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September was a great month, with 
many club members taking ad-
vantage of opportunities to drive and 
show their Model As to the pub-
lic.  Nine members and two 
guests drove their cars to Silver Ridge 
Assisted Living Center in Gretna and 
displayed them on September 13th, 
National Grandparents Day.  On Sep-
tember 19th, ten Meadowlark Model 
As were joined by ten more from Lin-
coln’s Cornhusker Chapter as we cel-
ebrated International Model A 
Day.  The Arbor Lodge in Nebraska 
City afforded us a beautiful venue to 
set-up and display our cars for the 
public during the annual AppleJack 
Festival.  It also gave us a great op-
portunity to share our hobby with 
fellow Model A enthusiasts from Lin-
coln.  Finally, Charlie and Suzanne 
Earnest, El and Dot Gertner, and Bob 
Benton, accompanied by Dale Jergen-
sen, recently completed the 20th 
Great Annual Model A Ride Around 
Iowa (GAMARAI), logging over 700 

miles in their Model As.  

Club activities continue in Octo-
ber.  Barney Deden is planning a 
Model A display at Central High 
School on October 6th.  If you are 
available that day and want to show 
your car to an appreciative class of 
high school history students, contact 
Barney.  Don’t forget to bring your 
unwanted…..stuff…..to the October 
10th general meeting.for our annual 
white elephant sale.  All proceeds go 
to the club, so by either donating 
something or buying something (or 
both), you are helping the club.  Our 
fall highway litter pickup will be on 

President's Message 
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October 17th, and we’re 
planning a Model A Mystery 
Drive for late October.  Final-
ly, elections are right around 
the corner and will be held at 
the November general 
meeting.  Contact next year's 
president, Ken Grigsby, if you 
would like to run for any of 
the officer or board posi-
tions.   
     See you down the road,   
     Greg Bowden 

Meeting Treats 
 Thanks to Mary McKinney and Marilyn Cahalane for treats 
at the July meeting.  October treats will be provided by 
Nancy Hanshaw and Esther Miller. 

October Tech Talk:  The tech talk for the October 10th general meeting will be presented 

by.............you!  The tech talk will be a seminar format, where each member will be asked to contribute a short 
story about something they did incorrectly or neglected to do when they worked on or restored their Model 
A.  It should include what you learned through this experience, and most importantly, what others can take 
away from your experience so they will not repeat the same mistake you did.  Each board member and officer 
will tell their story first, then everyone else will be asked to contribute.  Spend a few minutes before the 
meeting, think up your best "whopper,” and be ready to share it with the group.  This should be a lot of fun, 
and hopefully you will learn something, albeit at someone else's expense.  Training aids such as broken or in-
correct parts, incorrect tools, or other such symbols of shoddy workmanship are welcome and may be helpful, 
but are not required.  Greg B.  
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 October 4  Eagles, Tractors, and Fords of Pottawattamie County (tour cancelled) 
 October 6  Central High School History Display (see p. 3) 
 October 10 General Meeting 
 October 15 Eat-out at La Mesa  1405 Fort Crook Rd Bellevue (see below)   
 October 15 Board Meeting                                  
 October 17  Highway Pickup (see p. 3) 
 October 18 or 25  Mystery Tour (see p. 3) 
 November 14 General Meeting 
 November 19  Eat-out at Petrow’s 5914 Center St (more next month) 
 November 21 Tour to Union Pacific Railroad Museum 
 November 21 Board Meeting (tentative) 
 December 6 Lunch in the Old Market and Christmas décor in the Durham Museum 
 December 17 Eat-out if there is interest shown at the meeting 
 January 9, 2016 Banquet 
 
 

October Eat-out 
La Mesa 

Ft Crook Rd & HWY370  
October 15 

6:30PM 

 
Preview the menu at http://la-mesa.com/menu/  
 
 
 
 

Hens’ Nest In September we talked about different things we could do to make items for 

the Regional. We will need a lot of items for door prizes and give away items. We discussed a tie 
blanket, a couple of pillows, coasters made from tiles also a ford blanket of some kind. We also 
need everyone to help us get items for the hand out bags. If you know where we can get items 
free that would be great. Examples pens, notebooks, hand sanitizer, and etc. We also need 
more ideas for giveaway items and for auction items. 
I’m not sure for the next two months if we will have much time for Hen’s Nest so please let me know if you 
have any ideas or can get items for us for the regional.   
Don’t forget October is White Elephant sale!   Anne 

October — WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 

Put October 10 th on your calendar, that is the White 
Elephant Sale.  White Elephant can be defined by you 
as any thing you want to share with others or just 
can't find a good use for an item.  All the proceeds go 
to the club.  Ken Grigsby 
 
 Editor’s Note: 

Model A parts and 
books, baked 
goods, arts and 
crafts, etc. are al-
ways good, too. 

 
 
 
 

The October Board Meeting will be held on  
October 15 after the eat-out at La Mesa. 

http://la-mesa.com/menu/
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Mark Your Calendars!!! 

Highway Pickup 
Saturday, October 17 

     We’re looking for a minimum of 12 hardy, fun 
loving, civic minded,  members that want to spent 
an hour outside with fellow members picking up 
the shoulders of a two mile segment of highway 
36 west of Bennington.   
     If we get 12 volunteers, nobody has to do more 
than a fourth of the highway we’re responsible 
for.  We will meet at 10 am at Cubby’s, 15625 C 
W Hagan Dr., Bennington, NE. (156th & Highway 
36),  from there we will then carpool to our sec-
tion of Hwy 36. So brings some gloves, a bucket, 
and some good walking shoes.   
     Following our short walk we will return for 
lunch at Runza.  So don’t miss the fun and the op-
portunity to do some good while getting some 
fresh air and enjoying the company of fellow 
members.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the 
meeting. 
                               Thanks.      Howard Denker 

The Eagles, Tractors, and Fords Tour scheduled for 
Sunday, October 4th has been cancelled. 

HENRY FORD AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION  
Again this year Mr. Scott 
Wilson, history teacher at 
Omaha Central High 
School has invited us to 
bring our Model A Fords 
to Central High as exam-
ples of the automotive in-

fluences on American history in the early 20th centu-
ry.  He will bring students from three of his history 
classes to the Joslyn Museum parking lot between 
10:00 AM and 3:00 PM  on Tuesday, October 6th, 
weather permitting.  If that day is too wet or cold his 
schedule will allow us to delay the event one day 
(October 7th) or, if necessary, two days (October 
8th).   
 
     Because this date falls before the next regular 
meeting of the Meadowlark Club there is no oppor-
tunity to "sign up" for the event.  Any member who 
wishes to participate should call Barney Deden at 
402-558-3314 to learn the details of the event.  I 
have participated in this event for the past two years 
and found it a very rewarding experience and a won-
derful interaction with a very courteous and highly 
interested group of students.   
                                               Barney DO YOU LIKE A  

MYSTERY? 
Your Board of Directors is 
planning another mystery tour 
this year.  The final details are 
still a mystery to the board 
and, if they know anything, 
they would not print it in this 
newsletter.  Unless the board decides not to spill 
the beans you can learn more about the event at 
the regular October meeting. 
 

Guess Whoooo  
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Preview of Events coming up after October 

Since this meet is a National Meet, it will be quite 
a bit bigger than the Regionals we have attended 
in the past. There is not one hotel that is the 
headquarters. The website gives a list of 19 hotels 
that are within 17 miles of ‘The Ranch,’ which is 
the center of meet activities.  
 
If you are thinking about attending this meet, it 
would be good to make hotel reservations as soon 
as possible. It would be nice if all of us Meadow-
larks could get accommodations close to each oth-
er. There will be discussion about this at the Octo-
ber meeting. 
 
You can link to the list of hotels, their rates, and 
the distance of each from The Ranch at http://
www.milehighcountry2016.org/Hotels.html . 
 

November 21st (Saturday) - We will be visiting the Union Pacific Railroad Museum,  
located at 200 Pearl Street in Council Bluffs.  We plan to visit the museum, and then go to lunch, prob-
ably at Quaker Steak  & Lube, which known for its fine assortment of automobile related displays. This 
will probably be a modern car event due to the weather in late November. More details will be provid-
ed in the November newsletter  

There is a lot of infor-
mation about this 
meet on their web 
site—not a complete 
schedule yet, but  
the following descrip-
tions of seminars and 

tours are available at   
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/ 
 
Judging School Seminar 
Shocks and Shackles, Area 23 
 
Technical 
New York to Paris - 2011 World Race 
On the Line - Ford Assembly Plants 
Vintage Gas Stations 
AA Vehicles 
Model A Overdrive 
Steam Powered Vehicles 
The Three-Digit Model A 
 
Fashion 
Getting Started in Era Fashion 
It's Model A Time: Watches of the Model A Era 
Creating an Era-Image Hat  

 
 

Plan ahead now —  
the 2016 Regional/National Meet in Loveland, Colorado will be here before we know it! 

Guided Tours 
Masonville Loop  
 
Bus Tours 
A Day in Denver 
Terry Bison Ranch 
Rocky Mountain National 
Park  
 
Grand Tour 
Peak to Peak Highway   

 It is said that if you line up all the cars in the 
world end to end, someone would be stupid 
enough to try and pass them.  

 Latest survey shows that 3 out of 4 people 
make up 75 of the world's population.  

 The things that come to those who wait are 
usually the things left by those who got 
there first.  

 I wished the buck stopped here, as I could 
use a few.  

 Light travels faster than sound. This is why 
some people appear bright  
until you hear them speak.  

http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/Hotels.html
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/Hotels.html
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/ShocksandShackles.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/ShocksandShackles.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/NewYorkToParis2011.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/OnTheLineFordPlants.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/VintageGasStation.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/AAVehicles.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Model_A_Overdrive_Description.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Steam_Powered_Vehicles.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Steam_Powered_Vehicles.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Three-Digit_Description_2.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Three-Digit_Description_2.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Era_Fashion_Description_2_Seminar.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/ModelATime.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Hat_Fashion_Seminar.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Masonville_Loop_Description_4.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Day_in_Denver_Description2_Phil_.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Bison_Ranch_Description_2_Phil_.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/Bison_Ranch_Description_2_Phil_.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/RMNP_Description2_Phil_.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/RMNP_Description2_Phil_.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/RMNP_Description2_Phil_.pdf
http://www.milehighcountry2016.org/files/PeakToPeak_Grand_Tour_4a.pdf


 

5 

Volume 47, Issue 10 

        Past Events 

Grandparents’ Day  
On September 13th nine 
Meadowlark members 
joined two members of the 
Centennial Model T club to 
celebrate Grandparents Day 
at the Silver Ridge Assisted 
Living Facility in Gret-
na.  Residents spent two 
hours looking at the cars, 
reminiscing about their au-
tomobile experiences and 
visiting with those displaying cars.  Participating were Bob McKinney, Greg Bowden, Charlie Earnest, Bri-
an Gernandt,  Jim Musel, Dave & Esther Miller, Lee Hendrix, Dale Jergensen and Barney Deden.  After 
the car show the McKinneys hosted the group for root beer floats at their home.  Thank you, Mary and 
Bob for a delicious treat. 

Charlie and Suzanne Earnest, El and Dot Gertner, 
Bob Benton, and Dale Jergensen took part in this 
year's GAMARAI put on by the Central Iowa Mod-
el A Club. This is a tour that I always thought 
would be a lot of fun, and I have considered going 
on it for a few years. Forty-seven cars participated 
in the tour which began at Ft. Des Moines and fin-
ished at the Kinze manufacturing plant in Wil-
liamsburg, IA. One of the high points was seeing 
the house that Grant Wood used in American 
Gothic. Another highlight was the Antique Air-
plane Museum in Blakesburg, IA. The Central Iowa 

club really had the tour organized well, and the 
local town receptions couldn't have been more 
welcoming. In Sigourney they blocked off a street 
of the courthouse square for the A's and had a 3 
piece combo playing music while we went to 
lunch. We had dinner one night at the Ottumwa 
Civic Center with entertainment along the Des 
Moines River. We had a little rain one morning 
and a little heat on a couple of days, but in gen-
eral the weather treated us well. I would highly 
recommend anyone who is thinking about this 
tour to just go ahead and do it. 
                                        Dale Jergensen 

GAMARAI 2015 
Great Annual Model A Ride Around Iowa  

More photos at http://www.centraliowamodelaclub.com/Photo%20Gallery.htm  

http://www.centraliowamodelaclub.com/Photo%20Gallery.htm


 

International Model A Day 
 

Ten members of the Meadowlark Model A Club recognized Interna-
tional Model A Day on September 19th by driving their “A”s to Ne-
braska City for the annual Apple Jack Festival at Arbor Lodge State 
Historical Park.  We were joined by ten Model A’s from the Corn-
husker Model A Club of Lincoln.  Laura Steinman, the Arbor Lodge 
Coordinator directed us to parking locations around the brick paved 
circle in front of the lodge and along the brick drive between the 

lodge and the carriage 
house.  Festival visiters to the 
historic lodge enjoyed strolling 
among the parked Model 
A’s.  Meadowlark members 
making the trip were Ed Dil-
linger, Mike Calahane, Greg 
Bowden, John and Janice Led-
dy and family, Charles and Suzanne Earnest, Don and Janet Graves, 
Jeff Graves, Dale Jergensen, Gayle and Nancy Hanshaw, and Barney 
Deden.  It was a beautiful day and everyone enjoyed relaxing with 
our Model A’s in this very appropriate historical setting.    
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Gayle Hanshaw let everyone know about  
International Model A Day. 

We parked all around the mansion. 

We arrived on the brick drive that the Morton 
family used. It is not usually open. 

We just couldn’t get away from politics. It looked like Dale had a bit of a leak. 

It was a little cool in the morning, but it 
turned out to be a beautiful day. 
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     Our tour season is fast coming to an end. Cold 
weather will be here before you know it.  Win-
terizing our Model A’s is very important these 
days especially when we think about the gasoline 
we are forced to use.  
Believe me when I say, “This year, drain your gas 

tank!”  Ethanol gasoline and 
Model A gas tanks aren’t 
friends these days, especially 
when leaving that liquid in 
the tank for more than 90 
days. This past summer I have 
seen gas tank problems with 

ethanol gas like never before. You owe it to your-
self to prevent this problem now while you can 
easily do it.  
     So, now is your time to step up to the plate. 
When you are ready to winterize your A, add a 
generous dose of Stabil ( 2 to 3 jiggers) to your 
fuel system.  Let the engine run a few minutes or 
take your A for a short run around the block so 

the Stabil goes through the fuel lines and into 
the carburetor. Shut your fuel shut-off valve off 
and let the carburetor use up all the gas in the 
line.  
       At that point, disconnect the gas line and 
drain the remaining gas from the tank. What to 
do with it then? Pour it in your regular vehicle 
and use it up, if it’s still good gasoline.  Then, 
continue with the remaining winterizing items. 
Come spring you will be glad you cleaned that 
tank.  
        The two pictures below show what can 
come out of a gas tank if ethanol stays in the 
tank for an extended period of time. I don’t 
know how long it took to have this problem, 
but it really doesn’t matter. The important 
thing to remember here is that if you aren’t 
having gas problems, that’s great. But, you 
need to do everything you can to keep it that 
way. 
                      Don Graves 

Keep the GUNK out of your Gas Tank this Winter 

GUNK that I 
removed in the 

last month. 

Plans for upcoming meetings: 

November — ELECTION 

The November meeting will also include a Tech Talk. Send requests for topic to Don Graves. 
 

December — HUBLEY SHOW & TELL 

The December meeting is when everyone brings treats of some kind treats— appetizers and 

nibbles as well as sweets and dessert items. Kind of a party. 

This year we are also going to have fun with our Hubleys. If you have a Hubley (or more than 

one), be sure to bring it/them. It doesn’t matter what condition they are in. We will have our 

track set up. If you don’t have a Hubley, maybe this will give you an idea for your Christmas list. 
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Member News 

Call Mary McKinney (402-

332-3993) if you have any 

member news, good or bad, 

that you would like to 

share. 

Charlie Earnest is having cataract surgery—one 

down and one to go. Our thoughts are with Charlie. 

Good News!  Steve and Nikki Anderson welcomed 

their second little girl, Emma Rae, on July 19. Emma 

weighed in at 8 pounds, 6 ounces and was 20 1/2 

inches long. With big sister, Allison, the Andersons 

now have two sweet little girls. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

October 
Day Name Event 

5 Dale & Audrey Freyer Anniversary 

6 Bruce Rima Birthday 

7 Brian & Jodie Gernant Anniversary 

9 Tony & Jan Hartenhoff Anniversary 

11 Larry Blecha Birthday 

11 Dave Beckman Birthday 

17 Elaine Blecha Birthday 

20 Jean Rima Birthday 

21 Lloyd Burke Birthday 

22 Nikki Anderson Birthday 

25 Gene Partridge Birthday 

26 Mike & Marilyn Cahalane Anniversary 

26 Charles & Janice Leddy Anniversary 

November 
Day Name Event 

1 Julia Bowden Birthday 

3 Mary McKinney Birthday 

5 Don Noodell Birthday 

12 Irv Holm Birthday 

17 Bruce & Lori Rima Anniversary 

19 Trish Rand Birthday 

22 Doug Heeren Birthday 

23 Linda Crisman Birthday 

27 Mary Knapp Birthday 

28 Mike Cahalane Birthday 

Article III Section 3 of the Meadowlark By-laws:  “Dues are assessed for the calendar year.  Dues 
shall be payable in November.  They will be delinquent on the first of December. Dues shall be 
$24.00 per year per family. A late fee of $6.00 will be assessed after December 1.” 
 
It’s not too early to pay your 2016 dues. The October meeting would be a good time to do this. 
Don’t be late or it will cost you.   

Quoted from the Central Iowa Model A Club 
Newsletter: Birthdays are good for you… 
The more you have the longer you live! 
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PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers. 
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FOR SALE: 1928 Model A Special Coupe 
This car used to be owned by Bill and Rita Kietges, who were Meadowlark members. The guy who bought it 
in 2006 sold it to his sister, but now she wants to sell it. He said it is still as nice as when he bought it. He did 
put a new bumper on it.  Photos will be the September meeting. Asking price is $12,000.  Call Gary Lee or  
e-mail him at leelectric1@windstream.net.  
  

FOR SALE: 1930 Model A Coupe with rumble seat, red and black, restored in 1970, new manifold in 
2013, new 4 core radiator in 2013, new greaseless water pump in 2013, and a new 4 bladed fan in 2013! OD 
and dash lights work! It has been kept clean and covered in a garage when not in use! Owned by Robert Stolz 
lives in Holdrege NE. Home: 308-995-8184 Cell: 308-991-0202! Asking $17,500.   

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net
mailto:leelectric1@windstream.net


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $40.00 per year ($45.00 for 2016).  

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2015 Officers 

President Greg Bowden 402-210-9146  GBchevy55@aol.com 

VP/ Pres. Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 jayhawksne@aol.com 

Secretary Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Treasurer Mike Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

2015 Board Members 

Barney Deden 402-558-3314 barney@deden.net 

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274 akru@cox.net 

John Leddy 402-706-8140 dobyleddy@hotmail.com  

David Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Mike Tritsch 402-217-5341 easyrider_47@yahoo.com 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:GBchevy55@aol.com
mailto:jayhawksne@aol.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:barney@deden.net
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:dobyleddy@hotmail.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:easyrider_47@yahoo.com

