2012 Board Members 

 

 

  
Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year.  
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 
Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Don Graves 402-453-7166 

VP/ Pres.  Dale Jergensen 402-949-0521 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

El Gertner 402-339-5904 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 


