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Although we're not yet seeing many signs 
of spring around here, before we know it 
we'll be waking our Model As from their 
winter hibernation and getting them ready 
to hit the road! 
 
As we move toward the 2015 driving sea-
son, I offer you three thoughts from my 
perspective:  First, the obvious - this is a 
hobby car club.  I try to remind myself of 
this as often as I can.  Each of us has a 
limited amount of time and energy to de-
vote to this hobby and club.  As our indi-
vidual schedules permit, let's spend our 
time and effort enjoying our cars and each 
other.  Second, our cars like to be driv-
en.  I believe that if our Model A Fords 
could actually speak, they would tell us 
just that.  As curators of these fine auto-
mobiles, we need to get them out in the 
sunlight, exercise them, and most im-
portantly, let the public see them.  Third, 
our club’s future, and the future of the 
entire old car hobby, rests on getting 
younger generations involved.  We need 

to do everything we can to get more youth 
interested in our hobby.  Don't hesitate to 
let a well-behaved kid sit in your car and 
honk the horn.  The look on his or her 
face upon hearing that distinctive Model A 
"Ahooga" sound is priceless!  Take your 
kids, your grand kids, or even your neigh-
bor’s kids out for a ride in your Model 
A.  Who knows, you just might ignite a 
spark that will grow into a flame that 
will eventually turn today’s kid into tomor-
row’s old car buff.  Those younger than us 

President's Message 

March 2015 

Hen’s Nest 
We had very interesting meeting in February.  We talked about some different ideas for upcoming 
meetings.  Also discussed some projects we could do and sell at the upcoming car shows.  If you 
were unable to come to the meeting and have some ideas or know someone we could have do a 
demo, let us know.  Also, Mary read an article that Vicki Heeren wrote about their family trip to Ita-
ly to see their daughter. Had some great pictures also.  In March Melody 

Grigsby is going to give us a demo on weaving and how to take an old sweater apart to 
reuse the yarn. Hope to see you at the meeting,       Nancy and Anne                                                              

TECH TALK for March—Double the Fun 

From Howard Denker: In a recent Model A News, the Technical Article gave some really bad advice in an article on res-
toration of the Electrolock Pop Out, and I want to make sure that our members don't wreck a perfectly good switch fol-

lowing his recommendations. From Don Graves: We are going to discuss and, hopefully, show you how to restore one 
of the most important items you should carry in your Model A. It doesn’t take up much room; it can keep you from being 
“drippy.” The manual says you only need to use it every 500 miles. There are two basic styles we see today. It was first 
used on Model “T”s and was used through 1934. So what is this item? Come to the March meeting to find out.  
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Treats for the March Meeting:  Esther Miller and Nancy Hanshaw 

Please sign up for the upcoming  meetings. The sign-up sheet will be at the meetings. 

are the future of our club and 
our hobby, so let’s ensure that 
the future remains bright.   

See you down the road,  
        Greg Bowden 
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Upcoming Activities — Mark your calendar 

 March 8  ENWI Car Council Swap Meet in Lincoln (see http://www.enwicc.com/ ) 
 March 14  General Meeting 
 March 15        Bowling at Wildcat Lanes, Papillion, followed by Board Meeting  (see below) 
 March 19               Eat out at Brazen Head Irish Pub (see below) 
 April 11  Highway Pickup (see p. 4) 
 April 11  General Meeting 
 April 17 (FRIDAY)   Eat out at Twisted Tail Steakhouse (see p. 4) 
 April 26  Tour to private car collections in Lincoln (see p. 4) 
 April ?   Board Meeting to be decided 
 May 9  General Meeting 
 May 15 (FRIDAY)   Eat out at Main Street Bar & Grill in Plattsmouth 
 May 15  Board meeting at Grigsby’s after the eat out 
 May 17  Tour to Alpacas of the Heartland (see p. 4) 
 May 31  Breakfast Picnic at Chalco Hills 

   
  — Regularly scheduled meetings and Eat-outs not added below  
 June 6  Skills, Grilles, and Grills Car Show at Gretna High School  

                                  (see flier on p. 3) 
 June 8-12  2015 Regional Meet in NW Missouri (see p. 4) 
 June 25-28  Tour to Boone, Iowa (see Feb. newsletter; questions to John Leddy) 
 July ??  Possible Tour to Door County, Wisconsin (8-12 days) (questions to Don /Janet Graves) 
 July 18   Gretna Parade 
 July 30-Aug. 2 Tour to Greenfield, Iowa (questions to Gayle & Nancy Hanshaw) 
 August 16  Vintage Wheels at the Fort Car Show 
 August 29  Club Picnic at Cahalane’s farm 

 

 Eat out at  
Brazen Head Irish Pub 

March 19 
Eat out for March is at the Brazen 
Head Irish Pub at 319 N. 78th St. at 6:30pm.  It is 
just north of 78th and Dodge ST. It is an authentic 
style Irish Pub with the best selection of Irish beer 
in town.  Go to www.brazenheadpub.com to see 
the great menu. 
Be sure and sign up or call Anne Krueger 402-393-
8274 to let her know you will attend.   
Hope to see a big group. 

March Board Meeting at 
Wildcat Lanes in Papillion  

3:00 PM on March 15 

Sunday 
March 15  
Bowling  

   Wildcat Lanes 
1201 Royal Dr in Papillion          

(just north of Papillion High School)   
Bowling starts at 1:00 PM and runs until 3:00 
PM.  The cost is $5.00 per person, which includes a 
nice pair of stylish bowling shoes.  If you can't sign 
up at the March general meeting, call Greg Bowd-
en at 402-332-5522 and let him know you plan to 
attend as well as any children and their ag-
es.  Bumpers will be provided for kids that need 
help avoiding gutter balls—just for kids, though, 
not bad adult bowlers. We plan to have some priz-
es for each kid and maybe even a couple for 
adults.    

http://www.enwicc.com/
http://www.brazenheadpub.com/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/events/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/events/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/events/
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Omaha Regional in 2017 
      The 2017 Omaha Regional committee held its 
first meeting on February 14th.  The regional will 
be held June 5-9, 2017.  Mark your calendar now, 
because we will need maximum participation from 
the entire club in order to host on an event of this 
magnitude.  
      After considering several venues, we chose the 
Ramada Plaza on S. 72nd Street as our host hotel 
for this event.  This facility offers a wide variety of 
features and options that give us the opportunity 
to host a truly great regional.  We will be holding 
periodic meetings going forward, as we start to 
put together and plan an interesting schedule of 
events and activities.  If you have any suggestions, 
talk to Dale Jergensen and he will invite you to the 
next meeting.  Greg Bowden 

A Chance for some Fun, Exercise,  
and Environment Help 

    On April 11th we will be doing our spring trash 
pickup along Highway 36 by the Elkhorn River 
west of Bennington. We will meet at 10 am at 
Cubby’s, 15625 C W Hagan Dr., Bennington, NE. 
(156th & Highway 36).  We will then carpool to 
our section of Hwy 36. So brings some gloves, a 
bucket, and some good walking shoes.  After pick-
ing up the litter, we usually go to Runza for a bite 
to eat. 
    I know it may seem early to be talking about 
this but if we wait until next the April newsletter it 
will be right before the Pick-up date, since this 
falls on day of the meeting night, providing little 
time for planning.  A signup sheet will be available 
at the March meeting.      Howard Denker 

 

April 26, 2015.    Day trip to Lincoln 

    No final plans yet but we'll go to Lincoln and 
see a private Mopar car collection including an 
original Hemi Charger and a Viper aside from 
the others in the collection. He also has a few 
Model T's and an old Maxwell roadster with a 
Mother-In-Law seat. Not sure what all is in the 
museum but I will check it out in the coming 
week or so.  Mike Tritsch 

April 17 Eat-Out—Twisted Tail Steakhouse 
In Beebeetown, Iowa  

    Get your mouth set for BABY BACK RIBS, the Fri-
day night special. Vouched for by Bob Rand, so 
you know they gotta be good.  

Speaking of Regionals—be sure to register for 

the 2015 Regional http://www.2015regional.com/ 
Important Dates from the web site:  
 Register by April 1st to get 2 free Gas Pump 

Raffle tickets  
 April 15th Merchandise orders need to be in.  
 May 1st Hotel Special Rate Ends  
Be sure to let Greg Bowden know if you plan to 
attend and which day you plan to drive down. 

June 6    Skills, Grilles, and Grills  
        Car Show in Gretna 

    Plans are progressing for our June 6th car show 
at Gretna High School.  We plan to have several 
interesting displays and demonstration by both 
our club and the SkillsUSA students.  More infor-
mation will be available as we get closer, but mark 
the date now.  We will be having a signup sheet to 
help in various jobs the day of the show, and we 
will need full club participation (including bringing 
your antique cars) to make this a successful and 
memorable event.  See the flier on p. 3  POC is 
Dale Jergensen 

Sunday, May 17th Visit to Alpaca Ranch 

Have you ever wondered what 
an alpaca looks like up close and 
personal?  Come join up on Sun-
day, May 17th for a guided tour 
of "Alpacas of the Heartland,” 
located in the beautiful hills 
west of Fort Calhoun.  If we're 
lucky, we might even get to see 

a proud macho and hembra, with its new-born 
cria. Details next month.                 Greg Bowden                                       

http://www.2015regional.com/
http://www.nwmomodela.com/2015regional/#small-box4
http://www.nwmomodela.com/2015regional/Merchandise.pdf
http://www.nwmomodela.com/2015regional/#small-box3
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February Eat out at Buccaneer Bay 
 
Sixteen Meadowlarks turned out for Prime Rib and other 
good food at Buccaneer Bay. It was a relaxed setting and 
we all enjoyed it. We especially enjoyed Marilyn  
Cahalane’s stories about life on the farm and showing ani-
mals at fairs. It’s amazing what you can learn about peo-
ple at eat-outs.   
 

 

SOUP and BUNCO PARTY—February 21 
 
We had lots of good food and fun at the Bunco Party.  
After lots of good soup and other goodies, we had six 
bunco tables shaking those dice.  
 
Winners were 
 Men’s high:  El Gernter 
 Women’s high: Janet Graves 
 Kid’s high: Ava (Mike Tritsch’s granddaughter) 
 Men’s low: Doug Heeren 
 Women’s low: Mary Denker 
 Kid’s low: Ella (Mike Tritsch’s granddaughter 
 
 

“If I had asked people what they 
wanted, they would have said 
faster horses.”    Henry Ford 



 

More Past Events 
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Tractor and Quilt Museum Tour Although it was a little cold and 

snowy, nineteen Meadowlark members ventured out and met with the 

Cornhuskers Model A club to see The Larson Tractor Test and Power 

Museum. We saw some tractors that tested great in their day and some 

that did not make the cut.  Afterwards we went and enjoyed lunch and 

dessert at the UNO Dairy store.  A handful of us even went over to the 

International Quilt Study Center and saw the many beautiful quilts. El 

Gertner said “Quilts are kind of like cars in that you can go to a car 

show and appreciate all the hard work and time it takes to make 

them.”  We all had to agree it is really something to put together all the 

different parts of the pattern and have it come out so neat.  Some 

even deciphered maritime flags to find out what the title of the quilt 

said.  I hope everyone enjoyed the day.     

        People who attended were Charlie Earnest Sr, Darren Earnest, 

Charlie Earnest Jr, El Gertner, Don and Janet Graves, Irv and Ingrid 

Holm, Charles and Janice Leddy, Dale Jergensen, Greg Bowen, Gayle 

and Nancy Hanshaw, John, Kristy, Daniel and Emily Leddy, and 

guest, Elijah Paulson.      Thank you for coming out,  John Leddy 

This FORD tractor, which was NOT made by the Ford Motor 
Company, was the reason tractor testing started in Nebras-
ka. It wouldn’t do the job it was advertised for so a law was 
passed that all tractors sold in Nebraska have to be tested 
in Nebraska. That is still the law today.  
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This interesting photo from 
The Waterways Journal shows 
about 300 Model T Fords be-
ing transported on a barge. 
According to the article, this 
was a common way of deliv-
ering new vehicles in the days 
before paved roads were 
plentiful. This practice seems 
to have ceased in the 20s but 
started up again after the De-
pression, so it was probably 
not used much to transport 
Model A Fords. 

Historical Tidbits 

Transportation of new vehicles— back in the day 

THE NEW FORD 

When the Model A was first introduced 
in 1927, its Model was not emphasized.  
It was just THE NEW FORD, as shown in 
the letter at the left. Ford had had sever-
al years of dominating the market with 
the Model T, but that had begun to slip. 
So, Ford tried to emphasize how different 
the Model A was by calling it THE NEW 
FORD.  Another way to show that it was 
special was to take the model numbers 
back to the beginning of the alphabet 
and call it the Model A. 
 
Wouldn’t it be fun to have a time ma-
chine to take us back to 1927 and take up 
the Dober Ford Dealer on this invita-
tion?! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Member News 

March 
Day Name Event 

1 Larry & Elaine Blecha Anniversary 

1 Shizuko Chase Birthday 

8 Esther Miller Birthday 

15 Dot Gertner Birthday 

15 Melody Grigsby Birthday 

18 Ron Peterson Birthday 

18 Lee & Carol Hendrix Anniversary 

18 Bob & Trish Rand Anniversary 

22 Paul & Shari Briese Anniversary 

27 Dale Freyer Birthday 

29 El & Dot Gertner Anniversary 

30 Delmar & Barb Bunch Anniversary 

30 Dave Miller Birthday 

No News is Good News 
again—at least we hope so.  
The purpose of a Sunshine 
Report is to let the member-
ship know if any of the mem-

bers have a serious illness, or hospitalization, etc.   So, 
if you can, please let us know so we can bring a little 
sunshine to that member. On the other hand, we all 
need a little sunshine, too. So, if you have good news 
to tell us, send that, too. 
 Mary McKinney is our Sunshine Reporter. Give 

her a call at  402-332-3993.    

April 
Day Name Event 

9 Steve & Nikki Anderson Anniversary 

13 Tony Hartenhoff Birthday 

17 Charlie Earnest Birthday 

26 Millie Jankowski Birthday 

26 Roger Olsen Birthday 

29 Bob & Mary McKinney Anniversary 

29 Dick Knapp Birthday 

“Getting to know you” 
I’m still hoping for some articles from members 
about their Model As and/or their lives. In the 
mean time, here are a few links to stories that 
were published in recent newsletters. 
 February 2011, p. 5-6  Don & Karen Noodell 
 June 2011, p. 6   John Mabry 
 December 2011, p. 2 & 5 El Gertner 

 
A new club benefit:  Subscription to Model A Times 
Last month’s club mail included an issue of Model A Times, a fairly new magazine 
about Model As. Our Board has decided to subscribe to this magazine for a year.  
 
This quarterly publication contains a good review of new Model A products and ser-
vices. Each issue covers all types of Model A-related features such as repairing a 21” 
wheel, resilvering headlite reflectors, reports on poorly made reproduction items, 
how to install a PCV in your A, and advantages of optima batteries, just to name a 
few.  
I’ve enjoyed past issues and feel it’s a good addition to our library. The only draw-
back I see is that once the issues make it to the library, they will be less accessible to check out to see what 
good information is available. So, this is the plan: When a new issue arrives, we will have it at a couple of 
meetings for your review. If you wish, you can check it out until the next meeting. I will also bring a listing of 
articles in previous issues that can be checked out.  Don Graves 
 
You can read about this publication at http://modelatimes.net and order back issues if you want. 

 Are you doing Spring house cleaning? 
If so, be sure to start a box to collect items for the 
White Elephant sale this fall. It works lots better to 
plan ahead than to wait until the day of the meeting. 

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/February_2011_newsletter.pdf
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/June_2011_newsletter.pdf
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/December_2011_newsletter.pdf
http://modelatimes.net
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers. 

2015 Officers 

President Greg Bowden 402-210-9146  GBchevy55@aol.com 

VP/ Pres. Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 jayhawksne@aol.com 

Secretary Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Treasurer Mike Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

2015 Board Members 

Barney Deden 402-558-3314 barney@deden.net 

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274 akru@cox.net 

John Leddy 402-706-8140 dobyleddy@hotmail.com  

David Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Mike Tritsch 402-217-5341 easyrider_47@yahoo.com 
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 This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chap-

ter. Members may publish at no cost, ads for items 

wanted, for sale, or trade. They are also invited to sub-

mit technical Model A information and other interesting 

tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last Sat-

urday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month 

(except January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County 

Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth 

Ave. in Omaha. 

 

 
 
 

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorat-
ed monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs 

is required.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues 
are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are $40.00 per year. 

 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  

Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 
Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 

Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

March 2015 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks north 
of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground level, 
go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 1st 
floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 
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