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Meadowlark Model A Ford 

Club, Omaha, NE 

 

May 2012 

 

Special Points of Interest: 

 

 Calendar 

 Upcoming Events 

 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 
 

Welcome to the 
month of May.  

The weather 

towards the end 
of April was 

quite damp, and 
so far this 

dampness is continuing into May. Let’s 
hope it turns nice in time for our anni-

versary celebration.   

 
Remember, there will not be a reg-

ular meeting in May at our usual 
meeting place! It’s our anniversary 

party night and I’m real pleased to see 

the majority of the membership plan-
ning to attend. Be sure to drive your 

favorite ‘A’ so we can get a great picture 

in front of the Ford building. 
 

Our wine and cheese party starts at 

5:30PM up on the roof under the water 
tower.  Please try to arrive around five 

so we can get the cars in place before 
our happy hour.  We will have members 

there to help you get parked. Modern 
iron will be parked out back, but our A’s 

will take “center stage” up front. 

 
Wear your era clothes, if you’d like, or 

whatever you would usually wear to a 
party.  

 

Get ready for a fun evening, 

          Don Graves 

President's Message 

June and July Tech Talk 
 

John Mabry 
 
In June, we will have a demonstration on using garbage bags to put a tire on a 
wheel. 
 
In July we will have a talk about sparkplugs. Be sure and attend if you just haven’t 
the spark you used to. 

NO MEETING AT DOUGLAS COUNTY 

HEALTH CENTER in MAY! 
 

Our regular meeting has been replaced by our 50
th
 Anniversary Party, so don’t go to 

the usual meeting place on the second Saturday.  If you are one of the few who did 

not sign up for the party, we will see you at the June meeting.  

 
Congratulations to John and Judy Mabry on their 
50th Wedding Anniversary.  Many happy returns!  
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Inland Truck Parts and Service 
 
The club was invited to participate in the open house for the Inland Truck Parts and Service. It was held at their loca-
tion from 9:30 to 2:30 on the 19th of April. The club had six members show up to represent our club. Ed Jankowski, 

John Mabry, John Leddy, El Gertner, Barney Deden, and Howard Denker. We had no idea how many cars were invited, 
and  were really surprised by the great turnout of vehicles of all types. It was very interesting to see the Inland facility,  

and all the cars that came out to help them celebrate.  Early showers were the only thing that was able to dampen the 

spirits of the guys participating in the open house. Inland provided great food by Uncle Ernie’s Barbeque, plus a very 
nice goodie bag which made most of us hope we’re invited again next year. 

 

Howard Denker 

April 14th – Highway Pickup 
 
We completed our first highway pickup of the year without a rain drop. However, about an hour after we finished, it was 
a different story. What a downpour! Thanks to the 8 brave souls who made quick work of our morning task. No reports 

of any great finds this time around, but you never know what you might find.  Our prospectors that morning were: Dale 
Jergensen, Delmar Bunch, Don Noodell, John Mabry, Howard Denker, El Gertner, Ken Grigsby, and Don Graves. 

 

Favorite Model A Picture Contest 
 
 Following our last general meeting, we held a picture contest. We asked members to bring favorite Model A pic-

tures – not necessarily their car – just a favorite picture. We had 19 entries, which represented some interesting pics.  

Winners were: 
1st place: Greg Bowden 

2nd place: John Leddy 
3rd place: Larry Blecha 

4th place: Ed Jankowski 

Congrats, guys, and thanks to everyone who participated. 
 

April 15th was April Fool’s Day 
 
 Our tour to Cooper’s garage on April 15th got rained out—or maybe we should call it mudded out. The rain had 
stopped, but the mud made Frank’s garage kind of inaccessible. This tour will be rescheduled later in the summer. We 

will keep you posted for a new (dryer) day. 
 By the way, we had 17 sign-up sheets at the last meeting.  It seems a bit excessive, but we do need a way to 

know who is planning to attend what. That way, if it gets cancelled, we know who to contact.  It has happened a few 

times that someone didn’t sign up and showed up for an event that was cancelled. 
 Uh-oh.  The moral of the story is that you need to sign up. We are trying to designate a contact person for each 

event described in the newsletter. So, if you want to sign up but don’t get to the meeting, just call that person.  On the 
other hand, if you sign up and can’t attend, please call the contact person so we aren’t looking for you.   

 

Eat-out at the Pizza Ranch 
 
Our monthly eat-out at the Pizza Ranch, hit a home run this time around. Twenty members thought the Pizza Ranch 

was a good choice and managed to cure their appetites. 

 

April Activities 
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Poker Run 
June 3 at 1PM 

 Let’s play Poker!  This will be a relatively short tour around a smaller area, espe-
cially for members who are not quite ready to go out of town yet. It is open to everyone, however. The poker will be 5 
card draw, so we will have 5 stops. At each stop, every person in each car will draw from a deck and the card drawn will 
be recorded (no trading in the car between stops!). At the end, we will stop at a nice ice cream spot, see who has the 
best hand in the men’s, women’s, and kid’s (12 & under) categories, and distribute the fabulous prizes.  
 Meet at Memorial Park (enter at about 56

th
 & Underwood) and go to the drive around the Memorial. We plan to 

start the run from that location at 1PM sharp. More details will be given out at the starting point along with a route to 

follow. The tour will take about 2 hours. See you there. Please be sure to sign up.  Questions? Call Don Graves (402-

659-1815). 

Omaha Cheesecake Bakery – a Small Show on April 21 
 

Our invite to the grand opening of the Omaha Cheesecake Bakery proved to be tasty to say the least. First we were 

treated to hot dogs, chips, and a drink, courtesy of the hair salon next door. Then, for dessert, we had our choice of sev-

eral cheesecake flavors – a nice big slice.  You missed a good opportunity, if you didn’t make it. Dave and Judy Beck-

man, Don and Karen Noodell, John Mabry, Bill Heller, and Don and Janet Graves can tell you about it. Janet Graves will 

tell you about her attempt to buy a full cheesecake to take home to serve for dessert that night. She thought the baker 

said it would cost $16 (where has she been?), but instead it was $60.  Her family didn’t get cheesecake that night. 

Upcoming Activities 

May 20th is going to be a busy day! 
 
First, we will have delicious pancakes made by Doug Heeren and Howard Denker. They will be serving 
between 9:30 and 10:30 AM. 

 

If you have not been to our breakfast before, it is at Chalco 
Hills Recreation Area at 8901 S. 154th Street. Enter from 
Giles Road and curve around the park as shown at left 
 
We will be at a beautiful spot overlooking Wehrspann Lake.  
 
Those of us who have been to several breakfasts there know that it can be 
very cold in that particular spot, even in late May. So, come prepared. 
 
Come hungry! But, don’t be late.  

April Activities cont. 

May 20th in the Afternoon 
 
Then, the Vintage Wheels in the Park Car Show, sponsored by the Douglas County Historical Society, will be at Heart-
land of America Park from 2 to 4PM, with registration starting at noon.  It will be a good show with only older vehicles 
for a change – so plan to attend.  

Continued on next page 
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Upcoming Activities for 2012 
Mark your calendar 

 
May 12   50

th
 Anniversary Party –no regular meeting at Douglas County Health Center   

May 17  Eat-out at Salgado’s, 90
th
 & Fort  (contact person: Ed Jankowski) 

May 20  Club Breakfast at Chalco Hills Lake (contact person: Howard Denker) 
May 20  Douglas County Historical Society Car Show (for more info, contact Barney  
  Deden) (contact person –if you need to change your sign up status: Don Graves) 
May 20  Monthly Board Meeting, 2:00pm Michael’s Cantina 11th & Harney 
May 26  Tour to Elkhorn, Iowa (contact person: Dale Jergensen) 
June 2  Car Display at UP museum in Council Bluffs, (Contact person: Dave Beckman) 
June 3  Poker Run (a tour around town – with prizes for the best hand – more to come) 
June 9  Regular Meeting 
June 11-15 Des Moines Regional Meet 
June 16 ZOOM at Henry Doorly Zoo – free zoo entry for two in your Model A  

(be sure to sign up at the meeting) 
June 21 Eat out at Joe’s Crab Shack, Westroads, 701 North 102nd St., Omaha, NE(Contact person: Ed Jan-

kowski) 

June 23-30 Tour across Iowa+ (contact person: Don Graves) 

July 3  Picnic and Fireworks - 160 Ginger Cove Rd., Valley, NE, (contact people: Doug and Vicki Heeren) 

July 21  Gretna Parade - Bob McKinney contact person 

July 28  Ford Show - Details to come 

July 29-31 Drive In Your Model A to Neligh, see details in newsletter, (contact person:Greg Bowden) 

September 9 Grandparents Day and DCH car show 

June 30, 2013 Lincoln Highway Anniversary, Kearny and Minden, NE 

A couple of important points from the flier Barney Deden gave out at the meeting:  
1. You need a diaper or something to keep the sidewalks clean.  We will have butcher paper and tape for members.     
2. Entry to the registration point is on the north side of Heartland Park.  Take Riverside Drive from 8

th
 ST and then turn 

right on the frontage road that goes between the park and the river.  Barney’s flier has a nice map on the back. If you 
need a copy, there will be some at the anniversary party. 
 

Sign-up sheets for upcoming events will be at the Anniversary Party. 

Continued from previous page 

Week-long Tour –the last week in June – yet to be named 
 

Details are coming together for the tour we are planning across Southern Iowa, down to Hannibal, Missouri, and then 
back across Northern Missouri. It looks like there are lots of fun things to see and do. If you are thinking about going 
and haven’t signed up, please do so or call Don or Janet Graves (402-453-7166).  We will be setting up a planning 
meeting sometime later in May and we would like to have you join us. If you would like to see the tentative route, give 
us a call. 
 
We are trying to think of a catchy name for this tour, so put your thinking caps on. Since we will be visiting the land of 

Mark Twain, we were thinking something like the Twain Twip, but someone can probably do better. We could call it the 

Great Annual Model A Ride Around Iowa (GAMARAI), but that is already taken, as well as not quite accurate. Or, we 

could call it the MAD Tour for Model A Driving Tour, but that might put us all in a bad mood.  We are looking for some-

thing short and catchy. 



 

Upcoming Activities cont. 
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Drive-In Your Model A to Neligh 
 

We are in the planning stages for a July 29-31 Sunday to Tuesday trip to Neligh, NE. The date was changed due to 

hotel accommodations with 11 signed up. Current attractions which are being planned are the historic mill, the ash fossil 

beds, a drive-in theater, and a winery tour. Lunch on the way back will be at Dusters in Columbus. More details will be 

forthcoming as they are finalized.  

 

Hotel/Motel Information: 
 
Deluxe Motel 
101 J Street 
Neligh NE 68756 
402-887-4628 (Shelly) 
 
 
West Hill View Motel 
1107 O Street 
Neligh NE  68756 
402-887-4186  
 
 
Plantation House Bed & Breakfast 
401 Plantation Street 
Elgin NE  68636 
402-843-2287 
 
There are also about a dozen motels in Norfolk, which is about 36 miles from Neligh. 
 
Greg Bowden 

This motel has nine rooms.  All nine rooms are being held July 29
th
 and 30

th
  for the 

Meadowlarks, but everyone needs to call and make their own reservation.  When you 
call, tell Shelly you are with Meadowlarks.  They have a 24 hour cancellation policy, 
so if you should have to cancel before July 28

th
, you won’t be charged. 

This motel may also have rooms, but no promises and nothing has been held for us.  
If you want to stay here, or if the nine rooms in the other motel are already taken, 
this is the only other place in town. 

If you want to stay in a Bed & Breakfast, Elgin is about 10 miles from 
Neligh.  This is the only other accommodations close to Neligh. 

The Ford Show July 28th 
 

It seems like a long time off yet before the Ford Show in Benson. However, the time is swiftly approaching. 
 

I would like to invite club members to volunteer for the various positions that we need to fill before the show arrives. 
Think about what you could help with: set up the morning of the show, park cars, work at the registration table when 

the cars arrive. and be there when it's all over to help clean up and pick up our stuff. 
 

There will be a sign up sheet at the May 12 Banquet, as well as the following month’s regular meeting. If everyone does 

their part, then no one person has to do the  work of 3 or 4 people. 
 

We are going to have a food booth this year, selling pop, ice cream bars and possibly popcorn balls. We also need help 
in manning this endeavor. 

 

Thanks in advance for your support. 
 

Lee Hendrix 

Danish Windmill Elkhorn, IA Tour 
 
On May 26th we will leave from the gas station in Creston, IA. We will drive to Elkhorn for lunch at the Danish Inn and 
visit the Windmill. The town is having a Tivoli Festival with arts & crafts, a flea market and other things to do. On the way 
back we will visit the Farmall-Land USA Museum in Avoca. Contact Dale J. on 402-949-0521 with any questions. 
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Tony & Jan's 1929 Model A Ford One Ton Truck 
 
 We were on a camping trip in Lakeview IA on Blackhawk 
Lake. We had a lot of week-end camp outs to different lakes & swap 
meets with the Model A Club in the early days of the club. The guys 
always had to take a ride around the town to look for cars and parts. 
 Tony spotted the One Ton parked in the front of this welding 
shop. It had signs on it advertising the business. Someone had sto-
len the horn & one head light off of it. The owners were upset about 
that and decided to sell it. So we added another A to our fleet. 
 He came back to the camp and told everyone about it. A 
bunch of us went to see it. I remember Nina Lane saying, “I can't 
believe you'd want that big ugly thing.” 
 It wound up being the A we would have more fun with than 
any of the others we have. 
 We decided to drive it to a regional meet in Colorado. Tony told me to pack some good bras because it would 
be a rough 1000 plus mile ride to Colorado and back. 
 Our son, Michael and Orlin Johnson's son, Craig, rode in the back all the way to Denver. Tony made a make 
shift roof of bamboo poles to keep the sun from baking them on the trip. 
 We always spent the night in Denver before getting an early start up into the mountains the next morning. For 
dinner everyone decided to go to Casa Bonita, a great Mexican resturant . Instead of everyone driving their A's there, 
they decided to pile in the back of the one ton. If that wasn't a sight to see. We looked like the Beverly Hillbillies, com-
ing to town. All we needed was Granny sitting in a rocking chair in the back. 
 We had some problems with the motor. The rings didn't seat and we used 32 quarts of oil on the trip. “Check 
the gas and fill her up with oil.” But the old girl went right up the steep mountains, was slow but we passed a lot of 
cars which were over heating. 

 We used the truck to advertise for the Nebras-
ka Furniture Mart & Barwick Carpet Mills for a meet we 
had in Omaha. Tony contracted carpet installation 
work with the Mart. They gave the club $1,500 to help 
with expenses for our Regional Meet, which was a lot 
of money at that time. 
 As we accumulated more A's storage became 
a problem so we sold it. A young man from Maine 
bought it. He had some abandoned narrow gauge rail-
road line in Maine. He was going to put rail wheels 
under the truck and use it to help restore the rail lines. 
 We had a lot of fun with the big truck. It was 
an A the whole club enjoyed with Tony and me. We 
kind of wished we still had it. We were sad to see it go. 

The Safari Tour That Wasn’t 
 

On April 29th we headed to Parker’s for lunch and 
the start of a tour of the Wildlife Safari. As we 
gathered at the restaurant, it began raining more 
as each car drove in. We are nothing if not flexible. 
We decided to go to Baker’s Candies then on to 
Platte Valley Antiques with a stop in our favorite 
ice cream shop in Ashland on the way back. It 
turned out to be a great day in the rain driving the 
A’s. Ah ...chocolate 
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May 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12  50th Ann 

Party 

13 14 15 16 17 Eat out 

Salgado’s 

18 19 

20  Club Break-

fast, Car show, 

Bd mtg 

21 22 23 24 25 26  Tour to 

Elkhorn, IA 

27 28 29 30 31   

June 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  Display at 

UP museum 

CB 

3 Poker Run 4 5 6 7 8 9 Regular 

meeting,  

10 11 

Des 

12 

Moines 

13 

Reg- 

14 

Ional 

15 

Meet 

16 

Zoom at Zoo 

17 18 19 20 21 Joe’s Crab 

Shack—

Westroads 

22 23 

Begin IA/MO 

tour 

24 

————————— 

25 

————————— 

26 

————————— 

27 

————————— 

28 

—————————

29 

————————- 

30 

End IA/MO 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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FOR SALE: 1929 Special Coupe. Older, nice resto-
ration – still looks real nice.  Has rumble seat and 
trunk on rear. 
For more information, contact Don Graves, 402-
659-1815. 
 
FOR SALE: Two 1930/31 radiators, one a newer 
reproduction in good condition, the second one an 
original that needs work, plus on 30/31 original radi-
ator top tank.  Make offer on one or all !!  Dick White 
402-393-7017 

For Sale: 

May 
Day Name Event 

8 Marilyn Cahalane Birthday 

9 Ken Grigsby Birthday 

12 John & Judy Mabry Anniversary 

17 Roger Sebeneicher Birthday 

21 Barney Deden Birthday 

21 Dan & Cecilia Schultz Anniversary 

22 Rose Wanek Birthday 

27 Dick & Mary Knapp Anniversary 

28 Greg Bowden Birthday 

28 Howard & Mary Denker Anniversary 

30 Nadine Schmid Birthday 

31 Lee Cramer Birthday 

Sunshine Report 

Wishes for speedy recovery after knee surgery 

to Roland Kunz and Lee Hendrix. Also to 

Mike Tritsch after foot surgery.   

 

If you have Sunshine news about any of our mem-

bers and would like to share it, please call Mary 

McKinney at  402-332-3993.  

June 
Day Name Event 

1  Frank Cooper Birthday 

3 Delmar Bunch Birthday 

4 Barb Partridge Birthday 

7 Howard Denker Birthday 

7 Frank & Madeline Cooper Anniversary 

8 Barney & Patty Deden Anniversary 

10 Ed & Millie Jankowski Anniversary 

14 Doug & Vicki Heeren Anniversary 

15 Rodney Lorence Birthday 

15 Arden Peterson Birthday 

15 Bob Rand Birthday 

16 David & Nancy Hume Anniversary 

16 Ed Jankowski Birthday 

22 Dave & Esther Miller Anniversary 

24 David Hume Birthday 

24 John & Nadine Schmid Anniversary 

25 Paul Briese Birthday 

25 Don & Janet Graves Anniversary 

25 Jerry & Karan McManis Anniversary 

26 Vicki Heeren Birthday 

28 Suzanne Earnest Birthday 

Meadowlarks in the News. Thanks to 
Dale Freyer for a nice write-up in The 
Restorer about our anniversary party. 
Dale has been doing a great job as Na-
tional Correspondent. 

From the Editor, 

 

My car is running again, and I enjoyed the wet Safari tour. 

Thank you to all who helped me get the old girl running. 

Now on to the next issue that will surely pop up. It is all a 

learning experience for me. 

 

I am looking forward to the anniversary party as well as the 

breakfast picnic and vintage car show downtown Omaha. 

 

Dale 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroi-

dery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 
   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2012 Officers 

 

2012 Board Members 

 

 

  

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year. 
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Don Graves 402-453-7166 

VP/ Pres.  Dale Jergensen 402-949-0521 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

El Gertner 402-339-5904 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 


