
 

1 

September 2016                                                                Omaha, Nebraska Volume 48, Issue 9 

     August was another busy month 
for your Meadowlark Model A Club.  
The Antique Car show at the Fort 
was a big success.  We had over six-
ty cars and trucks.  Also there were 
a large number of people that came 
just to look at the cars or visit the 
Crook House.  The food booth was a 
popular stopping place, in fact we 
ran out of all the items we were 
selling.  The Douglas County Histori-
cal Society did a good job of provid-
ing entertainment for all ages of 
those attending.  The Pinwheel as-
sembly station was very busy place.   
    A special thanks to the Cahalane’s 
for hosting the Picnic.  It was a per-
fect weather day, with just a gentle 
breeze to cool us off.  The Pulled 
Pork went over very well, I know I 
enjoyed it.  Also, all of the side dish-
es and desserts were also very 
good, we have some very good 
cooks in our club. 
   The adventure to Grand Island 
was a success.  Read John’s write up 

about it.   
   September will also be busy 
with a visit to the Golden Living 
facility. While there, some of us 
can pick our rooms that our chil-
dren will be reserving for us. We 
will also be going to The Apple 
Jack festival in Nebraska City.  
    We will be looking for volunteers 
to help with the Regional in 2017.  
We need tour leaders, people for 
solicitations from businesses, help-
ers for the many activities that will 
happen at the Ramada Hotel.  A list 
of volunteer positions will be put 
out in the near future.  We still need 
door prizes, silent auction items, 
security help, help with Kids activi-
ties and many other areas.  We 
need especially for OUR CLUB mem-
bers to talk positively about the Re-
gional.  It is important objective to 
raise sufficient funds through adver-
tising, sponsorship and attendance 
fees to fully fund the Regional. 
    Unfortunately, I’m still having 

President's Message 

 

trouble with my Pick-up.  I went 
out Saturday to start it and noth-
ing happened.  It wouldn’t even 
turn over.  Guess what I get to 
do next week.    

  Keep your Model A rolling, 

               Ken Grigsby 

I’M FED UP! 
We have been using Photobucket to share club photos for 4 
years, but the multiple ads and the 2GB limit on Photobucket are 
just too irritating.  I’m looking for another way to share our pho-
tos. I have a tentative option, but I would like to have a few peo-
ple try it out to see if it works for them. Please try out the 2016 

photos links on the Photos page on our web site  and let me know what you think. 

Table of Contents:    
 Calendar 
 Upcoming Events 
 Past Events  
 Member News 
 Ads 

If anyone has seen other photo-sharing sites that might work, please let me know. These are the criteria 

that I think the site needs to meet: 

1. Free  2. Large storage limit, like 15GB  3. No ads  4. Shareable without password             

Thanks for your input,  Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

NEEDED— 
PLEASE SAVE 

Rods and pistons are needed 
to make trophies for upcom-
ing events.  

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/photos/
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MONTHLY EAT-OUT NEWS 

The date and place of the September Board Meeting are TBA.  

YAY! Meeting Treats are covered for the rest of the year. 
Thank you to Anne Krueger for providing treats for the August meeting. Thanks, too, to 
those who have signed up to provide treats for September, October, and November. Re-
member that in December, we ALL bring treats for a holiday celebration. 
Treats for the September meeting will be provided by Nancy Hanshaw and Karen Wickey. 

Next eat-outs: 

Thursday, October 20 at Castaway Restaurant at the Ramada 

Thursday, November 17 at 6:30 PM Tish's in Council Bluffs 1207 S. 35th 

September Eat-Out 
FRIDAY, September 16  at the Twisted Tail in Beebeetown. 
We are going on Friday because the special is the Baby Back 
Ribs—see the excerpt from the menu at the right. They are a 
bit pricey, but they also have hamburgers and other sandwich-
es in the $7 to $10 range.  Check out the whole menu. 
Beebeetown is about 8 miles east of Missouri Valley, Iowa. If 
you need a map, see our April 2015 newsletter, page 2: 
 http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/
April_2015_newsletter.pdf . 
Bob Rand is the Point of Contact for this eat-out. 

Don’t forget to sign-up at the meeting! 

 September 10 General Meeting 
 September 11 Grandparents’ Day at Golden Living facility (see p. 3) 
 September 16 Eat-out at the Twisted Tail (see below) 
 September 18        AppleJack Festival in Nebraska City (see p. 3) 
 October 8  General Meeting 
 October ??  Cass County Scavenger Hunt  Mystery Tour (see p. 4) 
 October 20 Eat-out at Castaway Restaurant at the Ramada 

                     including a tour of areas to be used for the Regional 
   (more next month) 

——-  The following months do not include General and Board Meeting Dates: 
 January 14, 2017  Annual Banquet 
 June 5-9, 2017  REGIONAL MEET in OMAHA (p. 4) 

August eat-out was Thursday August 18 at  

Village Inn on 78th and Dodge.  9 people came. 

Food was really good and a great time was had 

by all. 

Village Inn Eat-Out 

http://www.twistedtailbbtown.com/main_images/twisted-menu.pdf
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/April_2015_newsletter.pdf
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/news/April_2015_newsletter.pdf
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Homestead Era Car Show   September 4   10AM-4PM 
Looking for something to do on Labor Day Weekend? Head on down to Beatrice for a Car Show at the Homestead 

National Monument. If you want to know more, contact Gayle Hanshaw (402-423-4448, vghanshaw@aol.com) 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY, PATRIOT DAY, AND 911 REMEMBRANCE DAY  
September 11, 2016 

Just a reminder that we plan to meet September 11, a special day to recognize  Grandparents, American 
Patriots, and those lost in the terrorist acts of   9/11/2001.  We’ll meet, along with several members of the 
Centennial Model T Club at my shop at 3301 South 66th Avenue Circle anytime between 1:30 and 2:15 on 
Sunday, September 11.  We’ll have a cold soda or a hot coffee, depending on the temperature while we 
visit with the “T” group.  We will leave at 2:30 to make the 5 minute trip to the Golden Living Home at 
5505 Grover St.  They will block parking spaces for our group so we need to arrive together at 2:30.    We 
are scheduled to display our cars and mingle with some of our senior citizens and older veterans for two 
hours and leave at 4:30.  To find my shop drive either East from 72nd & Grover or West from 60th & 
Grover to 66th Avenue Circle.  Then go North to the third building on the right.  There will be very little 
traffic on a Sunday and I’ll have my overhead door open to make it easy to find me. Barney  402-558-3314 

     The Meadowlark Model 
A Club has been invited 
again this year to join the 
Cornhusker Model A Club 
of Lincoln for a day at the 
Morton Mansion in Ne-
braska City. This event is 
part of the Applejack Festi-
val and is a fun-filled day 
which even includes a car 
show in downtown Ne-
braska City.  Shuttles will 
be available for anyone wanting to go down-
town.  We had a very nice experience last year 
with about 20 cars from the two clubs parked on 
the brick drives around the mansion.  A bit of imag-
ination made us feel like we had gone back in time 
to the days when these cars were new and had just 
arrived at the mansion for an afternoon party with 
the Mortons.   Last year Laura Steinman, the Arbor 
Lodge coordinator, had a day filled with various 
special events in addition to all the regular Arbor 
Lodge tourist activities.  
     We will have free admittance to the mansion 
and Laura will provide two free lunches for each 

car.  She would like us to arrive 
at the Mansion at 8:30 AM.  We 
will meet at the High School 
just south of the Morton Man-
sion and drive the short dis-
tance to the Mansion with the 
group from Lincoln.  To make 
the 50 mile trip we will leave 
Omaha at 7:15AM from one of 
two locations.  Those leaving 
from east/central Omaha will 
meet and leave from the HY-

Vee gas station on Highway 75 and Oak Hill Road, at 
the first traffic light south of the Platte River 
Bridge.  Those leaving from west/central locations 
will meet somewhere in the West Omaha/Gretna 
area and travel down Highway 50.  Call Greg Bowd-
en for the exact meeting location.  If you drive inde-
pendently, plan to meet the group at the Nebraska 
City High School prior to 8:30AM.  Laura has a pho-
tographer scheduled for 3:00PM.  Local promotions 
of the event will advertise our presence until 
4:00PM so plan to stay until then.  Leaving as a 
group will also facilitate a smooth and safe depar-
ture.  Call me at 402-558-3314 with any ques-
tions.  Barney Deden 

MODEL A’S AT ARBOR LODGE,  
SEPTEMBER 18, 2016 

http://www.arbordayfarm.org/attractions/arbor-lodge.cfm
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The Regional committee is look-
ing for a few items.  If you have 
access to a small enclosed trail-
er, please contact John Led-
dy.  We need it for our "repair 
tent" so we can lock up our tools 
and other repair items at night or 
when unattended.  
 
We are also looking for a few 
"Model A" items that can be 
used as quality raffle prizes.  If 
you have a used (restorable) 
Model A pop-out switch and/or a 
Model A speedometer (round or 
oval) please let Greg or Dale 

know.  We plan to have them professionally rebuilt to use 
as raffle prizes.  Also, if you have any other restored or like-
new Model A parts sitting on your shelf that you just know 
you will never use, and you think would make good raffle 
prizes or door prizes, please consider donating them to the 
regional cause as well.  Karen Wickey is doing a wonderful 
job gathering door prizes and raffle prizes, but we also need 
a few Model A items to add to the mix as well.   
 
Our next Regional committee meeting will be at 5:15 PM on 
Saturday, September 10th (before the general meet-
ing).  Any Meadowlark member is encouraged to drop in 
and see what we are doing.  At the last meeting we had 
several non-committee members present which is always a 
good thing because a successful regional will ultimately de-
pend on the entire club's participation and help.  
  
You can also see what we're planning on our website at:    
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/index.html.  Ran-
dall Vance has done a great job building our website, which 
is being updated often as we continue planning.   
Our printable flyer can be accessed at:    
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/doc/
Meadowlark2017RegionalFlyerinvite3.pdf.  Please print out 
a few extra copies and send them to your Model A friends.    
                Greg Bowden and Dale Jergensen 
  

2017 Omaha Regional Update  

Our October tour is still a mystery.  The Cass County folks are not going to do a Cemetery 
Scavenger Hunt this year. John is working on a tour to replace it. 

A Ride in the Ford Tri Motor Airplane by John Leddy 
Thursday night the kids and I stopped by the Millard Airport to get a 
glimpse of the Tin Goose.  We went into the office and they took us back to 
see her all silver and shiny.  Then we met the pilot. He was a nice man who 
shared the interest in time and history as I do and we had a nice talk.  I 
asked him if he wanted to trade a Model A ride for a plane ride. He said 
thanks for the offer, but he had kind of a tight schedule. Right then some-
one from the office popped out and told him it was dinner time, so we left 

and he went to eat.   

Saturday morning when we arrived at the airfield, they were on trip 3 for the day.  I bought a ticket for Dan-
ny and I on Flight 5 and soon it was our turn to ride.  This was Danny's first flight on a plane. We'd watched 
small planes take off on our daily travels though Millard and from out our back step.  Danny was a little 
nervous at first. We went over to the plane and stopped for some pictures. Soon we were climbing into the 
Tin Goose. We got the last seats by the tail.  When we got to the end of the runway Danny grabbed my 
hand, the motor let out a whine and at about 45 mph we took off.  We passed over the school and day-
care and had a great view of Millard and the surrounding areas.  We had a great time. Soon our trip came  

Continued on p. 7 

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/index.html
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/doc/Meadowlark2017RegionalFlyerinvite3.pdf
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2017/doc/Meadowlark2017RegionalFlyerinvite3.pdf
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GRAND ISLAND TOUR  

Parade of Flags in Seward Trophy Room at Hornady Ammunition Cookie Jars at the Sweet Shoppe 

We took off for a 140 mile trip to Grand Island. There we saw the Hornady ammunition plant. Besides the machines 
for bullet-making, they had many walls full of  taxidermy mounts.  It was really cool to see a crocodile siding down the 
wall.  After that, we went to Moonlight Ridge winery and enjoyed some wine. The next day we went to St. Paul 
NE and were met by the Sweet Shoppe owner who set up the whole town of activity.  But first things first - we en-
joyed a cinnamon roll and viewed a collection of over 1500 cookie jars. The roll was delicious.   The club kind of broke 
up and went to different things which were an old firehouse, Baseball Hall of Fame, St. Paul Village (an old west town 
setup as a walking museum) and a vintage gas station. We then went to lunch at the one and only Coney Island lunch 
room.  The dogs were great and the old time malt was even better.  After lunch we met up with Jeff Graves, Jan and 
Charles Leddy, and Lee's son Kevin and toured the Stuhr Museum. Kevin is a big wig there so he gave us the VIP tour 
and really made us feel right at home.  Thank you, Kevin, for making it a really good time.  We headed home on Sun-
day and stopped for a great lunch at Kerry's in McCool Junction and then stopped in Exeter to see a collection of just 
about everything from cars, tractor, hearse, to typewriters. We even saw Nebraska historic plate numbers 1,2, and 3. 
People that attended were Doug & Vicki Heeren; Don & Janet Graves; Lee Hendrix; Dale Jergensen; Charlie & Suzanne 
Earnest; Bob & Mary McKinney; Charles & Jan Leddy; John, Kristy, Daniel & Emily Leddy; and Greg & Priscilla Bowd-
en.  Thank you for coming. I really enjoyed going and hope you did also.  John Leddy    

Restored Service Station in St. Paul Model As at the Winery Some of our group at the Winery 

Emily and Dan enjoying the ride Repo of original ConAgra building Bob on a Hobby Horse at Stuhr Museum 

More photos on Google Photos 

http://www.cityofsewardne.com/locations/flags/
http://www.hornady.com/
http://visitnebraska.com/eats/sweet-shoppe
https://goo.gl/photos/WTdkPPfVRxoccqs29
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VINTAGE WHEELS AT THE FORT 
A large crowd turned out on a beautiful day to stroll 
through 66 vintage cars parked on a shady street dur-
ing our third annual car show at Fort Omaha.  A tal-
ented group of young Irish dancers, a “20’s era jazz 
singer,  a brass band and a polka orchestra provided 
live entertainment to make the day very festive.  Chil-
dren enjoyed table-top crafts and, along with adults, 
kept the vintage car rides very busy all day.  The food 
tent, staffed by a hard-working group of Meadowlark 
members worked non-stop to serve hundreds of hun-
gry lovers of vintage cars.  In fact, they ran out of food 
nearly two hours before the conclusion of the 
show.  The Vintage Wheels event has grown nicely in 
size and scope over the past three years, primarily 
due to the interest and hard work of a significant 
number of Meadowlark members.  The club extends a 
sincere “THANK YOU’ “to the dozens of enthusiastic 
and dependable workers who have made this a show 
to be proud of.  Barney Deden 

The Show Favorite and Kids’ Favorite Winners are posted at  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2016/ . 
More photos of Vintage Wheels at the Fort are https://goo.gl/photos/PvDP6MsU271DgwzN7  

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org/2016/
https://goo.gl/photos/PvDP6MsU271DgwzN7
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Tech Talk  
 

        At the August meeting, we talked about distributors. Just look 
at that attentive audience.  
The September Tech Talk will center around transmissions. Some-
times a transmission is noisy in a certain gear – we’ll figure out why.            
       Many times a transmission leaks fluid; we’ll figure out how to 
make those leaks stop. We will check out reproduction gears com-
paring them to original gears. Bearings are also very important com-

ponents, so which are better ones to use will be discussed.  
           Maybe we can make that transmission more like you would like it to be. Come to the next meeting 

and we will do some gear jammin’.   Don 

Club picnic at Cahalane’s 

Ride in the Ford Tri-Motor (continued from p. 4) 
to an end, we flew right past our house and landed safely on the ground.  Danny asked, “ Can we ride 
again tomorrow?" We took some more pictures and when we got home, he had a great time telling Mom 
and Emily about his first flight on the Ford plane.  Sunday we went down and dropped off my collection 
of Ads for display. They invited me to take some pictures with my Model A and the Tri Motor.  I saw the 
pilot again and handed him a 'Join the Scene in 17' magnet which he stuck to the dash of the Tri Motor 
plane.       John Leddy  

The Hanshaws and Don, Janet, and Jeff Graves also visited the Tri-motor. See their photos and more of 
John’s at https://goo.gl/photos/vVgWpRqB99GHEeJm7 

     We had a great picnic on August 27. The 
weather was beautiful and the food was deli-
cious, as usual.  
     The Cahalane’s have a beautiful home in the 
country.  We had a good laugh at their attempt 
to keep birds from nesting under their covered 
deck. They installed a fake owl to scare the birds 
away, but the birds built their nest right on top 
of the owl. 
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https://goo.gl/photos/vVgWpRqB99GHEeJm7
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Member News 

Contact Karen Wickey   

(402-217-5342;  

rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com)  

if you have any member news, good or bad, that you 

would like to share. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

September 
Day Name Event 

6 Ken &  Melody Grigsby Anniversary 

8 John & Kristy Leddy Anniversary 

10 Verl Chase Birthday 

11 Charlie & Suzanne Earnest Anniversary 

17 Don Graves Birthday 

24 Janet Benton Birthday 

25 John Leddy Birthday 

29 Jeff Graves Birthday 

Hens’ Nest  
 

 

 

 

   

October 
Day Name Event 

5 Dale & Audrey Freyer Anniversary 

6 Bruce Rima Birthday 

7 Brian & Jodie Gernandt Anniversary 

9 Tony & Jan Hartenhoff Anniversary 

11 Larry Blecha Birthday 

11 Dave Beckman Birthday 

17 Elaine Blecha Birthday 

20 Jean Rima Birthday 

21 Lloyd Burke Birthday 

22 Nikki Anderson Birthday 

25 Gene Partridge Birthday 

26 Mike & Marilyn Cahalane Anniversary 

26 Charles & Janice Leddy Anniversary 

The only medical news that was reported this 
last month is that Ken Grigsby had cataract sur-
gery. He assures us that he is fully recovered.  

The latest on Miranda Hanson  
(McKinney’s granddaughter) 

     As we have reported, Miranda was chosen to 
display her designs at Omaha Fashion Week. Her 
turn to shine was on Tuesday, August 23. Mary 
said that her ‘entourage’ included 30 family and 
friends. Miranda is shown below on the runway 
with one of the models wearing her dress that 
was chosen to be in the Fashion Week book.   
     Incidentally, the Omaha Design Center, which 
sponsors Fashion Week, is headquartered at 
1502 Cuming St. Does that sound familiar? It 
should—it’s the Ford Assembly Plant Building.  

More Grandkids’ Activities 
Dick and Mary Knapp’s grandkids have been big 
winners in Soap Box Derby Races.  They are coming 
to Omaha for the Monster Race on Oct. 1 & 2.  
Dick and Mary will be coming to cheer them on. If 
you would like to know more about this event,  see 
the Omaha Soap Box Derby website. 

Someone is sitting in the shade today because 
someone planted a tree a long time ago.  
                                             Warren Buffett 

mailto:rednailsantoes1955@yahoo.com?subject=Meadowlark%20Sunshine%20News
http://omahafashionweek.com/
http://www.soapboxderby.org/omaha/about-us/races/monster-rally-all-american-race.aspx
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To advertise in our newsletter, please contact our ad manager at Meadowlark Ad Manager,  

PO Box 6011, Omaha, Nebraska, 68106 or MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net 

Please patronize our advertisers. 

Volume 48, Issue 9 

Members may place FOR SALE or WANTED ads in this newsletter for free—space permitting. Send the infor-
mation to the newsletter editor, Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org).    Business card ads (like those below) 
are $12 per year for members and $24 per year for non-members. If you would like to place one of these ads 
or know a business who would like to, contact our Treasurer, Mike Cahalane. 

September 10 is International Model A Day 

The club doesn’t have anything planned, but don’t let that stop you from going for a ride in your Model A and tak-
ing photos for submission to the National Magazines. Bruce Adams, the coordinator for IMAD, states that photos 
should show UNIQUE backgrounds to your locale. You can e-mail HIGH RESOLUTION JPEG photos to him at  
sailbruce@aol.com. Write ‘International Model A Day’ in the subject line. Be sure to mention that you belong to 
the Meadowlark Model A Ford Club. 

MAFCA New Revision 4 Restoration Guidelines available for pre-order 
330 New pages and information with over 500 detailed photos and illustrations. Reorganized for more efficient 
use. Delivery will be  in October 2016  More information at the MAFCA website. 
 

mailto:MeadowlarkModelAFordClub@winstream.net
https://mafca.com/cart/index.php?productID=235


 

This is the official publication of the Meadowlark Chapter. 

Members may publish at no cost, ads for items wanted, for 

sale, or trade. They are also invited to submit technical 

Model A information and other interesting tidbits. Material 

should reach the editor by the last Saturday of the month. 

The Newsletter Editor is Janet Graves  

(janet@omahaneb.org, 402-453-7166) 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month (except January) at 6:30PM  

at the Douglas County Health Center – in the Town Hall. 42nd & Woolworth Ave. in Omaha. 

Guests are welcome. See map and directions below. 

Club Address: PO Box 6011, Omaha, NE 68106 

The Meadowlark Club is a chapter of both national clubs. 

MAFCA 
http://www.mafca.com/  

MARC 
http://www.modelaford.org/ 

Our regular meeting place (Woolworth is 5 blocks 
north of Center ST):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter on the south side of the building at ground lev-
el, go past the reception desk, and take the elevator to 
1st floor. Our meeting is in the Town Hall. 

N
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Membership dues for the Meadowlark Club are $24.00 per year prorated 

monthly for new members.  Membership in one of the national clubs is re-

quired.  You may join both national clubs if you wish.  MAFCA dues are $40.00 
per year and MARC dues are $45.00 per year. 

 

     Prospective Members: Please call Membership Chairman,  
     Don Graves, (402-453-7166) for more information. 

     Club web address:  http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org 
     Club web master: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 
     Newsletter editor: Janet Graves (janet@omahaneb.org) 

 

2016 Officers 

President Ken Grigsby 402-296-3690 jayhawksne@aol.com 

VP/ Pres. Esther Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Secretary Marilyn Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

Treasurer Mike Cahalane 402-298-8496 mdcahalane@windstream.net 

2016 Board Members 

Lee Hendrix 402-895-2432 leehndx@gmail.com  

Anne Krueger 402-393-8274  akru@cox.net 

John Leddy 402-706-8140 dobyleddy@hotmail.com  

David Miller 402-593-2009 daemiller@cox.net 

Mike Tritsch 402-217-5341 easyrider_47@yahoo.com 

http://www.mafca.com/
http://www.modelaford.org/
http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:janet@omahaneb.org
mailto:jayhawksne@aol.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:mdcahalane@windstream.net
mailto:leehndx@gmail.com
mailto:akru@cox.net
mailto:dobyleddy@hotmail.com
mailto:daemiller@cox.net
mailto:easyrider_47@yahoo.com

