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April was a busy month.  I drove my 
Model A almost every time I went 
either to Plattsmouth or to Bellevue.  
I get a lot of waves and smiles, espe-
cially from youngsters.  At the gas 
station there is usually an older per-
son who wants to talk about their 
memories with a Model A.  We had a 
good turnout for the eat out at Az-
teca’s.  We also had a good turnout 
for the Pinewood Derby at Bellevue 
University, I even saw one of my 
neighbors who had since moved to 
D.C. and now Papillion.  We then 
went to La Mesa for a hardy lunch.  
The tour of the Morman Trail Visitors 
Center was very informative, it was 
the first time for several of the mem-
bers to visit the Center.  Lunch/
brunch at Tussey’s was very tasty and 
filling.  Tussey’s was a busy place, but 
we still had good service.  We then 
went to the Ft. Crook house for an 
open house, it was also very informa-
tive.   
I want to thank El Gertner and Char-
ley Earnest for helping to assemble 
and clean up the parts for the tro-

phies for the 
Skills, Grills and 
Grille car Show.  A 
special thank you 
to Darren Earnest 
(Charley’s son) for 
his welding of the 
spark plugs to the 
rocker arms, with-
out his help I’m 
not sure what we would have done.  I 
have been assembling some of the 
merchant trophies, it is a slow pro-
cess but they are starting to look very 
presentable.  John Leddy also helped 
by boring out the wrist pin end of the 
rods.  I was pleasantly surprised when 
I asked several different auto repair 
places for engine parts that we could 
use for trophies, most were very 
helpful, some are even saving parts 
for us. 
Your Board has been working on the 
place and menu for the Annual Ban-
quet, more to come as the plans de-
velop.  We are also looking into help-
ing the Gretna Skills leaders attend a 
week long school in Minneapolis.  
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STATUS OF PROPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGE: 

Last year one of the students 
went to the national competition 
and won Second Place in Motor-
cycles.  The Gretna High School 
was given a Harley Davidson Mo-
torcycle and the Student got a 
scholarship.   
May will also be a busy month, 
with many places and times for 

us to drive our “A’s”. 
Keep your Model “A” rolling. 
                          Ken 

“After careful consideration of the discussion during the April 2016 General meeting of the Meadowlark 
Model A Club concerning the topic of the proposed bylaw changes to Article VII - Finances  Section 7,  the 
board is withdrawing the proposal of the change.”  

Tech Talk 
In April, we talked about interior hardware—standard and deluxe. 
Our May Tech Talk will concern vacuum leaks, where you usually find them, and 
what you can do to correct them. Not a long tech talk, but one you may find inter-
esting and possibly explain why your “A” has a certain problem.  
We will also look inside a pεζερβουάρ αερίου. What is a pεζερβουάρ αερίου? you 
say. Well, I guess you will have to come and find out. 

                                See you there, Don 
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 May 11   Inland Truck Parts Open House (see p. 3) 
 May 14   General Meeting 
 May 20— Friday  Eat-out at Big Red Keno (see below) 
 May 20   Board Meeting after the Eat-out (see below) 
 May 22   Pancake Breakfast and President’s Tour (see p. 3) 
 June 4     Gretna Skills, Grilles & Grills Car Show (see p. 4) 
 June 11   General Meeting 
 June 16   Eat-out at El Bee’s 144th ST/Hwy 50 (more next month) 
 June 19-24   MAFCA National Convention in Loveland, Colorado 
 June 25-26   Brownville Tour (see p. 4) 
——-  The following months do not include General and Board Meeting Dates: 
 July 9   Woodbine IA Sesquicentennial Parade (more later) 
 July 16 or 17  Camp Creek Thrashers  
 July 30    Gretna Parade & Pot Luck at McKinneys 
 August 5-7   Tour to Stuhr Museum—tentative 
 August 14   Vintage Wheels at the Fort Car Show 
 August 27    Club Picnic     (note date change)  
 September 17                     AppleJack Festival in Nebraska City 
 October ??   Cass County Scavenger Hunt 
 January 14, 2017  Annual Banquet 
 June 5-9, 2017  REGIONAL MEET in OMAHA 

MONTHLY EAT-OUT NEWS 

Meeting 
Treats 
Thank you 

to Lucy 

Lorence 

and El 

Gertner for the April 

treats. May treats will 

be provided by Nancy 

Hanshaw and  

Suzanne Earnest. 

Please sign up for a 

turn to bring treats. 

On April 21 we went to Azteca for our eat out.  We 
had about 20 people.  Great fun and good food was 
had by all. 

Next eat out is  
FRIDAY May 20th at 
6:30pm at Big Red Ke-
no at 8100 Cass St.  
Ken and I have eaten 
there a lot and have 
always had great 
food.  Their menu is at  
http://
bigredrestau-
rantandsportsbar.com 
 
If you are REALLY hun-
gry, you might want 
to order the Big Red 
Challenge. 

Again just a reminder: PLEASE sign up or call me if you weren’t able to sign the 
sheet.  When we have more then I have reserved for it makes it hard on the res-
taurant and we want enough seats for everyone. Sign up sheet will be at the next 
meeting. Also, let me know if you have to cancel. Anne Krueger (402-393-8274). 

APRIL EAT-OUT at Azteca MAY EAT-OUT at BIG RED KENO 

May Board meeting is at Krueger’s after the Eat-out on May 20.  

http://bigredrestaurantandsportsbar.com
http://bigredrestaurantandsportsbar.com
http://bigredrestaurantandsportsbar.com
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May 11th, Inland Truck Parts Open House 
A chance for some real  fun.  The Meadowlark Model “A” Club has again been invited to participate in the 

Inland Truck Parts customer appreciation day.  They invite several antique, hot 

rod, truck and tractor clubs to their event.  It will be held on Wednesday, May 11 

from 11:00 AM until 1:30 PM.  Participants are asked to arrive at 9:30AM and 

lunch will be served about noon.  Several of us attended during the past years 

and found it to be a lot of fun with good lunch that starts at noon.  A signup 

sheet will be at the next meeting, so please sign up so that we know how many cars will be attending.            

Howard Denker 

Inland Truck Part is at 9944 South 136th Street. There is a nice map on their website at  

http://www.inlandtruck.com/locations/nebraska/omaha/ 

 
IMPORTANT:  Howard really needs know if you will be attending so he can let Inland Trucks know.  

—>Even if you signed up at the meeting, please call Howard (402-333-1393)<— 

 

We will be holding the Spring Pancake Breakfast at the Chalco Hills Recreation 
Area. The first pancakes will be started at 9:30AM.  This is always a fun time 
even though it can be cool. The 
food will be provided by the club. 
The club will be accepting free 
will donations to cover the cost 

of the food. We are planning a President's Tour after the 
breakfast at 11:00AM, so get your A's tuned up and ready 
to go.  Be sure to sign up or call Dave and Esther Miller 
(402-593-2009) if you plan on attending or there might 
not be enough food to go around.   
 
Please take note that Giles Road closed Monday April 4th 
and is undergoing reconstruction, there is no access to 
the park from 144th & Giles west bound.  All access to the 
park will be from 156th & Giles Road either coming from 
the north on 156th or from the west on Giles Road.   
 
We got this one little hint about the President’s Tour: 

 

Pancake Breakfast and President’s Tour  
Sunday May 22nd 

Chalco Hills Recreation Area 9:30am 

“The President’s tour will be of interest for 
 people interested in flags.” 

http://www.inlandtruck.com/locations/nebraska/omaha/
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Brownville Tour in June   
Save the week-end of June 25 & 26 for a fun tour. More next month. Mike Tritsch is 
working on this tour. There will be a signup sheet at the May meeting.  Sign up to let 
Mike know you are interested. To learn more about what Brownville has to offer go 
to: brownvillehistoricalsociety.org or to Brownville-ne.com.           

Hens’ Nest   

We had a good time last month making button flowers 
thanks to Nancy Hanshaw.  This month the ladies will 
have an informal meeting.   Really more of a chat session and 
catching up with one another.  Since we have worked on crafts for 
the last few sessions, we deserve some time just to visit!!   See 
you in May!!    Marilyn 

http://brownvillehistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.brownville-ne.com/


 

We had a good attendance for the Pin-
ewood derby event with 7 cars and 14 
members.  We got to pick a car for a club 
choice award.  It was a really hard choice 
considering the cars were really innova-
tive and skillfully executed. We selected a 
group of cool cars to receive the trophy, 
and asked the scout master to make sure 
the award went to someone who didn't 
already win.   I was really impressed with 
the track which was four extruded alumi-

num lanes and a heavy slope which sent the cars fly-
ing down the track (as fast as 234 mph).  There were 
cameras at the start and finish for spectators to see 
the action, and each car was given a chance to win 
with four timed runs each.  As for the cars, we had a 
range all the way from Tiger Scouts at the youngest to 
Webelo Scouts as the oldest.  Some of the favorite 
cars were a Titanic car, dog car, Batmobile, and some 
wicked cool 3 wheeled cars, and I can't forget the 
tank.  It was quite impressive. Afterwards we enjoyed 
La Mesa for an excellent Mexican lunch, and then 
went our separate ways to enjoy other activities.  It 

was a sunny day, a little windy, but a 
good driving day all the same.  Thank 
you to everyone for coming out and 
knocking the dust off your car, and I look 
forward to more days like this. 
Those who attended were: Don and Karen 
Noodell, Don and Janet Graves, Dale Jergensen, 
Ray and Linda Crisman, El Gertner, Ken Grigsby, 
Dan Naber (81 Camaro), John, Kristy, Daniel and 
Emily Leddy.               By John Leddy 
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Spring Highway Pickup 
The Spring Highway pickup is now history thanks to 9 dedicated members 

of the club.  The weather looked threatening all morning but no showers 

ever materialized.   There was an unusually large amount of trash compared 

to previous years.  Especially on the west end of the roadway where they 

found everything from snow plow blades to recliners.  Makes you wonder 

how someone throws that out the window!!  Several of us thought Jim and 

Brian had gone fishing, but they had just run into the mother load of trash!!  

But thanks to a small group of dedicated Model “A”ers  the task got 

wrapped up in time for lunch.    Matt Damon may not have gotten a Runza 

while in town, but we sure did.  The members that gave up their Saturday morning to support the club were James Musel,  

Brian Gernandt,  Don Noodell, Dave Miller, El Gertner, Bruce Rima, Lee Hendrix,  Delmar Bunch and Howard Denker.  This is 

a picture of our great crew just before taking on the task.  By Howard Denker 

Wagon Wheel Pinewood Derby 
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For 10 Meadowlark families April 24th dawned 

with a light rain falling and more forecast for lat-

er in the day.  Five brave members drove their 

Model A's and the remainder came out in mod-

ern iron as we visited two Omaha historical sites 

and had a wonderful Sunday buffet lunch.  The 

first stop was at the Mormon Trail Museum and 

Interpretative Center.  A very informative guided 

tour included a film followed by a walk-through 

of several exhibits describing the story of the 

1846 migration of Mormons from Illinois to the 

Salt Lake Valley.   The museum contained many 

personal artifacts from migrants who traveled 

through Florence and spent a very severe winter 

here resting and refitting for their continuation of 

the journey.  From the museum we continued on 

to Tussey's for a buffet lunch which included eve-

rything any good breakfast/lunch would include 

and no one left hungry.  We ate so much that we 

needed a short walk at the beautiful grounds of 

the Mormon Cemetery before driving on to the 

General Crook House at historic Fort Omaha. We 

looked through about a dozen displays of unusual 

personal collections.  Antique greeting cards, Nativity 

sets from around the world, unusual jewelry, Shirley 

Temple dolls, glassware, bead work, and rare neck-

laces were just some of the 12 or 15 different dis-

plays.  We also had a chance to purchase items from 

the Historical Society Guild sale, wander around the 

1879 restored house and munch on cookies and 

brownies.  Motoring Meadowlarks included Lee Hen-

drix, Janet and Don Graves, Mary and Bob McKinney, 

Patty and Barney Deden, Karen and Don Noodell, 

Melody and Ken Grigsby, Esther and Dave Miller,  

El Gertner, Jeff Graves, Suzanne and Charles Earnest, 

and John Leddy and daughter.  The day turned out so 

beautiful that those who decided to leave their Mod-

el A's at home regretted the decision.  It was a very 

nice outing with a great group of friends.  

                   Barney Deden 

Tour to Mormon Trail Center  
& General Crook House                                 
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Tour to Texley´s Earth Home 

It was quite a rainy day, but we had a pretty good turn-out for the tour to the Earth Home that Lloyd 
Texley built. The current owners have lived there for 10 years so they know the house pretty well and 
gave us a tour and lots of information about how the home was built. We also saw a slide show of the 
construction. It is truly amazing all the thought that Lloyd put into this project. No wonder it took 10 
years. In addition to their hospitality, the owners provided a nice layout of snacks. If you need any 
technology or security help, be sure to see their web site at http://ontheedgetech.com/ 
  
The tour stimulated those of us who knew the Texleys to reminisce a bit. One of the things that Mary 
McKinney remembered was that Bev Texley made our White Elephant—the cardboard carton that 
the person with the highest bid one year is responsible for filling with surprise goodies for the next 
year. Bev even signed it: “Remember Me, Bev Texley.” 

Do you ever feel like choking your Model A? 
Maybe you should! 

When the engine is cold, fuel 
vaporizes less readily and tends 
to condense on the walls of the 
intake manifold, starving the 
cylinders of fuel and making the 
engine difficult to start; thus, a 
richer mixture (more fuel to air) 
is required to start and run the 
engine until it warms up. A rich-
er mixture is also easier to ig-
nite. If not enough air is provid-
ed, the engine will run rich, 
often resulting in poor fuel econ-
omy and black smoke exiting the 
tail-pipe. If there is too much air 
mixed with the fuel, the engine 
runs lean, producing less power 
and more heat. From the April 2016 issue of the San Diego Quail. 

http://ontheedgetech.com/
http://www.sandiegomodelaclub.com/quail-call
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Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

May 
Day Name Event 

8 Marilyn Cahalane Birthday 

9 Ken Grigsby Birthday 

11 Ed & Susan Dellinger Anniversary 

17 Roger Sebeneicher Birthday 

21 Barney Deden Birthday 

22 Rose Wanek Birthday 

24 Jill Musel Birthday 

27 Dick & Mary Knapp Anniversary 

28 Greg Bowden Birthday 

28 Howard & Mary Denker Anniversary 

30 Nadine Schmid Birthday 

On the Good News side, Patty Deden is out of the hospi-
tal and recovering nicely. She even joined us for lunch on 
the day of the Mormon Trail Museum and Crook House 
Tour. We were very glad to see her! 
 
Susie McGuire, one of Ed and Millie Jankowski’s daugh-
ters, was featured in the World-Herald last month for her 
work with a school in Madagascar. Susie started an or-
ganization called Conservation Fusion whose mission is 
to help people in poor countries without imposing our 
values on them.  You can read more at http://
www.conservationfusion.org/ and we will bring the 
World-Herald  clipping to the meeting. 
 
Meghan Muffley, Tony and Jan Hartenhoff’s grand-
daughter, will be graduating from Abraham Lincoln High 
School next year. She already has been offered a “full-
ride” scholarship to Iowa Western. 
Congrats to Meghan! 
 
Mike Tritsch is back on his feet! 
After a long winter in a wheel chair, he 
is ready to give that new knee a work-
out.  Karen says she is ready to burn 
the wheel chairs. 
 
 
  
 

June 
Day Name Event 

2 Kiley Musel Birthday 

3 Delmar Bunch Birthday 

4 Ed Dellinger Birthday 

4 Barb Partridge Birthday 

6 Jodie Gernant Birthday 

7 Howard Denker Birthday 

8 Barney & Patty Deden Anniversary 

10 Tom & Linda Beiriger Anniversary 

10 Ed & Millie Jankowski Anniversary 

14 Bob & Janet Benton Anniversary 

14 Doug & Vicki Heeren Anniversary 

15 Rodney Lorence Birthday 

15 Bob Rand Birthday 

16 Ed Jankowski Birthday 

22 Dave & Esther Miller Anniversary 

24 John & Nadine Schmid Anniversary 

25 Paul Briese Birthday 

25 Don & Janet Graves Anniversary 

26 Vicki Heeren Birthday 

28 Suzanne Earnest Birthday 

Michael Lustgarten’s mother passed away this month. 

Her husband, Steve Lustgarten, was a Meadowlark for 
several years. As an attorney, he gave our club valuable 
advice. Our condolences to Michael who has continued 
his father’s membership.  

We were also sorry to see that Roland Kunz passed 

away. Roland and Sherri were Meadowlarks up until a 
couple of years ago. Our condolences to Sherri. 

Bob McKinney is back in his Model A and 
looking forward to a full tour season. We will 
probably be seeing his name in the paper this 
month as he has been selected to be inducted 
into the Sarpy County Business Hall of Fame. 
 
Lots of good news.  We would love to hear 
more. Please let Karen know if you have good 
news about yourself or your family. 

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
http://www.conservationfusion.org/
http://www.conservationfusion.org/
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers. 
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Seen on I-80 between Omaha and Lincoln. 
The sign on the back says: 

DANGER 
The floor is covered  

with political promises. 

More to do — not club events: 
FREE admission to Lauritzen Gardens this Friday to cele-
brate National Public Gardens Day—May 6, 9AM to 5PM 
See more at https://www.lauritzengardens.org/Calendar/
detail.asp . Regular adult admission is $10. 
 
May 15—Midtown Car Show at Turner Park  
10AM to 2PM No registration or entry fee. Theme for this 
show is Salute to the Military. Take your car or just go to 
see a wide variety of cars.  For more information, contact 
Tom Johnson, 402-321-6924/carshomaha@gmail.com. 
Tom has helped us out by being our DJ at several of our car 
shows.  

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net
https://www.lauritzengardens.org/Calendar/detail.asp
https://www.lauritzengardens.org/Calendar/detail.asp


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2016 Officers 

President Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 jayhawksne@aol.com 

VP/ Pres. Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Secretary Marilyn Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

Treasurer Mike Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

2016 Board Members 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

John Leddy 402-706-8140 dobyleddy@hotmail.com  

David Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Mike Tritsch 402-217-5341 easyrider_47@yahoo.com 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:jayhawksne@aol.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:dobyleddy@hotmail.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:easyrider_47@yahoo.com

