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     Perfect.  That about summarizes our 
recent Cass County Mystery Tour on Oc-
tober 25th.  Eleven Model As, a Model T, 
and a couple modern cars arrived in time 
for lunch at the Country Bar & Grill in 
Plattsmouth.  After lunch, we traversed 
through Cass County on a beautiful fall 
afternoon as we explored cemeteries, 
solved a few mysteries, visited some 
small-town businesses, and otherwise 
enjoyed some fabulous fall scenery 
through the windshields of our Model 
As!.  Thanks to Barney Deden and John 
Leddy for working hard to put together a 
great fall tour.   
     Barney Deden also recently organized 
a group of four Model As for a display at 
Omaha Central High School, where 
some history students got a first-hand 
look at Model A Fords.  As I have said 
before, getting younger people exposed 
to our passion is very important for the 
future of our club and the entire old car 
hobby.  
     Our club once again showed its com-
mitment to community service when 
about a dozen members volunteered to 
clean a portion of Highway 36 during our 
fall highway litter pickup.  

     Our monthly eat-out at La Mesa was 
also well-attended. 
    Looking ahead, we will hold our annu-
al elections for club officers and board 
members during the general meeting on 
November 14th.  It’s not too late to step 
up and volunteer to run for one of the 
available officer or board positions.  If 
you have any questions or desire more 
information, talk to Ken Grigsby, your 
next year’s president.   
     On November 21st, we will be touring 
the Union Pacific Museum in Council 
Bluffs, followed by lunch at Quaker Steak 
& Lube.  Quaker Steak is a car-lover’s 
dream if you’re looking for a fun place to 
relax and enjoy some great food amidst 
some neat auto-related décor.   
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     Finally, as you start to think 
about winterizing your Model A 
and tucking it in bed for its win-
ter hibernation, remember to 
jot down your mileage total for 
the year and pass it to Dale 
Jergensen.   Our club's goal of 
24,901 miles is within reach, 
and our initial estimate is that 
we will be very close to our goal, 
either way.  Achieving our 
goal will depend 
on everyone reporting their 
Model A miles to Dale. 

See you down the road,  

                 Greg Bowden 

 

Meeting Treats 
 Thanks to Nancy Hanshaw and Esther Miller for the treats in October.  In November, treats will be 

provided by Linda Crisman and Jodi Gernandt 

November Tech Talk:    
Our Tech Talk this month will be on “Terminology.” 
Have you ever noticed how Model A parts are described in parts catalogs. We will take a look at this and dis-
cuss some variations. Do you know what part is referred to as a brace, a bracket, a support, or just a part?  
We will mainly focus on brackets and let’s see if you agree with the catalog’s terminology.  
                                                                                             See you at the meeting, 
                                                                Don Graves 
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 November 14 General Meeting 
 November 19  Eat-out at Petrow’s 5914 Center St (see below) 
 November 19 Board meeting at Krueger’s after the eat out 
 November 21 Tour to Union Pacific Railroad Museum (see p. 3) 
 December 6 Lunch at Bohemian Café and Christmas décor in the Durham Museum (see p. 3) 
 December 12 General Meeting 
 December 13  Board Meeting at Grigsby’s—old & new officers and board 

   Time to be announced 
 December 17 Eat-out at Ragazzi Pizza on S. 72nd (more info next month) 
 January 9, 2016 Annual Banquet (more info next month) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
November Eat-out 
November eat out is at Petrow’s at 5914 Center St. 
on November 19th at 6:30pm.  They have great 
homemade food and desserts. See the menu at  
http://www.petrows.com/  . Hope to see you there.  

Hens’ Nest  

Had a short Hen’s Nest this month because of the White Elephant sale. We talked about things 
we can do for the regional. Several ideas were making a Ford blanket, another tie blanket. Also 
making some coasters from tiles.  If you have some other ideas, please let us know.  We would 
like to start on some of these after the first of the year in Hen’s Nest. November is election of officers so not 
sure if there will be time for a Hen’s Nest.  Anne 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        The November Board Meeting will be held at 
Ken and Anne Krueger’s home after the eat-out on  
November 19.  

Eat out at La Mesa 
On October 15th, 23 Meadowlarks met at La Mesa 
Mexican Restaurant for our monthly eat-out. Yummy 
salsa, guacamole, tacos, and great fellowship. We 
found out that fried ice cream can be contagious.  

Don’t forget that dues are due! 

If you haven’t paid your dues yet, the November meeting would be a great time.  
If you can’t make it to the meeting, send your dues ($24) to the club mailbox:  

Meadowlark Model A Ford Club, PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106, attention to club treasurer.  
A postmark by December 1 will save you from paying the $6 late fee.  

http://www.petrows.com/
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Union Pacific Railroad Museum 
Saturday, November 21 

10AM 
200 Pearl ST in Council Bluffs 

The UP Museum has several interesting exhibits including 
 Passenger travel by rail from the 1930s to 1971 when passenger travel was  

transferred to Amtrack 
 Abraham Lincoln, especially his connection to the railroad. He is considered  

Union Pacific’s Founding Father since he signed the Pacific Railroad Act 
 Construction of the railroad and its effect on the development of America 

See more and directions/map to the museum at http://www.uprrmuseum.org/   
          Admission is free, but the museum loves donations! 

 
Afterward, In keeping with our tradition of eating at every event, we 

will go to lunch at Quaker Steak  & Lube, which is known for its 

fine assortment of automobile related displays.  
See http://thelube.com/locations/iowa/council-bluffs/ for a preview 
and the menu. 
 

This will probably be a modern car event due to the weather in late November. Please sign up at the 
meeting or let Greg Bowden (402-210-9146, GBchevy55@aol.com) know if you plan to attend. 

Preview of Event coming up after November 

December 6 — Sunday Afternoon Tour 

Starting at the Bohemian Café for lunch at 11:30AM 

The Bohemian Café is at 1406 S 13th ST.  

You can preview the menu at  

http://bohemiancafe.net.  

After lunch, the Durham Museum 

 The Durham will be decorated for Christmas. 

You can see previews at  

  http://www.durhammuseum.org/about/whats-new/details.aspx?ID=310 

  There is a charge for the Museum:  

         Adults $9.00, Seniors 62+ $7.00, Kids 3-12  $6.00, 2 and under free.  

   This should be a fun Sunday afternoon. Be sure to sign up at the meeting  

                                              or let Anne Krueger (402-393-8274, akru@cox.net) know that you will be   

                                              attending. 

http://www.uprrmuseum.org/
http://thelube.com/locations/iowa/council-bluffs/
http://bohemiancafe.net
http://www.durhammuseum.org/about/whats-new/details.aspx?ID=310
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2015 Mileage Update  

Based on the trips some of our members have taken this summer, and all 
the local driving many of you have done as well, I believe that our 2015 
goal of 24,901 Model A miles is actually within reach.  Remember our goal 
is to drive the equivalent distance it would take to drive a Model A Ford 
around the world at the equator.  Since your total mileage is not yet due to 
our mileage chairman, Dale Jergensen, we have no way of knowing exactly 
how we are doing right now, but please keep in mind: 
  
1) When you are done driving for the year, get your total 2015 miles to Dale Jergensen 
2) Remember if you have more than one Model A, give Dale the miles for each car 
3) Whether you have driven 2000, 1000, 100, or even less miles, every mile counts! 
4) Dale will be asking for your total miles toward the end of the year, and it's not too late to get your A out 
and drive it.  The last mile you drive might be just the one we need to achieve our goal. 
5) Remember, a Round the World Pizza Party awaits us if we are successful in driving around the world! 

See three years’ worth of photos at Photobucket 
We have been collecting club photos on the website called Photobucket for 
3 years now. Since there is a limit on how many photos we can put in one 
account, there is a different link for each year.  If you want to see the pho-
tos, go to the link for the year: 
  2013  http://s1300.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2013/library/ 
  2014  http://s1300.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2014/library/ 
  2015  http://s1300.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2015/library/ 

When you get there, look for the list of “albums” on the left side. We have tried to set up an album for 
each event. 

Please donate …. to Photobucket 
Dale is working on the recap slideshow for the banquet.  If you have 2015 photos to contribute, we would 

love to have them. You will need the login credentials to add photos.  I don’t want to include them here, 

but I will provide them to any Meadowlark member. Please e-mail me at janet@omahaneb.org.  

                                                                                                                  Janet Graves 

  

December Meeting — HUBLEY SHOW & TELL 

The December meeting is when everyone brings treats of some kind treats— appetizers and 

nibbles as well as sweets and dessert items. Kind of a party. 

This year we are also going to have fun with our Hubleys. If you have a Hubley (or more than 

one), be sure to bring it/them. It doesn’t matter what condition they are in. We will have our 

track set up. If you don’t have a Hubley, maybe this will give you an idea for your Christmas list.  

http://s1300.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2013/library/
http://s1300.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2014/library/
http://s1300.photobucket.com/user/meadowlarks2015/library/
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
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      On October 17th 11 members showed up to 
support the club and have some fun, exercise, and 
help the environment.  Our second trash pick-up 
on Highway 36 proved to be a lot easier than pre-
vious ones.  The weather was fantastic and the 
litter was lighter than previous years.   
     Originally, 14  members had signed up to help, 
but several failed to show, leaving the club short 
handed .  However, Brian Gernandt and Jim Musel 
showed up and bolstered our number to 11, plus 
three very short people related to Mike Tritsch.  
They were vertically challenged  (which seemed to 
help in bending down), but very enthusiastic, and 

 Visit to Central High History Class 

a little unorganized.  However, with Karen Wickey 
and I acting like mother hens and Mike Tritsch fol-
lowing us with his flashers on.  We completed the 
task at hand without any chicks being lost.  I know, 
first hand, that it impressed upon them why you 
should not throw trash from your car.   
     The rest of the major work was completed by 
Delmar Bunch, Dave and Esther Miller, Brian Ger-
nandt, Jim Musel, Bruce Rima, El Gertner, and 
Mike Cahalane.   Most of us retired to Runza for 
some good food, needed rest, and interesting con-
versation.           
                               Howard Denker 

Highway 36 Litter Pickup 

On October 6th four members of the 
Meadowlark Model A Club drove their 
Model A's to Omaha Central High 
School to participate in a hands-on les-
son for the students of Scott Wilson 
who teaches advanced classes in U.S. 
History.  Approximately 75 students 
from three different classes spent a pe-
riod hearing a short talk about the early 
Ford cars and the contribution Henry 
Ford made to the American Industrial 
Revolution.  The students were allowed 
to sit in the cars and ask questions con-
cerning the difference in cars of the 
early 20th century compared with 
those the students ride in every 
day.  They were fascinated by the sim-
plicity of the mechanics of the Model A 
and the difference in body styles com-
pared with today's automobiles.  Mr. 
Wilson reported that all students were 
extremely interested in the Model A's 
and for several days discussed their im-

portance and that of the auto industry in the develop-
ment of the American culture.  Each student wrote a very 
nice thank you note to the Meadowlark members who 
provided cars.  They were Mike Cahalane, Ken Grigsby, 
Charles Earnest and Barney Deden.  These men enjoyed 
the event as much as the students and look forward to 
repeating the event next year.  
                                                Barney 
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 Cass County Mystery Tour  
     A group of 29 members in eleven Model A’s, one  
Model T, and two late model cars gathered for lunch at 
the Country Bar and Grill on a beautiful fall day last  
Saturday Oct. 25. After a tasty lunch and lots of visiting, 
we started the Cass County Valley Mystery tour.     
     First, we traveled south on Highway 75 to Lake Ridge 
golf course, where we got cards and read the 
rules.  You have to get a rubber stamp at five business-
es and also have go to cemeteries and  find clues 
to answer the six questions on the card. Fill out the 
card and you’re entered in a drawing for 150 Valley 
Bucks.   El Gertner won last year. 
     We went to the first cemetery and with a 
little looking we found the head stone we were 
after.  Next, we were off to Junktion Antiques in Union, 
Nebraska. We walked though the store and I found a 
prize of my own-- a serving tray with a Model A ad 
printed on it.   
     Then, we traveled to Nehawka, collected another 
stamp, then went out north of town and found our sec-
ond head stone.  We went business to cemetery until 
our cards were full.   
     Our last stop was down to the Slattery Vintage Es-
tates Winery. There we relaxed with wine at the beau-
tiful country villa.  The game was just for fun. The drive 
was the real prize, with the leaves turning their glorious 
fall colors. We know our driving days are grinding to a 
halt for the year, until next spring.   
     I always enjoy seeing cars I don’t see real often and 
to see them all rolling down the road is a real treat. 
Thank you for coming out and enjoying a great autumn 
day with me. I look forward to next year’s fun. 
It’s a beautiful day to be in a Model A!    
                                Thanks,  
                                John Leddy 
 PS A special thanks to Barney Deden for all his leg work in 
lining up this fun day!   
           More about the Mystery Tour on page 9. 
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ARE YOUR MODEL A BOLTS TIGHT??  

Everyone knows the Model A has a tendency to vibrate which can cause bolts and nuts to lose their ten-
sion. Ford knew this was a problem so every nut and bolt on the Model A had either a cotter pin or some 
type of lock washer. Some of the cotter pins today are made of very stiff steel and nearly impossible to 
spread the legs especially if they are in a small area. Unless you are building a show car, today you have 
other options that work just as well and are easier to use. The following are examples of what is available.  

1. The most common is the old fashion lock washer. It is an incomplete circle that has a twist that is 
flattened when tightened. They are used on most of the nuts and bolts on the frame.  

2. A spring washer is made from spring steel with a slight crown or twist. When tightened the crown is 
flattened and this pressure holds the fastener tight. A spring washer is used between the brake and 
clutch pedal and also under the windshield knob used to hold the windshield open.  

3. Star washers have little fingers that dig into the surface to hold tight. They are made in internal and ex-
ternal styles. These were used under the flat head machine screws holding the door hinge to the body 
pillar on the some models. Also used under the machine screws holding the gas tank to the firewall on 
the 30-31 models.  

4. Self-locking nuts have a nylon insert to keep the nut from loosening. Remember they can only be used 
one time. Not originally used on the Model A, however they are useful holding the spring tension on the 
radiator mounting bolts and springs.  

5. A spring clip can be used in place of cotter pins and are easy to remove and can be used several times. 
They are especially useful on the brake clevis pins.  

6. A liquid thread lock can be applied to the threads. Loctite is a popular brand. Loctite makes several 

different strengths. Most can be broken free with a big enough wrench, however the high strength re-

quires heat to break the bond. This can be used on the camshaft nut and the crank pulley nut. These are 

two examples of parts that have a tendency to work loose. 

This article was 
written by former 
Meadowlark 
member, Arlyn 
Bieber, for the 
San  Diego Model 
A Club newsletter, 
Quail Call.  

You can read more of his technical 
articles and Nayola Bieber’s fashion 
articles in the Quail Call at http://
www.sandiegomodelaclub.com/
quail-call 

http://www.sandiegomodelaclub.com/quail-call
http://www.sandiegomodelaclub.com/quail-call
http://www.sandiegomodelaclub.com/quail-call


 

Volume 47, Issue 11 

8 

Member News 

Call Mary McKinney (402-332-

3993) if you have any mem-

ber news, good or bad, that 

you would like to share. 

We got an update on long-time member, Karan 

McManis, on Channel 7 news.  The good news is 

that she was getting a free manicure. The bad news 

is that she was hospitalized for treatment of her can-

cer, which she said has metastasized to her spine. 

Dave Ryan, a long-time Model A friend that many of 

us know from attending Regional Meets, called to 

say that our former member, Pam Ebert, has died. 

Pam and her husband, Doug, were members from 

1998 to 2002. They did the club newsletter for a cou-

ple of years. Our sympathy to Doug and their son. 

We were sorry to hear that Audrey Freyer is suffer-

ing from sciatica pain.  Let’s send her our thoughts 

and prayers. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

November 
Day Name Event 

1 Julia Bowden Birthday 

3 Mary McKinney Birthday 

5 Don Noodell Birthday 

12 Irv Holm Birthday 

17 Bruce & Lori Rima Anniversary 

19 Trish Rand Birthday 

22 Doug Heeren Birthday 

23 Linda Crisman Birthday 

27 Mary Knapp Birthday 

28 Mike Cahalane Birthday 

"A" Big Thank You!  
Thanks to El and Dot Gertner for driving a "just married" couple in their 1930 Tudor during 
an Omaha wedding celebration on October 17th.  This opportunity was very short notice, 
and we really appreciate El and Dot for making this young couple's wedding day even more 
special.  Because of El and Dot's generosity and their time, a generous monetary donation is 
being made to the Meadowlark Model A Club.       Greg Bowden 

December 
Day Name Event 

10 Ray Crisman Birthday 

13 Greg & Priscilla Bowden Anniversary 

16 Nancy Hanshaw Birthday 

20 Dave & Judy Beckman Anniversary 

28 Susan Dellinger Birthday 

30 Patty Deden Birthday 

El and Dot got a nice photo with their Model A while they were 
at Memorial Park with the new bride and groom. 

A GUY WHO DRIVES A CAR WIDE OPEN 
 

IS NOT THINK’N; HE’S JUST HOPE’N 
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers. 
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Those attending the Mystery Tour : 

Bob & Janet Benton; Greg, Priscilla, 

and Julia Bowden; Mike & Marilyn 

Cahalane; Ed & Sue Dellinger; Charlie 

& Suzanne Earnest; El Gertner & his 

brother-in-law, Craig;  Don & Janet 

Graves; Jeff Graves and his girlfriend 

Tami with her daughters, Sadi and 

Skye; Ken & Melody Grigsby; Dale 

Jergensen; John & Dan Leddy; Bob & 

Mary McKinney; Mike Tritsch &  

Karen Wickey.  

Slattery Vintage Estates Facebook page features a photo of 
our Model As taken when we went on the 2014 Mystery Tour. 

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $40.00 per year ($45.00 for 2016).  

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2015 Officers 

President Greg Bowden 402-210-9146  GBchevy55@aol.com 

VP/ Pres. Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 jayhawksne@aol.com 

Secretary Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Treasurer Mike Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

2015 Board Members 

Barney Deden 402-558-3314 barney@deden.net 

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274 akru@cox.net 

John Leddy 402-706-8140 dobyleddy@hotmail.com  

David Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Mike Tritsch 402-217-5341 easyrider_47@yahoo.com 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:GBchevy55@aol.com
mailto:jayhawksne@aol.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:barney@deden.net
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:dobyleddy@hotmail.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:easyrider_47@yahoo.com

