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Special Points of Interest: 

 

 Calendar 

  Events 

 Upcoming Events 

 Birthdays and Anniver-

saries 

Well another Labor 
Day weekend has 
gone by, and it was a 
good thing that I had 

the extra day to work on my car. The 
project was getting modern shocks 
on the rear of the car. It started by 
finding out that I had a flat tire 
which had to be repaired. So much 
for getting right at it. To make a long 
story short it took Friday night, parts 
of Saturday, and part of Sunday to 
get the left shock installed. I think 
that I only made 2 trips out for tools 
and extra parts. I also found out that 
an electric drill plugged in to power 
is better than one on a battery. On 
Monday I had the second shock on 
by 12:30pm. I guess that once one 
learns what he is doing, things go 
just a bit easier. The car doesn’t 
bounce around like it used to. I no-
ticed the difference driving out of my 
driveway which is somewhat like 
driving over a kerb. 
 

It looks like we have a busy Septem-
ber and October coming up. We 
have a food drive in each month. I 
believe that it is a good thing to help 
organizations who gather and distrib-
ute food to those less fortunate and 

in need through out the year. We 
have set up a picnic with the Lincoln 
chapter at the Mahoney State Park. 
This is a great opportunity to meet 
members of another club with the 
same enthusiastic interest in the 
Model A. September 28 is also Na-
tional Drive Your A Day. I think that 
it would be fun to put pictures of all 
the cars that get driven on Septem-
ber 28th in the next newsletter.  
 

Please read the article on an October 
Activity Possibility. Don and Janet will 
put this together if the club shows 
sufficient interest in this event. We 
will talk about it at the upcoming 
meeting. 
 

We are adding a garage tour to the 
trash pick up this October. It will be 
great fun looking at a couple of Au-
burns. 
 

I don’t have good notes, but look for 
a possible White Elephant Show at 
the October meeting. This went over 
very well last year, and I assume 
that we didn’t get rid of all of our 
extra ‘things’ around the house and 
garage.  
 

Dale Jergensen 

President's Message 

Welcome to our newest member: 
Randall Vance. 
 
Randall has a 1928 Tudor Sedan. 
 
Randall jumped right in at the first meeting he at-

tended and helped identify tools by looking them 

up on his smart phone! 
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We couldn’t have had a better 
day than we did on August 18!  
It was a perfect cool day with 
just a slight breeze and the 
perfect setting of a tree-lined 
parking area at Fort Omaha. 
This year’s show was, without 
a doubt, very successful. Have 
you been to a car show in re-
cent times that featured four 
beautifully restored woodies? 
 
Other great entries included a 
‘50 Jaguar, a 1909 Auburn, 
1911 Model T Touring, just to 
name a few. Not to mention 
Roger Olsen’s ‘39 Lincoln 
Zephyr — the Show Favorite 
Winner.   Photos at  
http://tinyurl.com/VintageWheels  
 
Several of our members 
shared the load in making the 
show a real success. Thanks 
to all—especially Barney De-
den and Greg Bowden for re-
cruiting entrants and the fabu-
lous food crew: Noodells, 
Heerens, and McKinneys.  
 
The Douglas County Historical 
Society folks appreciated our 
efforts and were very pleased 
with the results, both in the car 
show and the number of peo-
ple who toured the General 
Crook House Museum. Did I 
mention that General Crook 
even showed for the event? 
 

http://tinyurl.com/VintageWheels
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Hen’s Nest Sept 2013 
 

Had a great fund raiser with Tastefully Simple.  Want to thank Teri.  We made $150.00 spent $77.41 
on material for blankets and gave the club $72.59. 
 
We had a good time cutting and tying the blankets. 
 
At the Vintage Wheels at the Fort  made about $70.00 on the blanket. Ken will let us know final at 
the next meeting. Also sold a lot of tickets on the car. 
 
We want to thank everyone that helped with the 2 fundraisers. 
 
I have been so busy with the 2 fundraisers I haven’t thought of what we can do at our next meet-
ing. Anyone has an idea please let me know. 
 
Hope to see you at the September meeting. 
 
Suzanne and Anne 

A WORD OF “THANKS” 
 
As you may have heard, our 'Vintage Wheels at the Fort' car show was a great success. We would 
like to Thank all the folks that brought treats to sell at the food booth. A big Thank you to the peo-
ple that helped out in the food booth. We had a great day!  
 
Don & Karen Noodell 

Upcoming Activities 

Food Drive at Baker’s in Westwood Plaza 
120th & Center 
September 14th 

 

This food drive is scheduled from 10AM to 4PM. Our advertising logo for this drive is “Help us fill our 

Model A Pickups for the Foodbank of the Heartland.” A Model A Pickup will be stationed at each of 

Baker’s front doors. We may have room to display three or four other Model A’s, however, this has 

not been firmed up yet. If you would like to help out that day by collecting food and/or displaying 

your Model A, please contact Don or Janet (402-453-7166) as soon as possible. 
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Wine Walk and Car Show 
 

The city of Ralston is expecting around 400 people to be walking the Main Street businesses.  Kim 

Shaw of the PhotoArt by Kim is offering an 11x14 finished acrylic painted PhotoArt of their car to the 

winner of the car show valued at $225.  We can have local leaders vote on the winner. Kim is look-

ing for a Model A Car Club interested in showing their cars at our event in Ralston, NE on Thurs-

day, Sept. 26 from 4 to 7 pm during the Wine Walk sponsored by the city of Ralston, NE. It 

sounded as though they would furnish some food so that we could stay with the cars. 

 

Please sign up at the September meeting or call me if you are interested but can’t make the meet-

ing. I will need to let her know how many will be participating. 

 

Dale Jergensen, 402-949-0521 

Upcoming Activities cont. 

Roadside Litter Pickup,  

October 19, 2013 
10:00am 

 
We will meet at Cubby’s, 156th & Hwy 36, 10 AM, for our semi-annual litter pickup 
of our section of Highway 36. If you have a tool to pick up things, it would be a good 
idea to bring it a long. This year we are arranging to visit Don Ohnstad’s garage and 
see his Auburn automobiles after picking up the trash and grabbing a bite to eat. 
The contact person is Howard Denker 

October Activity Possibility 
 

During our ’96 Regional Meet, we had a tour around Omaha for our guests to enjoy. It was a fun 

tour and one which I think we could all enjoy again with a little revision here and there. Janet and I 

would be willing to update this tour if we have enough interest in a “round-the-town” tour. We 

would end this event with a “bring your own” wiener roast at a scenic location. We are thinking 

some time in October would be good.  We will assess interest and discuss possible dates at the Sep-

tember meeting. If you can’t be there but would like to do the tour, contact Don or Janet before the 

meeting.  

Ladies’ Driving Course - Take 2 

Any of the gals who didn’t make the first driving course will have another chance on September 

15th. Also, the gals who attended the first session are welcome to come back for a refresher course 

on that date. Contact Don Graves at 402-659-1815 by September 14th for details. 
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September 
Day Name Event 

6 Ken &  Melody Grigsby Anniversary 

8 John & Kristy Leddy Anniversary 

10 Verl Chase Birthday 

11 Charlie & Suzanne Earnest Anniversary 

16 Sherri Kunz Birthday 

17 Don Graves Birthday 

24 Janet Benton Birthday 

25 John Leddy Birthday 

October 
Day Name Event 

1 Barbara Cramer Birthday 

5 Dale & Audrey Freyer Anniversary 

6 Bruce Rima Birthday 

9 Tony & Jan Hartenhoff Anniversary 

11 Larry Blecha Birthday 

11 Dave Beckman Birthday 

16 Roland & Sherri Kunz Anniversary 

17 Elaine Blecha Birthday 

20 Jean Rima Birthday 

21 Lloyd Burke Birthday 

22 Nikki Anderson Birthday 

25 Gene Partridge Birthday 

26 Mike & Marilyn Cahalane Anniversary 

26 Charles & Janice Leddy Anniversary 

Upcoming Activities for 2013 
Mark your calendar 

 

September 14, 2013 Food Drive, Baker’s, Westwood Plaza, 12025 W Center Rd., Omaha 

September 14, 2013 Regular meeting, 6:30 pm, 6:00 pm social time 

September15, 2013 Ladies Driving Course, Take 2, contact Don Graves 

September 15, 2013 Midtown Crossing Car Show, 10am - 2 pm 

September 19, 2013 Eat Out, China Road, 6:45 pm, 4006 Twin Creek Dr., Bellevue, NE contact person Ken 

Grigsby  

September 26, 2013 Wine Walk, Ralston, NE, contact Dale Jergensen (see article) 

September 28, 2013 Fall Picnic, Mahoney State Park, contact Dale Jergensen 

October 12, 2013 Food Drive, McKinney’s Foods, Gretna 

October 12, 2013 Drawing for Pedal Car 

October 19, 2013 Trash Pick Up, contact Howard Denker 

October 20, 2013 possible local tour and picnic at Cunningham Lake 

January 11, 2014 Annual Banquet, Anthony’s Steak House 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Tech Talk for September Meeting 
 

Motor mounts and front crossmembers will be our topic this time around. You may be surprised at 
what differences there were during Model A production. I also have some photos to show what to-
day’s gasoline can do to your engine. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 General 
Meeting, Food 
drive 

15 Ladies Driv-
ing Course 

16 17 18 19 Eat out—
China Road 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 Wine Walk, 
Ralston 

27 28 Picnic @ 
Mahoney Park 

29 30      

SEPTEMBER 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 General 
Meeting, Food 
Drive 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Trash Pickup 
& garage tour 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

OCTOBER 2013 
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A Tech Talk of the Past 
 
Tech Talks have long been a feature of Meadowlark Meetings. 
 
This photo shows one on Model A Head Lites that was done quite 
a few years ago, as evidenced by the young age of the present-
ers. By the paneling in the background, we think this was at the 
Commercial Savings and Loan at 30th and Ames. 
 
Can you identify the presenters? 

Meeting Treats – it’s Feast or Famine 

by Janet Graves 
 

 
Not really a “famine” but we did have only one volunteer last month: Lee Hendrix. We should have 
known that Lee would bring us plenty of goodies. Thanks, Lee.  But, fearing famine, I whipped up 
some Brownies, Karen brought some rolls, and I think it was Mike Cahalane that brought in some 
cookies, too. So, we had quite a spread.  
 
For September, we have one volunteer again: Marilyn Cahalane. We really need at least one more 
volunteer again, but please let me know ahead of time so I don’t have to make brownies again.  
 
So far, we do not have any volunteers for the October and November meetings. These are more fun 

months to bake, so please consider volunteering. You can sign up at the meeting or call me. If you 

are not inclined to bake, we will be glad to eat your favorite store-bought goodies. If you are enjoy-

ing the treats at the meeting, please consider contributing.   Janet Graves (402-453-7166) 

Fall Picnic - Mahoney State Park 
International Model A Day 

September 28, 2013 
 
No, football game, what is a Model A’er to do? Why, go to a picnic of course. We have set up a pic-
nic in conjunction with the Lincoln club at the Mahoney State Park. This will be a pot luck style with 
the club providing the bags of chips left over from the Vintage Wheels car show. Plan to meet up 
at Mahoney between 11am  and noon. After eating you can join in activities, car games, or just 
explore the park, including the paddle boats. We will be making home made ice cream to enjoy 
about 3:30pm. The cost will be $5 per car to enter the park. 
 
This will be a great way to enjoy International Model A Day. Go for a drive in 
the A and a picnic - it doesn’t get much better than this. 

Volume 45, Issue 9 



 Volume 45, Issue 9 

8 

Newsletter News 
 
What were the Meadowlarks doing in September 2003? To find out, all you have to do is go to 
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/September_2003_newsletter.pdf . We started posting our 
newsletters on the web in April 2003. We now have more than 10 years available. They are not all 
listed on the newsletter page, but you can read them if you want. All you have to do is replace the 
month and year in the link – but be careful because our server is very “case-sensitive.” Capitalize 
only the first letter of the month. Also, you can’t see it in the link above, but you have to put in an 
underscore (_) between the month and year and between the year and the word ‘newsletter.’ Let 
me know if you find a month that doesn’t work that way since April 2003. There is only one elec-
tronic issue missing that I know of: September 2004. If you happen to have an electronic version of 
that one, please send it to me. 
 
By the way, if you are not on our “electronic newsletter only” list, please consider it. It costs the 

club almost a dollar to print and send paper copies. I am not suggesting that members should buy a 

computer and pay for internet access if they don’t have that already. However, if you do have a 

computer and internet access, please consider helping to save on this expense. Call or e-mail me 

and I will make the switch. 

Janet Graves  402-453-7166, janet@omahaneb.org 

Technical Tips and Web Resources 
 
I was looking for a little filler and thought that a good tech article would be good. I then looked at 
the amount of space and decided that wouldn’t work very well. I do have a few web links that oth-
ers might find useful if you haven’t already run across them. 
 
Model A Timing: for those of us new to time the A, this 2 part video of Les Andrews explaining how 
to time the A may be of use. http://www.rockymountainmodelaclub.org/index.html  

 

What is the A worth: http://www.modelahouse.com/cgi-bin/prices  

 

Want to take a trip looking at old gas stations? You might want to start here: http://www.ohiobarns.com/

othersites/gas/gas.html  

 
A link to links of video’s, some of which are entertaining: http://www.mafca.com/videos.html  
 

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/September_2003_newsletter.pdf
http://www.rockymountainmodelaclub.org/index.html
http://www.modelahouse.com/cgi-bin/prices
http://www.ohiobarns.com/othersites/gas/gas.html
http://www.ohiobarns.com/othersites/gas/gas.html
http://www.mafca.com/videos.html
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Model A’s For Sale 
1931 Leatherback Victoria, older restoration, still looks good. Also has a rebuilt engine with very 
few hours of drive time. 
 
For pictures and more information, contact Don Graves at 402-659-1815 



 

     This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter of the 

Model A Restorers Club (MARC) and the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). This monthly newsletter is mailed to members, 

prospective members, and editors of similar publications. Its purpose is 

to keep you informed about what has taken place and to remind you of 

future activities. 

     Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for sale, or 

trade. They are also invited to submit technical Model A information 

and other interesting tidbits. Material should reach the editor by the last 

Saturday of the month. 

MONTLHY MEETINGS: Second Saturday of each month (except 

January) at 6:30PM at the Douglas County Health Center – in the 

Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. 

 

 
  

2013 Officers 

 

 

 

 

                             2013 Board Members 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year 

prorated monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the na-

tional clubs is required.  You may join both national clubs if you 

wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 per year and MARC dues are 

$38.00 per year. 
 

Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman, Don 

Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
Club web master: Janet Graves 402-453-7166 

Monthly meetings are at the Douglas County Health Center. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

President Dale Jergensen 402-949-0521 

VP/ Pres.  Doug Heeren 712-533-6813 

Secretary Vicki Heeren 712-533-6183 

Treasurer Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 

Greg Bowden 402-332-5522 

El Gertner 402-5939166 

Charlie Earnest 402-289-4406 

Bob McKinney 402-332-3993 

Don Graves 402-453-7166 


