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 President's Message 
It’s Fall!  The trees are turning colors and the leafs are falling, the 
last of the garden crop is in except for the pumpkins and gourds 
and out where I live harvest season is in full swing.  Looks as 
though the corn and soybean crops are going to be strong this 
year.  It’s time to get all your fall projects lined up and completed in 
the next couple of months.  With cooler weather, there are still 
some great days ahead for Model A driving.  The A seems to 
prefer these cooler days and a nice drive in the country does 
wonders for your spirit. 
 
Election time is just around the corner.  Whatever your political 
persuasion is, I want to encourage everyone to get out and vote.  
There are lots of important issues at both the National and Local 
levels and it is important for you to let your voice be herd through the VOTE.  There is another very important 
election coming in November and that is the vote for new Officers and Board Members of the Meadowlark 
Model A Ford Club.  Your club is on the grow and it needs your support.  Think about serving yourself as an 
Officer or Board Member or nominating someone who you think is a good candidate.  Above all, the November 
general meeting is a “Must Attend” on your “To Do’s” list.  Your vote is very important to the future progress of 
your club. 
 
As our club grows, this is a good time to develop a general Meadowlark Philanthropic Policy in much the same 
fashion as our Sunshine Policy was developed.  The policy outlines a general roadmap by which Philanthropic 
giving can be determined on a yearly basis based on a budgetary process to ascertain the financial condition 
of the club.  At our October general meeting we will discuss the policy and invite comment. 
 
We have several Events Cook’in in the next couple of months. To name a few: 10/9 Fall Highway Litter Pick 
Up, 10/9 October General Meeting, 10/16 Manning Iowa Tour, 10/18 October Tech Talk, 11/7 Ethnic Foods 
Party, 11/13 Club Elections and White Elephant Sale.  Read on in this Newsletter to learn more about these 
events.   
 
Please remember, Meadowlark Membership Dues are now due.  Ruby will need to turn in MAFCA and MARC 
magazine subscriptions soon.  Try to plan and pay your dues at our October General Meeting or mail them to: 
                               Ruby Monahan, Treasurer Meadowlark Model A Ford Club 
                               3524 7th Ave. Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501-5609 
To those that have already paid their dues -  THANK YOU. 
 
Thank You for your Food Bank Donations!  Donations from our last general meeting and the club picnic totaled 
105 cans of food and $8.00.  Your help is very much appreciated. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Howard Denker and Lee Hendrix for representing the Meadowlark Club at the ENWICC 
Fall Swap Meet.  They did all the work. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at our October General Meeting! 
 

Don 
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Tech Talk at October Meeting  

Rescheduled talk on door latch restoration will cover common problems with latches, 
what’s available to restore them, and one way to do the job. 

 
Other Meadowlark Club Events: 

• November 7 Ethnic Foods Party 
• November 13- Regular Meeting,  

including Elections & White 
Elephant Sale 

• December ?? Kids’ Christmas Party 
Date not set yet 

• January 8, 2005 Annual Banquet 

 
PIKES PEAK OR BUST “RELIVE THE JOURNEY” REGIONAL MEET 
June 12-16, 2005 in Colorado Springs, Colorado 
The registration packets are out! If you didn’t get one, you can download it from 
http://www.ppmodela.com/_wsn/page2.html or call Clark Absher at 719/749-2621 or Don Nelson at 
303/663-0571. Lots of fun activities, seminars, food, & memorabilia! 
Sounds like the most urgent thing is to stake out your space at the hotel. Call the Colorado Springs 
Sheraton at 1-800-981-4012 to make reservations. 
 
2005 Calendars – we have a batch printed. If you ordered one, come to the October meeting to pick 
it up! 



It’s Litter Pickup Time 
 
Our annual Fall Highway Litter Pick Up will be on Saturday Morning October 9th.  We 
will meet at Cubby’s in Bennington at 10A.M. Here is your chance to do a good deed 
for the community and have lots of fun.  Who knows, you might find a pot of gold.  For 
those that work up an appetite, we will probably go to eat afterwards.  Come on out, 
breathe some of that fresh country air and enjoy the camaraderie with your fellow 
Meadowlarks.  

We will have orange vests and garbage bags for all. Several of us have found that it is easier to use a 5 gallon 
bucket, so you might bring one. Gloves are also nice and several members have purchased or made a pickup-
stick or device. See you at Cubby’s! 

 
Fall Tour to Manning, Iowa 

 
Join the tour to Manning, Iowa on Saturday, Oct. 16 
 
We will leave the Crescent, Iowa Stop & Shop at 9AM 
Sharp. The trip to Manning is approximately 70 miles.  
 
This is a repeat of information we printed in the May 
newsletter about the tour we had planned for June 5. 
In Manning we will visit a historic farmstead that includes 
an authentic German Hausbarn.  This barn was built in 
Germany in 1660 and moved to Manning in 1996. When it 
was dismantled, diagrams were made, timbers marked, 
boxed and shipped to Manning.  It was not until 1999 that 
a master German carpenter arrived here to lead a band of 
volunteers from Germany and the US to reconstruct the Hausbarn. Professional thatchers from Germany also 
came here to construct the roof using reeds grown only near the Baltic Sea. Completion of this structure was 
celebrated in August of 2000. You might be wondering what exactly is a Hausbarn. It dates back to the 17th and 
18th centuries and was a home that was shared by families and their livestock.   
 
This should be an interesting tour, so plan to attend. We will also dine in the Hausbarn restaurant. We will order 
off the menu which includes traditional German fare like Weiner Schnitzel, plus American-sounding food like 
Burgermeister Burger. Please sign up if you are interested in the tour or call Don or Janet Graves (453-7166) by 
Oct 13 at the latest.  
 

Soaring Wings Vineyard Tour  Saturday, October 23rd 
Meet at Southwest corner of 84th St. & HWY 370 at 1:00 PM. We will tour down to the winery, which is just 
south of Springfield, NE. Although relatively new, the winery produced 13,000 bottles of wine in 2003. We will 
be able to sample wines, if you wish or just view the surrounding area of the Platte River Valley from the deck 
outside the testing room.  
Once we are finished at the winery, we will tour down the road to Louisville. The Omaha World-Herald 
referred to this little town as a “Platte River Gem.” Why is that? Well, there is an art gallery, an old-time soda 
fountain, 2 antique stores, Mrs. T’s Dari Crème, 3 specialty shops, pizza shop, and a place called “Art Chicks.” 
This will be a fairly short Model A tour with plenty to see and do. It also may be one of the last tours of the 
season. Sign up at the October meeting or call Don and Janet Graves (453-7166) before Friday, Oct. 22. 
 
 



Club Picnic – September 19, 2004 Good food, good fun. Sitting by the river watching the boats go by. Not 
a lot of Model A’s there, but we saw some nice ones. Dave Beckman brought us a special club logo cake.   

   
 

   
Car Games Winners: 

• How’s your Spare Air?  Ed Jankowski –best guess – 
34#s 

• Best Sounding Horn (without engine running) –Roger 
Olsen 

• How Long Can You Idle? (with gas off) –Tony 
Hartenhoff 

• Coaster Wagon (front bumper closest to target) – Ed 
Jankowski 

• Where’s My Key, Honey? –Jerry & Karan McManis 
 (It was observed that keys for blue coupes can be  
        really hard to find!) 
• Right Wheel on Target – Roger Olsen -3/4” off 

Croquet Winner: Charlie Ernst  
 
Scenes from the Lewis & Clark Marker Tour, September 18, 2004 

  



     TECH TALK       
 

Our September Tech Talk was held on the 20th with 
seventeen Meadowlarks there.  Roger Olsen did a 
great job of showing the inner workings of a Model 
A engine and some of the important wear factors.  
Thank You Roger and Rich Molden for hosting the 
Tech Talk at his garage. 
 
Our October Tech Talk will be all about the Model A 
Transmission.  When was the last time you checked 
or changed the gear lube in your Model A 
Transmission?  From standard maintenance to total 

rebuild, you will see it all.  The Tech Talk is on Monday evening October 18th at 6:30 P.M. and will be held at 
Don Graves’ garage.  Don will cover standard maintenance issues, how to recognize signs of wear and tear 
apart and rebuild a Tranny.  This will be a great learning experience for all, so plan to attend. 

 

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 
Our November general meeting will host two important events – Club Elections and our 
annual White Elephant Sale.  Have you got a goodie or two around the house that you 
would like to donate as a fundraiser for the club?  Bring it to our White Elephant Sale.  
We will have car related and non-car related items for you to bid on.  This silent auction 
will be lots of fun so bring your goodies. 

 
 
 
ethi 

 

     ETHNIC FOODS NIGHT             
Come on out and enjoy a chance to taste “Foods of the World” at our first Ethnic Foods Night.  What parts of 
the world did you or your Ancestors emigrate from to the United States?  All of us have memories of delicious 
flavors and aromas that Mom or Grandma used to make that actually originated in your family’s native lands.  
Here is your chance to recreate that treasured recipe and share it with other recipes from around the world.  Our 
Ethnic Foods Party invites you to bring one of your family recipes, which will be displayed with other family 
recipes buffet style.  Participants will get a chance to taste many different foods, enjoy the camaraderie, play 
some games, listen to music and even win some prizes.  We encourage you to dress in native dress if you can.  
The Ethnic Foods Party will be held on Sunday November 7th from 4 to 8P.M. at the Gene Eppley Conference 
Center on Highway 75 south of Omaha.  We will be in the recreation hall, which is directly across from the 
large dining room.  The hall has plenty of electricity for crock-pots and roasters if your dish needs to be kept 
warm.  The hall also has a small kitchen with oven and refrigerator.  The Club will provide plates, napkins, 
eating utensils and coffee, tea, bottled water and pop.  If your dish needs serving utensils, please bring those.  
More info at our October General Meeting. Please sign up so we know how many to plan for.  This promises to 
be a fun night for all so plan now to make your favorite family dish and bring it out.  

 



Council Bluffs Historic Homes Tour 
 
The weather on September 25 & 26 was perfect for home tours and Model ‘A’ activities. This year’s 
homes featured a Model ‘A’ either in the driveway or sideyard for both days of the tour. Thanks to the 
Hartenhoffs, Olsens, Beckmans, Jankowskis, Graves, Noodells, Freyers, Keitges, Manns, and 
Earnests for helping to make this event a success. 
 

  
 

  
 
 
Sunshine Report 

• Maryann Hanson had a vertebra operation.  The surgery took 6 hours and she is recuperating.  We all 
wish her a speedy recovery.   

• Irma Graves had a little spill and had to have 10 stitches in her forehead. She looks like she lost the 
fight. 

 
WELCOME to our new members, Richard and Joyce Sacha.  They have a 1931 Tudor.    

 
Our October Eat-Out --We will be going to the Smoke Pit BBQ, 230 S. 25th Street, Omaha on 
October 21 at 7:00PM. Please be sure to sign up at the meeting or call Karen Noodell, 
(402)234-6110 if you plan to join us for great food and socialize.   
 
 

WANTED -- Usable parts:  19” tire, ’29 Steering wheel and horn rod.  Call Monte Frost 339-5904. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     This is the official publication of the 
Meadowlark Chapter of the Model A Restorers 
Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 
America (MAFCA).  This monthly newsletter is 
mailed to members, prospective members, and 
editors of similar publications. Its purpose is to 
keep you informed about what has taken place 
and to remind you of future activities. 
     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items 
wanted, for sale, or trade.  They are also invited to 
submit technical Model A information and other 
interesting tidbits.  Material should reach the editor 
by the last Saturday of the month. 
     Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are 
$24.00 per year prorated monthly for new 
members.  Membership in one of the national 
clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs 
if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $30.00 per year and 
MARC dues are $35.00 per year.  
 
 

 
2004 Officers 

President Don Noodell 402-234-6110 
VP/ Pres. Elect Lee Hendrix 895-2432 
Secretary Karen Noodell 402-234-6110 
Treasurer Ruby Monahan 322-1914 

 
2004 Board Members 

Mike Kauss 332-4331 
Janet Graves 453-7166 
Fred Mann 493-7874 
Bob McKinney 332-3993 
Bob Rand 642-2068 

 
MONTLHY MEETINGS:  
Second Saturday of each month (except January) 
at the Commercial Federal Savings and Loan, 
4860 S. 96th (just south of 96th & L)    
 

Doors open at 7:00PM, 
Meeting starts at 7:30PM. 

Prospective Members: 
Call Membership Chairman, Don Graves, 
 for more information about our club.  

402-453-7166 

Meeting is at regular time and place. 


