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Volume 43, Issue 9 Meadowlark Model A Ford 

Club, Omaha, NE 

 

September 2011 

 

Special Points of Interest: 

 

 Calendar 

 Upcoming Events 

 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 

 Club Picnic 

 

 Once again we 
have another 
month under 
our belt.  It 
seems to have 

been a busy summer.  With fall 
weather approaching it is time to get 
out and enjoy driving our Model A’s.  
While we look for the beautiful fall 
colors to appear and the bounty of 
the fields to be harvested. 
 
Be sure and check the calendar of 
events for the coming months and 
plan on attending some of these 
functions.  There has been lots of 
time invested in setting up these 
functions for the club to enjoy. 
 
We have a club picnic coming up 
this month and have quite a few 
members signed up so far.   The 
picnic is going to be at a new loca-
tion this year- last years' location in 

under water.  So be sure and get 
the correct address.   
 
I want to remind everyone that our 
annual White Elephant sale is com-
ing up next month (October).   Now 
is the time to begin searching your 
house and garage for putting your 
treasures on the auction block  
 
If you have ever wanted to upgrade 
your brakes, then this months tech 
talk by Howard will definitely want 
to be on your agenda.    The club 
has a new DVD video that will be 
shown at the meeting in addition to 
Howard’s talk.  Be sure to be there.    
 
I had better close and get this on to 
the editor so it will make it into this 
months' newsletter. 
 
Your Prez   ---    Lee Hendrix 

President's Message 

September Tech Talk 
 
Have you ever worried about stopping distance during heavy traffic?  Or worse yet, ev-

er grabbed the emergency brake lever?  Then this next tech talk is one you don’t want 

to miss.  We are always talking about ways to make the “A”s run better, and look good.  
Well we are going to examine new products  that make the “A”s stop a whole lot better, 

which should keep them looking good also.   They are Front Brake Floats and the Flat 
Head Teds modification to the brake system to make the Model “A” brakes as good as 

the 1938 & 39’s were.  They say that when installed correctly the Flat Head Ted modifi-

cation will decrease brake pressure from 30 # to 10 #.   We will discuss the modifica-
tions during the Tech talk, watch a short how to video, and then sign up cars to get the 

upgrades during a Saturday Tech Day at Don’s garage that is scheduled for October 1st.  
This will be similar to the rear end clinic that we had last year, but hopefully with more 

cars.  So make sure that you are there to learn about these brake improvements and to 
sign up to get your car upgraded. 

 

Howard Denker, Jr. 
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August Activity Reports 
Summer Kitchen Eat out 
 
It was a dark and wet night, 16 souls braved the bad weather and torrential rains to attend the eat 
out at Summer Kitchen.  It was nice to be able to set inside and watch the rain come down in 
sheets.   The food was good as usual and the fellowship of the club members was enjoyable.  Those 
braving the elements were: Dave & Judy Beckman, Jan & Tony Hartenhoff, Don & Janet Graves, 
Don & Karen Noodell, Bob & Mary McKinney, John Leddy and his son Daniel, Lee Hendrix, Dale 
Jergensen,  and Jerry & Karan McManis. 
By Lee Hendrix 
 
 
Ft. Calhoun Tractor show 

 
The Ft. Calhoun tractor show was 
enjoyed by the following club 
members and their Model A’s.   
Don Graves, John Mabry, Lee 
Hendrix, Doug & Vicki Heeren, 
Charles Earnest, El Gertner, Greg, 
Prescilla and Julia Bowden, and 
Dale Jergensen.  The weather cooperat-
ed with us and  I even heard a few 
comments about being chilly in the 
shade.  All in all the weather was near 
perfect, and everyone enjoyed the 
homemade ice cream  that was made 
on site.  

By Lee Hendrix 
 
 
Storm Chasers Baseball 
 
There were seven club members who attended the Omaha Storm Chasers game on  August 20.  
Again, we had beautiful weather and great seats almost directly behind home plate.  After the game 
they put on a fireworks display.   I believe I  can speak for those attending, that the traffic was  not 
an issue once the game was over.  Although there was a sell out crowd there that night, Everything 
went well.  Those attending were;  Lee Hendrix, Ed & Millie Jankowski, Bob & Mary McKinney, Don 
& Karen Noodell, and Dale Jergensen.  I might add that John and Nadine Schmid were also there 
but their seats were in the neighboring section.  Oh yes, Don & Janet Graves were there, too. 
By Lee Hendrix 
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It’s Club Picnic Time!! 
(please note change of venue) 

 
This year we are going to have a Sweet Corn and Ring Bologna feast.  

This seems to be a northern Iowa tradition. A brief search of the web 
revealed three articles about organizations serving this rare treat—all 

in Iowa: McCallsburg, Nevada (Iowa), and Forest City.  Several 
Meadowlarks were first exposed to this treat when invited by the late 

        Clay North to attend a Feed put on by the Boone Iowa Model A Club. It was great! 
 

The flood waters have squelched use of our favorite Iowa park for the picnic, so we are going to Papillion.  Maybe we 

can start a new tradition in Nebraska. Bring a scrumptious side dish or a delectable dessert to contribute to the feast. 
The club will furnish plates and utensils, drinks, and, of course, the sweet corn and bologna. 

 
Our feast will be at City Park in Papillion –west side of 84th St, south side of the creek (Lincoln St.). We 

have rented the covered pavilion from 10AM to 2PM.  Come on out at 10 to help/watch the cooking or play a game of 

cards or just sit and chat.  We will plan to eat about Noon, so be there by then or you might miss out. 
 

Bring your lawn chairs, if they fit in your Model A.  There are lots of picnic tables, but they get pretty hard to sit on 
for 4 hours.  The park has lots of room for games. If you have a yard game that you think we might like to play, 

bring it along, too. 

 
Be sure to drive your Model A. When we have to vacate the pavilion at 2PM, we will go on a drive of about 10 miles 

to the Soaring Hills winery for a glass of wine or just a rest on their deck.  We think there will even be a bonus of live 
music. 

 
PLEASE let us know if you are planning to attend so we can have enough ears and rings.  Sign up at the September 

meeting or call Don or Janet Graves (402-453-7166) or e-mail janet@omahaneb.org . 

September 10th Garage Tour 
 

A September garage tour for the club is planned for September 10, 2010.  This is also National Model A Ford Day 

therefore we need to get them A's out and holiday.  The tour will be 34 miles long , provided the directions are right 
and you interpret them correctly.  

 
We will begin the tour at the Hobby Lobby parking lot on 84th St south of Harrison St. at 9:00 A.M. Promptly.  Ladies 

are welcome on the tour and I am sure that they will find things of interest at each stop.  Besides the drivers need a 

navigator. 
  

Our first stop will be El and Dot Gertner's.  El has interests other than Model A's so we will be seeing something new 
and different .  Next we visit Bob and Mary McKinney's.  Bob's flower collection is great and we can all wander 

around in his oversized enclosed parking lot.  Our third visit will be Greg and Priscilla Bowden's.  If you have never 

seen Texas longhorns you are in for a treat, and Priscilla has an interesting collection of antique furniture.( note there 
is a little gravel involved but nothing an A can't handle)  Our last stop will be John and Judy Mabry's.  John has an 

interesting collection of "extra" model A parts one of which runs.  We will end our tour at Julio's Mexican restaurant  
at the Seldin complex where we can enjoy a good meal and discuss the wonders we have seem earlier in the day.  It 

will be a long morning and lunch will be a little past noon so you may want to bring a snack bar to carry you over.  

Signup sheets will be at the meetings in July and August  and if you miss them give Ed Jankowski or John Mabry 
a call.  We need to have a head count  to make sure Hobby Lobby parking lot is big enough and for lunch. 

 

Up Coming Events cont. page 5 

mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
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September 2011 
* see more info in letter 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 

Douglas Cty 
Health Cen-

ter, show 
cars 

9 10 

Monthly mtg 
6:30pm 

Nebraska  
Garage tour 

 

11 

Rose Blum-
kin & Foun-

tain View Ret 
Displays 

12 13 

Bethany  
Lutheran 

Church dis-
play & show 

14 15 

Pizza Ranch 
eat out 

16 17 

Benson Parade 

18 

Annual Club 
Picnic—

Papillion 10-2 

19 20 21 22 23 23 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

September 8 Douglas County Health Center, would like card to display 6:30 to 8:30pm 

September 10 Nebraska Garage Tour, Western Metro Area 9-12 with lunch, contact Ed Jankowski 

September 10 Regular meeting—Douglas County Health Center Town Hall, 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

September 11 Rose Blumkin Home display, 323 So. 132nd from 1 to 3PM 

September 11 Fountain View Retirement Home display, 108th & Q, 1-3pm 

September 13 Bethany Lutheran Church display and lunch, 52nd & NW Radial Hwy. 11:-1:00 

September 13 North Gold Coast Tour, rescheduled from last month 

September 15 Pizza Ranch 3505 Metro Drive, Council Bluffs, IA, contact Ed Jankowski 

September 17 Benson Parade, 10 am, contact Don Graves 

September 18 Annual Club Picnic, City Park in Papillion, 10am-2pm with a drive afterwards 

October 2 Pot Luck Supper, Sherri and Roland Kunz’s 4:30pm, see details p. 6 

October 8 Regular club meeting and White Elephant Sale 

October 15 Winery Tour (details later) 

October 22 Highway Trash Pickup. 10am, contact Lee Hendrix 
 

 



 

5 

Volume 43, Issue 9 

1929 Sport Coupe, yellow & brown with orange wheels, tan top, landau irons, rear mounted spare, white 

wall tires. Asking $10,000. Contact: Mrs. Boyd Frank, 71635 640th St., Griswold, IA at 712-763-4547 

Publications for sale: Contact Dale Freyer 402-51-9259 
1) “Ford Model A Restoration Manual - A-1” Pollyprints publisher - 1953 Softbound, 5”x8” 72 pages  $5.00 
2) “Ford Model A Service Bulletins - Complete” - 1957 - Hardbound 319 pages - 5 3/4 x 9                 $10.00 
3) More books about Fords and early classic cars 

 

 

 

 

Next year, our club will celebrate its 50th Anniversary as a chapter in the Model A Ford Club of America.  This is a pretty 

special milestone in our Club history, so that calls for a celebration!  Give some thought to what you think our club 

should do to celebrate this milestone.  All ideas are welcome and we will try to make them work.  Contact any board 

member with your thoughts and ideas (phone numbers on the mailer page). 

50th Anniversary 

FOR SALE 

 
Museum/Vineyard Tour 

 
We are planning a driving tour on Saturday, October 15th to Wahoo and points beyond.  Plan on meeting at Lowes 

parking lot located at 183 & Center St. We plan to leave at approximately 9:15 A.M. and drive to Wahoo where we will 

tour the Saunders County Historical Museum.  There will be a minimal charge for admission.  Bring along a lunch and 
we’ll use the picnic area at the museum for lunch.   From Wahoo we will be going to the James Arthur Vineyard located 

near Raymond Ne, which is just north of Lincoln.  Both entities have been contacted and are expecting us.   All the 
roads are hard surfaced so we won’t have to travel on any dusty roads. 

 

Travel to Wahoo is approx. 25 miles – from Lowes. Wahoo to Raymond will be about 15-18 more miles.   This will be a 
good time to get your Model A out and limbered up before the weather turns cold.    

Children’s Christmas Party? 
 
School has already starting, probably not too soon for some mothers with small children.  And 

not too far behind will be Thanksgiving and the Christmas Season.   No, I am not trying to 

push summer aside, and rush into winter.  But it will be here soon and your Board is trying to 
find out how much interest there is in a Children’s Christmas Party so that they can be ready.  

As our club has matured there are very few children of members.  I believe there are only two 
members with young children.  But there are some Grandparents that enjoy seeing their 

Grandchildren with Santa Claus.  So if you have any Children or Grandchildren who would like 

to see Santa in a setting other than the shopping mall, please sign your kids up on the signup 
sheet at the next meeting, or give Lee Hendrix a call.  The Board must make sure that Santa is 

available and reserve a meeting room for the party. 
 

Thanks 
 

Howard 

Up Coming Events cont. page 6 

Up Coming Event Details — cont. 
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Our Chance to Bring Back 

Model A Memories 
 
 
We have been invited to show off our  
Model A’s at a couple of Retirement  
homes on Grandparents’ Day, Sept. 11. 
 
Both these displays will be a good way to  
show our support for some retired resi- 
dents of our city. Surely, we can provide  
at least 6 to 8 cars at each location. 

 

Fountain View Active Retirement Community  
at 108th & Q from 10AM to 4PM.  

This one has a different twist in that each car will have a donation jar to collect money that will go to the Center 

for Dementia Alternatives. The car receiving the most money will receive a trophy. Questions to John Leddy, 402

-706-8140. 

Rose Blumkin Retirement Home at 323 So. 132nd from 1 to 3PM. The home would like some Model A’s 

to help them do a memory walk for their residents and families. Questions to Don Graves, 402-453-7166. 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church Display and Lunch 
We have an invitation to display our Model A’s on Tuesday, September 13 at Bethany Lutheran Church just south 

of 52nd Street on Northwest Radial Highway in Benson. A couple of years ago we displayed 10 cars for the members 

of this church. They enjoyed the display so much that we have been invited back for an 11AM to 1PM showing. 

Lunch will be provided by the church. Once again, they would like to see 10 or 11 cars. Let’s show them we really 

appreciated the invite back and participate in this short event.  A sign-up sheet will be at the August meeting. If you 

can’t make it to the meeting, but would like to be part of this event, call Don Graves (402-453-7166). 

 I used to 

have one 

Pot Luck Supper   
Sunday, October 2nd  4:30pm- Sherri & Roland Kunz host @ 13433 Eagle Run Dr., Omaha.  The meat (main 
dish), table service, and drinks will be provided.  You are encouraged to bring your delicious side dish or desert. A 

sign up sheet for what people would like to bring will be on the table at the September meeting. 

 
Chili/Pie Feed 

Friday, November 18th - El & Dot Gertner host. 6:00 p.m. @ 701 Bailey Drive LaVista, NE. Sign up sheet and 

things people would like to bring at the next general meeting.  We will forgo the November eat out as this will take 
its place. 



 

From the Editor: 
 
I had room for a couple of tech tips in this 
newsletter. I figured that it was OK since I 
was awarded the Mechanic of the Year for 
2010. Now you know that a tech tip can 
come from any quarter. 
 
I still await your favorite recipe for a new sec-
tion of the newsletter. I know that many of 
you will be bringing some wonderful food to 
the Potluck at Sherri and Roland’s in October. 
I may be asking some of you for your recipe. 
 
Please contact me at dwjerg@gmail.com if 
you have any ideas for upcoming newsletters 
or phone me on 402-949-0521. 
 
Dale 
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September 
Day Name Event 

8 John & Kristy Leddy Anniversary 

10 Verl Chase Birthday 

11 Charlie & Suzanne Earnest Anniversary 

16 Sherri Kunz Birthday 

17 Don Graves Birthday 

25 John Leddy Birthday 

   

October 
Day Name Event 

1 Barbara Cramer Birthday 

5 Dale & Audrey Freyer Anniversary 

6 Bruce Rima Birthday 

9 Tony & Jan Hartenhoff Anniversary 

11 Larry Blecha Birthday 

11 Dave Beckman Birthday 

16 Roland & Sherri Anniversary 

17 Elaine Blecha Birthday 

20 Jean Rima Birthday 

21 Lloyd Burke Birthday 

25 Gene Partridge Birthday 

26 Charles & Janice Leddy Anniversary 

30 Rick Klutts Birthday 

Where in the heck is the Pizza Ranch?  
And what does it serve? 
 
The Pizza Ranch is in southeast Council Bluffs. Take I-29 
to the HWY 92 exit and double back on Denmark Drive 
to Metro Drive. 
You can view the menu at http://www.pizzaranch.com/
locations-menu/ . Lots of pizza (as you would probably 
expect), but other good looking food like Ranch and BBQ 
chicken.   
 
Ed Jankowski is the contact person. Call him at 402-558-
7679 if you plan to join us or sign up at the meeting. 
Otherwise, you might have to sit in the corner! 

http://www.pizzaranch.com/locations-menu/
http://www.pizzaranch.com/locations-menu/
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Gaskets and Such 
 

From the Road Runner, Northwest Missouri Model A Club Jan 2011 newsletter 
 

Walt’s Old Time Tech Tip 

Walt Jones, Technical Director 
 

The other day several members were talking about engine overhaul and the subject of gaskets came up. Several good 
suggestions were mentioned. When installing a new cork gasket on a valve cover or oil pan and the gasket has shrunk 

making an oil leak likely, before installing the gasket place it in a pan of warm water for a few minutes. This will expand 
it back to normal size and insure a good fit. 

 

When installing a head gasket place the crimped side up. This is done so that if after years of running and the crimp has 
embossed or warn its way into the contacting surface, it will have done this on the surface that is most easily planed. 

Another trick with head gaskets in order to keep them from leaking coolant out the sides and having it ruin the engine 
finish, especially when antifreeze is used, is to paint the edges with white spray paint. This improves the appearance 

and seals the edges. 

 
A suggestion made by Ron to seal a leaky head bolt or center main bearing leak around the bolt is to install an "o" ring 

on the bolt and then tighten it down. Ron said that he learned this method while working in his dad's repair shop. An-
other trick can be used if for some reason you have ruined or don't have a needed paper or cardboard gasket. Find a 

piece of thick paper or cardboard such as tagboard or a tablet back. Hold this against the surface needing the gasket. 
Say the mounting flange on the carburetor, now take a small ball peen hammer and hammer around the edges using 

the hammer face or the ball as necessary. This will cause the material to be cut between the hammer and the edge. 

Even bolt holes and inner edges can be cut in this way. The result is a perfect "factory made" gasket. 
 

A good grade of non hardening gasket sealer such as Permatex or Indian Head should be used with gaskets. These seal-
ers can also be used to help seal leaky bolts. 



 

DONDON  VV Insurance 

 

…. Your Local J. C. TAYLOR and 

HAGERTY IN-

SURANCE 

AGENT 

224 North Main 

Fremont Nebraska 

68025 

402-721-7910 

LOW COST INSURANCE FOR YOUR A 

www.donVinsurance.com 

C&C Monogram and Embroidery 
Quality Computerized Monograms & Embroidery 

Shizuko Chase & 

Verl A. Chase Jr. 
Owners 

2315 Lincoln Road 

Bellevue   291-9390 

C&C Tailor Shop 
Men’s and Ladies Alterations 

Military Uniform Specialists 

 
   

 
Come 

to the "Best in the Midwest" for 
your new Model 'T' and 'A' parts.  

See us for mechanical parts, books, 
accessories, sheet metal, fenders, 

roadster bodies, pickup beds, wood 
kits, and original style bolt kits. 

 
We have a 120-page, all 'T' catalog 

and a 173-page, all 'A' catalog.  
Send for your copy or pick one up 

at the store. 
 
Daily U.P.S. service, Master Card, 

VISA, or COD 
 

Shawna & Bill Devin 
BIRDHAVEN VINTAGE AUTO 

SUPPLY 
 3515 West 88th St. North, 

Colfax, IA 50054 
Phone 515-674-3949 

Toll free – 866-302-3673 
Fax – 515-674-9028 

NEW 

PARTS 

Please support our advertisers: 

Have quite a bunch of surplus stuff in the garage yet. 

If you are looking for something for your "A", let me 

know. I just might have it. 
 

No lists - ask for what you want and I'll look for it 

and let you know. 
 

                                   Frank Cooper 

                                   2300 College Dr. 

                                   Blair, NE. 68008 
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     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2011 Officers 

 

 

2011 Board Members 

 

 

 Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year.  
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

President Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 

VP/ Pres.  Don Graves 402-453-7166 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Mary Denker 402-333-1393 

Steve Anderson 402-932-1401 

Ed Jankowski 402-558-7679 

Sherri Kunz 402-493-2211 

Doug Heeren 712-533-6183 

Howard Denker 402-333-1393 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 


