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October 2017                                                             Omaha, Nebraska Volume 49, Issue 10 

Hello Meadowlark Model “A”ers, 
     September is finishing up with 
real signs of Fall arriving.  There 
were so many activities to choose 
from this past month, one needed 
to be three people to attend them 
all.  I sincerely wish that whichever 
activity you chose it brought a lot 
of sunshine and fellowship.  These 
events are meant to be fun and 
give us the opportunity to meet 
new people, see other members, 
and have an adventure to promote 
memories.  Dave and I chose to go 
on the “Model A Day 100K 
Tour”,  at the end our mileage was 
139 miles!  It proved to be a cooler 
day than anticipated, but I guess 
that is better than 100 de-
grees.  This tour was truly invigor-
ating,  I saw parts of Iowa that I 
had not seen before (though Dave 
says I have!).  It was a relaxing way 
to spend a day with fellow travel-
ers and Model A Buddies, and no 
one broke down! 
    Now we have October Events to 

look forward to.  Don’t forget to 
clean out your closets & garages 
for the Annual White Elephant 
Sale at the October General 
Meeting.  And we have our High-
way Pickup & Runza . We really 
need 12 people to volunteer for 
this so we can get done soon-
er.  John Leddy has worked very 
hard on the Meadowlark Scaven-
ger Hunt for October 22nd.   He has 
planned a tour after lunch and the 
day will be wrapped up at a win-
ery.  I am hoping for a beautiful fall 
day for this one.  And the October 
finale of activity will be the bus 
trip to Hickory Corners!  Dave and 
I will hopefully be official grand-
parents (yes, this is our first) by 
then and maybe, just maybe we 
can drive up to the Corners to 
meet up with the group. 
     We will be voting on the ac-
ceptance of the Bylaws in its en-
tirety at the next general 
meeting.  At the last general 
meeting we reviewed it and asked 
for questions and input.  We have 

dotted our 
i’s and 
crossed our 
t’s, and we 
need to vote 
for ac-
ceptance 
and move on 
to other 
needs.  The 
Bylaws Committee is also working 
on the “Policies & Procedure Man-
ual” to help the incoming Board 
with continuity and guide-
lines.  Parts of it were very helpful 
to me, but it needs to be updated 
with additional items added. 
    Remember, the November Gen-
eral Meeting is our Election 
Night.  So if you want be on the 
ballot or if you want to nominate 
someone, let our Election Com-
mittee know.  They are: Don 
Graves, Jim Musel, and Bob 
McKinney. 
  Well, Happy Halloween and  
remember to have Fun! 
            Esther 

President's Message 

STATUS REPORT:  By-laws Revision 
The by-laws group has incorporated many of the ideas discussed at the September 
meeting and will have a proposed revision to vote on at the October meeting. Members 
who receive their newsletter by e-mail will receive a copy of the proposed revision as an 
attachment. Those who receive their newsletter on paper may request that a copy be 
brought to the October meeting.  
Please contact Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org/ 402-453-7166). 

Please pay your Meadowlark dues for 2018 at the October or November meeting.  
Dues are $24.00 per year per family. They will be delinquent on the first of Decem-
ber. A late fee of $6.00 will be assessed after December 1.  If you will not be able to 
make it to either of these meetings, please send your dues to our club mailbox:  
Attention: Treasurer, Meadowlark Model A Ford Club, PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 
68106. No late fee will be assessed if your dues are post-marked by December 1. 
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Upcoming Events 

MONTHLY EAT-OUT NEWS 

 October 14 Regular Meeting 
 October 19 Eat-out at McAlister’s (see below) 
 October 21 Highway Pickup (see p. 3) 
 October 22 Scavenger Hunt (see p. 4) 
 October 24 Board Meeting (see below) 
 October 27-29 Bus trip to Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan (see p. 5) 

 
       ——————————Club events in 2018 —————————- 
 January 13  2018 Banquet 
 June 2, 2018 Skills, Grilles, and Grills Show in Gretna 

October Board Meeting  
October 24th (Tuesday Eve)  6:30-8:30 pm Sump Library, Papillion  

Non–board members are welcome, but please let Esther know that you will be attending 
and if you want to have an item added to the agenda. 

Meeting Treats 

Thank you Janet Graves and Nancy Hanshaw for the great treats for the  
September meeting. Treats for October will be provided by Esther Miller  
and Mary Denker. Still need someone to sign up for November. 

September Eat-out: September 21 at the  Dundee Dell 
We had a good crew at the Dell. Lots of Fish and Chips, Reubens and 
Beer (for some of us) later, we were plenty full. Some of us still 
thought it might have been a good idea to go down the street for ice 
cream, but, alas, the ice cream place was a bit too crowded.  
Our photo kind of looks like a dark bar, but that is because it was a 
bar.   

PLAN AHEAD FOR THESE EAT-OUTS:  

November 16th (Thursday)  
at Nettie’s Mexican Restaurant  

December — no Eat-Out 

October Eat-Out is at McAlister’s Deli at 12405 W. Center Road  
Thursday, October 19 at 6:30PM 
Come join us for a Sandwich, Salad, Soup, or a Ginormous Spud 

P PLEASE sign up, if you plan to attend. E 

  Or let Anne know (Anne Krueger  402-393-8274, akru@cox.net)     

https://www.mcalistersdeli.com/locations/ne/omaha/12405-w-center-road-1383
https://maps.google.com/?daddr=12405+W.+Center+Road+Omaha+NE+68144
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Upcoming Events 

White Elephant Sale  
at the  October Meeting  

This is always lots of fun and a great way to exchange your junk for 
new junk. Please remember to bring some good junk.  
These are things that always sell: 
 Model A part, tools or literature 
 Kitchen or other household tools 
 Books, CDs,  
 Baked goods & home-canned items 
 Holiday decor 

October Tech Talk : Turn Signals 
    The first turn signals were actually called trafficators. First developed in 1900 in Europe, they were 
simple arms that extended from the window pillars similar to the wooden arms like Rich Molden had on 
his hillbilly truck. They were operated by ropes.  The original trafficators were mechanically or pneu-
matically operated.  In 1908 Alfredo Barrachini from Rome added lights 
to them.   
    The first actual turn signals were invented by Florence Lawrence in 
1914. They were mounted on the rear fender and were raised and low-
ered by pressing bottoms. The brake signal was activated by electricity 
from the brake switch.  Oscar Simler took out a patent for turn signals  in 
1929 (signal shown below) but the patent expired without any major ve-
hicle purchasing it.  
    Auto purchasers were not able to procure turn signals until 1939, 
when Buick was the first and then several other major producers offered them as accessories.  As the 
number of vehicles increased on the roads, the necessity for turn signals became inevitable.   
The State Drivers Instruction manual now only devotes one drawing to describe hand signals and if you 
spend much time in traffic, you’ll wonder if anyone younger than 60 ever looked at that drawing.  So 
this month we will spend some time learning how to adapt turn signals to our cars with only minor 
modifications to the originality of the vehicles.  It is something that is relatively easy and everyone in 
this club is capable of doing to their cars over the winter months.  Howard Denker  

Fall Highway Pickup  — October 21 
The temperatures are finally moderating and it’s a great season to spend time 
outdoors.   So, do yourself a favor and get a little exercise by signing up at next 
month’s  meeting to help your fellow club members take care of the fall high-
way trash pickup.  With enough help, it is a very easy task, and  it’s fun inter-
acting with your fellow club members.  The trash pickup is scheduled for 21 Oc-
tober at 10:00 am.  We will meet at Cubby’s just  north of Bennington at the 
intersection of 156th Street and Highway 36.  Following the pickup, we’ll proba-
bly lunch at Runza.  Immediately following lunch, all volunteers have been invit-
ed to tour Don Ohnstad’s  garage.  He has one of the nicest Man Caves that I 
have ever visited.  He has owned Model “A”s in the past, but now has several very nice, bigger cars.  
Two of his nicest are a 1910 Auburn Model X touring and a 1935 Auburn Boattail Speedster.   
So, don’t miss this fun and interesting activity. Sign up at the October meeting or call me at home to 
volunteer (402 333-1393).  Howard Denker 

Also, at the  
     October     
     Meeting,  
     we will be  
     discussing some of the  
     expenditures that the  
     Board of Director has  
     approved.  
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Upcoming Events 

Meadowlark Scavenger Hunt  

Sunday Oct 22, 2017 

Fall now has its grip. The leaves will soon be changing and the weather 
will be cooler.  Winter is coming!  What a great time to get out and 
drive a Model A!  Join us on October 22 at 11.00am.  We will have an 
early lunch at Parker's Smokehouse in Ashland.  After lunch, I will give 
you a scavenger hunt sheet, and we will depart as a group at 
12:15 from Parker’s.  On our Scavenger hunt we will track about 80 
miles, discovering the history of Nebraska's pioneers to 
Vietnam war heroes.  We have a featured family this 
year.  A Meadowlark member whose family tamed the 

plains and became quite a successful and progressive farmer.  So come out to see who!  If 
that is not enough excitement for you,  we are planning to go to a winery at the end of the 
tour. So come out, enjoy the fall foliage, and learn about your fellow Model A’er.   
Contact person is  John Leddy (dobyleddy@hotmail.com; 402-980-2101). 

 

We will meet for Lunch at  
Parker's Smoke House at 11:00 AM  
 
Parker’s is off Hwy6 at Hwy 63 west of  
Ashland, NE 
 
We plan to depart Parker's at 12:15 PM.  

"Henry Ford's Model A" by Oscar Ford 
All you folks a' listen to what I say  

About a new Ford called a Model A  
0l' John Henry knew his biz 

 When he said I’m a' gonna make a lady outta' Liz 

A fella' bought one just the other day  
He went to try it out on the new highway  
When he got to 60, well he lost his nerve  

and forgot to shut it off when he went around a curve 

He passed two Packards and a Cadillac too 
With the speed meter sitting on 72  

Folks along the road could hear the fella' shout  
The darn thing's in second and I can't get it out 

If your girls don't love you, let me tell you what you do  
Buy a new Ford that's big enough for two  

When you take one to ride, she will greet you with a smile  
and she'll want to stop and kiss you every time you go a mile 

Now if you go to Heaven, I will give you all a tip  

Drive an old Ford, 'cause its bound to make the trip  

But if you go to Torment, drive a Model A 

'Cause it'll out-run the devil, and you're bound to get away 

    If you missed the September 
meeting, you missed a treat. Gayle 
Hanshaw recited this 1929 Ballad 
about the Model A. He refused to 
sing it for us.  
    Jeff Graves subsequently found 
a YouTube recording of the song 
which was recorded in 1929 at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ztTOOreJRpQ 
    Thanks to Gayle and Jeff for the 
entertainment. 

http://www.parkerssmokehouse.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztTOOreJRpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztTOOreJRpQ
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Bus Trip to the Gilmore Museum at Hickory Corners —Oct. 27-29 

Yay! It is finally just about time to hit the road.  If you haven’t signed 
up yet, it’s not too late! We still have a few seats left. 
 
For those of you who have signed up, we will be sending you detailed 
information and itinerary soon via e-mail. 
 
Whether or not you are going, be sure to visit these museum sites: 

 
Gilmore Car Museum — The Gilmore Museum has been named  

Michigan’s #1 destination in USA Today’s Reader Choice Awards. 

The Gilmore has several special collections and exhibits of its own, plus 

it hosts six “partner museums.” These include: 

The Classic Car Club of America Museum , the Pierce-Arrow Museum, the H. H. Franklin Collection, the 

Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum and Research Center, the Lincoln Motor Car Heritage Museum, and, of 

course, the Model A Ford Museum.  Get a live view of the Model A Ford Museum here.  We will be there 

from 9AM to 6PM so we should be able to see it all!   

There are chairs, benches, and couches scattered around through the museums so you don’t have to be 

on your feet all day. Also, the museum offers wheel chairs to borrow for free and scooters to rent for $5, 

both first come-first served. 

And, when you get hungry, you can visit the Blue Moon 

Diner for soups and sandwiches, blue plate specials, and 

Chicago and Coney-style hot dogs, plus decadent home-

made pie and delicious hand-dipped Plainwell Ice 

Cream. 

One more place to visit, if you get tired of looking at au-
tomobiles, you can visit the Midwest Miniatures Museum on the same grounds.  

Are you sure you don’t want to go?   
If you change your mind, call Don or Janet Graves ASAP. 

https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/must-sees/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/partner-museums/classic-car-club-of-america-museum/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/partner-museums/pierce-arrow-museum/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/partner-museums/the-h-h-franklin-collection/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/partner-museums/504-2/
http://lincolncarmuseum.org/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/partner-museums/model-a-ford-museum-2/
http://www.maffi.org/index.htm
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/dine/
https://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/visit-explore-2/dine/
https://www.facebook.com/Plainwell-Ice-Cream-Co-322629069131/
https://www.facebook.com/Plainwell-Ice-Cream-Co-322629069131/
http://www.midwestminiaturesmuseum.com/
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THE GRAND INTERNATIONAL MODEL A DAY 100k TOUR 

Twenty-one people and 11 Model As started the day 
at The Egg & I for a hearty breakfast.  It was kind of 
a rainy start for the day, but that didn’t seem to 
keep any Meadowlarks home.  Our collective mile-
age for the day was 1414 miles. See more photos on 
our Google Photos page. 

We stopped by Newport Landing to get a glimpse of how the other 10% live, stopped at the Black Elk-Neihardt 
Park in Blair, and took some photos in front of a couple of vintage homes in Blair.  

We stopped at Small’s Fruit Farm near Mondamin for pie and then the Loess Hills Lavender Farm.  

Then, we went to the Lewis and Clark Monument north of Council Bluffs and ended up at Christy Crème 
for ice cream.   

Those attending were Ed & Sue Dellinger, Char-
lie & Suzanne Earnest, Don & Janet Graves, Jeff 
Graves, Lee Hendrix, Doug and Vicki Heeren and 
Doug’s parents, Bob & Mary McKinney, Dave & 
Esther Miller, Jim Musel, Don & Karen Noodell, 
and Bob & Trish Rand. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/dJBFh2EiaM6Q6nap2
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Trailer Inventory 
The Board is contemplating replacement of the 
club trailer. The first step was an inventory of all 
the “stuff” we have in the current trailer. We 
waited until September to do this because it 
should be cooler, but it was actually a day that got 
into the 90s.  A good group turned out anyway 
and now we have a better idea what we have.  

Pizza Party — in Appreciation for Members who worked at the Regional Meet 
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Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

October 
Day Name Event 

5 Dale & Audrey Freyer Anniversary 

6 Bruce Rima Birthday 

7 Brian & Jodie Gernandt Anniversary 

9 Tony & Jan Hartenhoff Anniversary 

11 Larry Blecha Birthday 

11 Dave Beckman Birthday 

17 Elaine Blecha Birthday 

20 Jean Rima Birthday 

21 Lloyd Burke Birthday 

22 Nikki Anderson Birthday 

23 Larry Thomas Birthday 

24 Steve Zikmund Birthday 

25 Gene Partridge Birthday 

26 Mike & Marilyn Cahalane Anniversary 

26 Charles & Janice Leddy Anniversary 

November 
Day Name Event 

1 Julia Bowden Birthday 

3 Mary McKinney Birthday 

5 Don Noodell Birthday 

12 Irv Holm Birthday 

17 Bruce & Lori Rima Anniversary 

19 Trish Rand Birthday 

22 Doug Heeren Birthday 

27 Mary Knapp Birthday 

28 Mike Cahalane Birthday 

 
Happy 60th  

Anniversary to  
Tony & Jan 
Hartenhoff 

 
This photo ran in our 
October 2007 news-
letter when they had 
their 50th Anniversary 
Celebration.  

 

More about Bruce Rima who recently retired from the Omaha Police Department. 
Last month, we reported that Bruce Rima had retired from the Omaha Police Department, but we 
didn’t have many details. After that, Bruce gave us this summary of his career as a police officer:  

I started in 1978 in Loup City, NE (a 3-man department). I worked there for about a year & a half, 
then went to Schuyler, NE (a 7-man department), I was there for 16 years and was the Asst. Chief. Then, I was 
hired by the Omaha Police Department and worked there for 22 ½ years. The first 14 years were on the mid-
night shift. All of my years were in North Omaha. I went to days for just over 5 years and decided that the 
promotion to Sergeant was a good move because it came with a pay raise and the afternoon shift supervising a 

crew of 11 officers. 
Bruce also joined the Nebraska National Guard. Bruce said that he thought this was a pretty uneventful story. 
Most of us would probably not see it that way. Congratulations again to Bruce! 

More Good News: This year the Elkhorn High School fall 
musical is Seussical the Musical wherein Becca Gernandt 
will be starring in one of the lead roles as Gertrude McFuzz. 
Seussical is a mash-up of several Dr. Seuss characters pri-
marily surrounding Horton the elephant trying to save the 
Whos that live on a speck of dust, as well as his neighbor, 
Gertrude, trying to get Horton to notice her.  
     The musical will be performed at the high school located 
at 1401 Veterans Drive, Elkhorn, NE  68022, on the following 
dates: 
*Thursday, 11/2/2017 @ 7pm; *Friday, 11/3/2017 @ 7pm; 
*Saturday, 11/4/2017 @ 2pm &7pm; *Sunday, 11/5/2017 @ 
2pm. Tickets go on sale to the public on Friday, 10/6/2017 
at https://www.showtix4u.com.  Tickets can also be purchased at 
the door; however, in years past some shows almost sold out 
and seating was limited.  

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
https://www.showtix4u.com/
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Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in our newsletter. 

This spot FOR RENT 
If you know of a business that might like 
to advertise here, please ask for a busi-
ness card & give it to Janet Graves. We 
will put the ad in for one month and send 
a copy to the business to help them de-
cide if they want to continue for a year.   

We could use a few more ads to support the newsletter. If you know of a business that might like to advertise 
here, please ask for a business card. We will put the ad in for one month and send a copy to the business to help 
them decide if they want to continue for a year. Any member ought to be able to sell a FREE ad! 

Members may place FOR SALE or WANTED ads in this newsletter for free—space permitting. Send the infor-
mation to the newsletter editor, Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org).    Business card ads (like those above) are 
$12 per year for members and $24 per year for non-members. If you would like to place one of these ads or 
know a business who would like to, contact our Treasurer, Janet Graves. 

Show your model A enthusiasm with a genuine Model A engine coffee table.  This timepiece of a bygone era 
is an instant conversation piece that makes a statement about your hobby.  It features top and bottom 
lighting with Henry's dear friend Thomas Edison's invention, the Edison bulb.  It has castor wheels on the 
bottom that make it easy to move for vacuuming.  You and your wife will both enjoy the convenient size 
for Restorer magazines,  ice tea, or your favorite cup of coffee.  This Vintage Model A product is 100% recycled 
and has the lowest miles per Gallon available.  So don't miss out on this one of a kind table.  It's $250 
obo.  Supplies are very limited so call John Leddy at 402-706-8140.  See photos in September newsletter, p. 4. 

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/September_2017_newsletter.pdf


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
 4

2
n
d
 S

T
 

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-
quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 

per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  

     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 
     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 

     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2017 Officers 

President Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

VP/ Pres. Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net 

Secretary Sue Dellinger 402-298-8549 suened@jagwireless.net 

Treasurer Janet Graves 402-453-7166 janet@omahaneb.org 

2017 Board Members 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 popoutomaha@centurylink.net 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 don@omahaneb.org  

Karen Noodell 402-234-6110 dn20256@windstream.net 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:MaryBobMcKinney@cox.net
mailto:suened@jagwireless.net
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:popoutomaha@centurylink.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:don@omahaneb.org
mailto:dn20256@windstream.net

